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The issue that this research seeks to answer is the study of some
characteristics of English historiography in the way it narrates
contemporary Iranian history. The English have written history for
different periods of Iran, whether pre-Islamic Iran, Islamic Iran, or
contemporary Iranian history, to the extent that they were able to. Studying
the works and writings of English historians leads us to characteristics that
are repeated in most of these works and, overall, indicate a style of
historiography that we call "English historiography." This historiographical
method has several important criteria and characteristics: “the dominance

EEEENTS

of a self-interested and colonialist perspective”, “recording the smallest
details with the aim of increasing the circle of information”, “careful not to
reveal the role of England in the events”, “denoting the servants of the
nation as traitors and vice versa” and other cases that include more than ten
cases. In the present article, we will discuss two of the most important of
these characteristics, namely “colonial perspective” and “intelligence
aristocracy”, along with numerous examples from English sources and

reports about contemporary Iran.
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Introduction

The British historiography, considered as a component of colonial historiography also
known as Orientalist historiography, is based on features the understanding of which
would play a pivotal role in neutralizing the enemy’s plans. This method of
historiography is composed of several important criteria the most highlighted of which
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include: “dominance of a benefit-seeking and colonial view”, “recording of the smallest
details with the aim of expanding the scope of information”, “caution regarding non-
disclosure of the role of the Great Britain in events”, and “introducing the parties serving
the nation as traitors or vice versa”. This list will continue to include around 10 similar
items. The present research study aims at answering the question of what the most

important features of the British historiography and its manifestations are.

Methodology

Given the multiple English sources in the form of itinerary, report writing, travelogue,
and diary, the present study follows the citing/documenting methodology, with memories
and reports recorded by the British agents in contemporary Iran as the main material.

Discussion

Although the review of foreign sources has generally been a neglected factor in the
formulation of the Iranian history, some contemporary scholars have taken to survey,
with a critical look, the historiography of colonial sources. Yaqub Tavakoli in his book
entitled “Stylistics of Iran’s Contemporary Historiography with an Emphasis on Islamic
Revolution”, the late Ali Abolhasani (Monzer) in his book “Sheikh Fazlullah Noori and
the Historiography School of the Constitutional Revolution”, Abdollah Shahbazi in his
book “Jewish and Parsi Plutocrats: British Imperialism and Iran”, and Musa Najafi in his
essay titled “Historical Reasonability, Iran’s Contemporary Historiography, and Criticism
of Faulty Approaches” published in the book “Historical Insight” have studied the
intervention of foreigners in Iran’s historiography and criticized the Orientalist
historiographical trend. As the features of the British historiography have never been
discussed in detail and experts have failed to thoroughly criticize and evaluate the
English sources as regards Iran’s contemporary history, the present study could be
considered as an innovation of its kind. Meanwhile, the study focuses on features like “a
merely colonial and benefit-seeking look on Iran” and “precise data and information
dominance regarding Iran” more than others and brings examples to support its view.

Conclusion

As much as the historical role of Great Britain in the developments of Iran’s
contemporary history is undeniable, so is its efforts to manipulate the historiography of
Iran as well as to diverge from the truth with the aim of disturbing the collective memory
of the Iranian people. Great Britain has always followed a discursive dominance
approach and tried to display the events, as it favors, in the minds of people, so that the
audience would judge things the way the Britons decide rather than the way the truth
dictates!

Great Britain has defined various objectives for itself through its multiple
historiographical methods including the information dominance over Iran in terms of

military aspects and in an effort to cleanse its dark reputation in the historical memory of
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the Iranians. The long-term and strategic objective of the Great Britain, though, is the
annihilation of the historical identity of the Iranian people, well reflected in its endeavors
in the realm of historiography. The colonial mindset, especially that of Britain and now
the US, structured for dominance over countries and the depletion of their resources, has
left the agents no choice but to use soft methodologies to manipulate the social memory
of the nations; a goal they would be prepared to do anything to achieve. To neutralize the
conspiracy in terms of historiography, the following strategies have proved to be
effective:

-Strengthening the critical approach to British historiography in seminary schools,

universities, and scientific forums;

-Omission of English sources from school books; and

-Invigorating the historiography of the Islamic revolution.
It is expected that the above-said strategies should offset, to a great extent, the negative
impacts of the British historiography on the recording of Iran’s contemporary history.
With the vitalizing of the historiography of the Islamic revolution, it is hoped that the
new generations will get to know the rich culture and history of the Islamic Iran.
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- Gazetteer of the Persian Gulf, Oman and Central Arabia, Vol. I: Historical, J. G.
Lorimer, superintendent government printing india, calcutta, 1915.

- Who's who in Persia, Calcutta General Staff, India, Calcutta, 1916.
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