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Introduction

Given the growth of media in Iranian society, this paper addresses the question: Has
Iranian society moved towards mediaization? In other words, Has the media in Iranian
society achieved the ability to shape the realities of society in its various dimensions? To
answer this question, the study examines a specific event in the political sphere—the
events following the death of Mahsa Amini in the autumn of 2022. There are various
scholarly works on the unrest that has occurred in Iran over the past two decades. Among
them, a limited number of studies have addressed the role of the media, especially new
media, in social movements in Iran. These types of works have considered the media
merely as a tool that plays a role in the occurrence of movements; however, they have not
paid attention to the independent or relatively independent role of the media in creating
movements and whether movements acquire a media nature. This research seeks to
examine whether the media in Iranian society has been able to shape the nature of social
movements. The importance of addressing this question lies in its ability to reveal the
developments and new dimensions of Iranian society.

Methodology

This research employed a documentary method. These documents primarily originated
from various media sources, and in some instances, statistics from governmental and
non-governmental organizations were also utilized.

The reason for choosing this method is its suitability to the subject of the study and its
possibility to collect simple and abundant data.

Discussion

There is various evidence for the mediatization of Iranian society in the last two decades;
and especially in the media construction of the unrest of autumn Y+YY. Among this
evidence, we can highlight the increasing use of SIM cards and mobile phones, the use of
the Internet - especially mobile Internet - as well as social media, especially their foreign
ones. The latter two cases; namely, mobile Internet and social media, contributed
significantly to the occurrence of the unrest. In addition, the transnationalization and
digitalization of the media caused the media to play an unparalleled role in the fabrication
and management of the aforementioned events. The capabilities of digital media, in
processing, storing, transmitting data, and especially creating various combinations
between different types of data, gave the unrest power, dynamism, continuity, direction,
and identity in various ways, and played a role in the construction of the reality of Mahsa
Amini and the surrounding events and their results. This happened, regardless of whether
these data were merely media and coded in nature or a reflection of external reality. Among
the evidences of this are the creation of 300 million hashtags for Mahsa Amini, death
fabrications, the use of various media agents; such as celebrities, trolls, bots, hackers, rented
or fake accounts, etc. But, the relationship between reality with the media was organized in
such a way that the maximum work of reality was to provide raw materials - however small
- for the media. A small event in the field or a purely media matter would receive thousands
of media coverage and from it, a specific and intended narrative would be created in the
minds of the audience. In the next stage, an attempt was made to create this media reality
outside, and as a result, an inverse relationship was formed between reality and the media,
so that, reality was not reflected in the media; rather, the media created reality.
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Conclusion

If we consider the media society as one where the media creates hyperreality, so that, the
media construct various segments of society with these hyperrealities and replacing them
with objective realities, we can acknowledge the media's relative role in shaping
hyperreality during the discussed unrest. However, considering the interaction between
the network society and the field in the occurrence of movements, which can be
interpreted as the interaction between hyper reality and objective reality, then, based on
the evidence, we can say that objective reality had serious effects in modulating and
controlling the role of the media in creating hyper reality. In these events, reality was
supposed to be shaped by the media. However, in practice, some aspects of media reality
were becamed objective reality, and some aspects of it were also rejected along with
objective reality and remained in the media archive. However, the media was able to
demonstrate its emerging power and to a large extent, pushed the powerful and traditional
actors of the political institution to the margins.
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