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Tawhid and Trinity are from the concepts which associate with each
other; in a way that proving one, abrogates other. Trinity which means
plurality in godness is a specific idea of most of Christianity except
special sects in recent centuries like: “Jehovah's Witnesses” and
another group from modern-minded of Christianity. A'ded Theodor
Khoury, a German priest has been interpreted a commentary on Qur'an
based on rationality and to achieve a peace maker discussion between
Islam and Christianity. This research looks for responding to that he
how interpreted the verses about Tawhid and Trinity which contradict
with each other. In this regard, the verses about prohibition of Trinity
and lack of having the child by Allah based on Tawhid has been
examined with analytical and library method and through accessible
recourses. So this result has been achieved that Theodor Khoury
presented a proof for oneness of Allah by expressing his full faith in
unity of Allah explicitly and through his examination of Muslim
commentaries. And in Trinity belief, he is from those theologians of
Christianity who believe in that the teaching of being the Messiah as a
god of polytheism. And knows the Jesus as an apparent of power of
Allah not embodiment of Allah. Even this conclusion, has not
contradiction with belief of which has been quoted from Allamah
Tabatabaie and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli.
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Introduction

Monotheism is the most fundamental belief pillar of the Islamic religion, that is, the
absolute oneness of God Almighty as opposed to polytheism. In the view of Islam, the
doctrine of the Christian Trinity, as one of the examples of polytheism, is opposed to
monotheism, in such a way that the affirmation of one entails the refutation of the
other. Trinity, meaning plurality in divinity, is one of the most common beliefs of most
Christians, except for specific sects of recent centuries, including the sect of "Jehovah's
Witnesses" and a group of Christian as modern-minded Christians. Adel Theodor
Khoury, a Lebanese Catholic priest, has attempted to interpret the Quran with an
approach that emphasizes rationality and aims to achieve peaceful dialogue between
the religions of Islam and Christianity.The present study, in order to understand the
type of analysis of this Christian scholar, in the opposition between monotheism and
trinity, has examined his interpretation of the relevant verses under the mentioned
verses. So far, articles have not been written on the subject of monotheism and trinity
and the conflict between them; however, no other article or source has been found that
has dealt with this belief foundation in a specific orientalist with Quranic activity.

Research method

In line with this research, using a library method and using available sources, the
verses related to the prohibition of trinity and God's lack of childbearing with emphasis
on monotheism have been examined from Theodore Khoury's interpretation, and by
putting together his interpretative collection of these verses, his approach has been
analyzed. Also, in order to compare his interpretation of the verses under study with
Muslim commentators, attention has been paid to the interpretation of Allameh
Tabataba'i and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli in these verses.

Discussion

Adel Theodore Khoury in proving the monotheism of God, by juxtaposing verses
indicating polytheism and God's being free from it with verses that prove God's
oneness and lack of need, has presented a proof of divine monotheism and has
explicitly expressed his belief in it, and the conclusion he has reached does not
contradict the monotheistic belief that Muslim commentators, including Alamah
Tabatabaei and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, have expressed in their interpretation of the
verses.

Regarding the Trinity, Theodore Khoury has a detailed discussion under the relevant
verses entitled "Christ in the Quran". In his analysis of the verses, he does not consider
Jesus' being the spirit of God as evidence of his divinity, but rather considers it related
to the way he was born. By citing the reasons for Jesus' servitude in the verses of the
Quran, he rejects his divinity, considers Christians who insist on these teachings to be
infidels, and concludes that the Christian doctrine of the divinity of Jesus Christ is
rejected as a view similar to polytheism. Christ is in no way the Son of God. Rather, he
is a great prophet and messenger of God who, by special grace, in his life and in his
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person, is and remains a sign of God's mercy for the people of the world.

Despite these analyses, he under the statement, "La Taqulu Thalathah" (Do not say
three) from verse 171 of Surah An-Nisa, states that: "Three means that we believe in
one God in three assumptions, or we believe in three Gods".

Given the arguments he presented for the monotheism of God and the non-divinity of
Jesus (peace be upon him), he can be considered as one of the Christian theologians
who, despite the strong opposition of traditional churches, has found many supporters
among Christians with the theory of monotheism.

And there is also, one of the different Christian thought movements with a dissenting
reading of the Bible, called Jehovah's Witnesses, who do not believe in the Trinity and
believe in the creation of the concept of the Son in Jesus Christ, and introduce Christ as a
transcendent humanity and the perfect manifestation of God, not the incarnation of God.

Conclusion

A study of the interpretive approach of Adel Theodor Khoury, a German Catholic
priest and orientalist, in the following verses related to divine monotheism and the
rejection of the Christian Trinity, indicates that Theodor Khoury, in addition to
examining Muslim interpretations, in monotheistic verses and explicitly expressing his
complete belief in the monotheism of God, has presented a proof of divine monotheism
by juxtaposing verses indicating the claim of polytheism for hypocrite ones and
purification of God from it with verses that prove God's oneness and lack of need .

In the Trinity, by rejecting the divinity of Jesus (peace be upon him) through the verses
of the Quran, he believes that Christ is not the Son of God at all, but rather a great
prophet and messenger of God who is distinguished by a special grace and is a sign of
God's mercy for the people of the world. But if he stated, "Do not say, Three,' " (La
Taqulu Thalathah) meaning that we believe in one God in three assumptions, or that we
believe in three Gods, we can conclude that he is one of the new Christian theists who,
by rejecting the divinity of Jesus Christ, peace be upon him, considers him to be the
manifestation of God, not His incarnation. And finally, Theodore Khoury's conclusion
in proving divine monotheism or in rejecting the Trinity through divine verses does not
contradict the belief adopted by Islamic commentators, including Ayatollah Tabatabaei
and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli.
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