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In the discourse approach, social formations are identified in the form of a
meaningful wholeness in which social agents and actors present a meaning
of their world. In this regard, the Islamic Revolution of Iran led to the birth
of a new discourse in the sphere of Iranian politics, which was
reconstructed and re-adapted by the leaders of the revolution. The present
article seeks to examine the question of how the discourse of school-based
political Islam has been constructed from the perspective of Ayatollah
Khamenei? And it is based on the assumption that the discourse of school-
based Islam considered by Ayatollah Khamenei is articulated around the
axis of six signifiers: mobilization, conspiracy, media, anti-arrogance,
independence, and the clergy. This research is organized based on the
discourse method of Laclau and Mouffe. According to the research
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Introduction

With the downfall of the Pahlavi dynasty, Iranian society witnessed a clash of various
ideological frameworks, among which the discourse of scholastic Islam emerged as a
prominent narrative. This discourse gained traction and accessibility by effectively
utilizing floating and ambiguous signifiers. The primary objective of this study is to
explore the discourse of scholastic Islam as articulated by the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah
Khamenei. This analysis is framed around key signifiers that shape this discourse,
specifically focusing on how the principles of scholastic political Islam are constructed
through Khamenei’s perspective. It is posited that his interpretation of scholastic Islam
revolves around six central signifiers: mobilization, conspiracy (perceived hostility),
mass media, anti-imperialism, independence, and the role of the clergy. Although various
studies have addressed this topic, this article adopts a discursive approach to delve into
Khamenei's articulation of scholastic political Islam.

Methodology

The approach employed in this article is based on the discourse analysis method
proposed by Laclau and Mouffe, which serves as a framework for examining Ayatollah
Khamenei's statements as linguistic discursive acts. The collection of data is carried out
through library and documentary methods. Text analysis plays a significant role in
discourse analysis, and one of the techniques for analyzing textual data is qualitative
content analysis, which seeks to explore the underlying content of the texts. In this

context, we will conduct a qualitative examination of the Supreme Leader's speeches
from 1989 to 2021.

Discussion

During Ayatollah Khamenei's leadership, the Basij emerged as a crucial entity promoting
the principles of scholastic Islam. He consistently dismissed critics of the Basij, viewing
its primary role as countering cultural invasions orchestrated by adversaries. In this
context, the Basij is recognized as a key non-verbal instrument for fostering unity within
the framework of political Islam. Scholastic Islam places significant emphasis on
identifying and addressing the threats posed by the "other" deemed as malevolent. The
Supreme Leader adeptly neutralized such threats, drawing attention to the ongoing
conspiracies of the enemy. A notable source of dissent against the discourse of scholastic
Islam has been the mass media, which Khamenei identified as a primary tool of foreign
adversaries. He criticized media outlets aligned with hostile forces, branding them as
purveyors of misinformation and emphasizing the need to restrict their influence in order
to safeguard the established discourse. Moreover, the anti-arrogance sentiment he
promoted is intricately linked to identity formation, inclusivity, and the pursuit of
independence, all of which contribute to national identity through a firm stance against
the "other." This notion of independence reinforces the external dimensions of defining
the "other" and solidifies the foundations of the prevailing discourse. By maintaining a
strategic distance from the "other," the leadership aims to achieve significant goals while
ensuring the coherence and resilience of the established ideological framework. The
pursuit of independence and otherness of the US government has played a pivotal role in
shaping the semantic and ideological frameworks that influence the foreign policy
discourse of the Islamic Republic. In this context, the clerics and jurists, who represent
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the standards of the Islamic faith and serve as key figures in identity formation, have
garnered significant attention from the Supreme Leader.

Conclusion

In the current research, an effort has been made to identify the key signifiers of the
discourse of scholastic Islam through a discursive approach and textual analysis of the
statements made by the Supreme Leader. This analysis reveals six central signifiers:
mobilization, conspiracy, media, anti-arrogance, independence, and clerics. Within this
framework, independence emerges as the pivotal signifier of the discourse of scholastic
Islam during Ayatollah Khamenei's leadership. This concept of independence not only
plays a crucial role in shaping the political system but also reflects the overarching goals
of the Islamic framework. It is regarded as one of the fundamental pillars for constructing
and solidifying scholastic Islam. Relying on this principle has enabled a deliberate
distancing from external influences, and consequently, adopting independent positions
has evolved into a consistent theme within the discourse of political Islam during this era,
contributing significantly to the identity and cohesion of the movement.
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