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An analysis of Muslim Women's Participation in political

(Governmental) Institutions in the Islamic World
in the Viewpoints of Muhammad al-Ghazali al-Masri and Yusuf al-Qaradawi
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Abstract: The Islamic world has extensively addressed women studies in the last two
hundred years. In order to understand this course of studies and the incoming developments,
the present study examines the statements and positions of two Egyptian thinkers on the issue
of Muslim women's participation in political (governmental) institutions. Muhammad al-
Ghazali al-Masri, an Egyptian Sunni thinker and jurist and one of the proponents of the
Muslim Brotherhood movement, has referred to the status of women and their presence in
politics in some of his works. Yusuf al-Qaradawi, another Sunni thinker, also considers the issue
of women and their presence in politics important as well. This study, using a descriptive-
analytical approach and a comparative method tries to answer the question that “How has
been the participation of Muslim women in political institutions according to the viewpoints
of al-Ghazali and al-Qaradawi?” The thoughts of these two thinkers from the Islamic world,
despite minimal differences, show similarities in their perceptions of Islam. As both of them
affirm the participation of Muslim women in political institutions in accordance with the
teachings of Islam.

Keywords: Muhammad al-Ghazali al-Masri, Yusuf al-Qaradawi, Muslim women, political
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