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A Forgotten Letter from Samad Behrangi to Iraj Afshar
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Affiliation:
Abstract:
Independent researcher and

writer This article unveils a forgotten letter from Samad Behrangi to Iraj Afshar that was recently has
beeb found among archival documents. The letter is undated and is believed to has been written
in March 1968. Among with his letter, Behrangi had sent three of his recently published books
to Afshar, hoping to be featured in the “Rahnamae Ketab” (Book Guide) magazine that Afshar
was the editor. Behrangi also touches briefly to previous correspondence on their intellectual
disagreements between them and requested his new article on Shah Ismail Khetaei to be
published, emphasizing on not to be manipulated. In that article he criticized Westernized
historiography and errors in Iranian historical recording. Behrangi’s article made serious
criticisms of historians who have ignored the other books of Shah Ismail in Turkish language and
have distorted history through either negligence or intent. Behrangi's letter is important as it
reflects his cultural view and literary concerns during his literary activities and his emphasis on
the need to revise Iranian historiography. Not only Samad Behrangi's books are not introduced
in that periodical, but also his article, even though he had previously published five articles there,
was never published either during his lifetime or after his sudden death at that year. This article
reveals aspects of Behrangi's character and thoughts that have been less addressed before.

Key words: Samad Behrangi, Iraj Afshar, Rahnamaye Ketab (Book Guide), Shah Ismayil
Khatayi.
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Somad Behrangidan Irac Ofsara unudulmus maktubu

Xlasa:

Bu moagalada arxiv sonadlori arasinda bu yaxinlarda askarlanan Somod Behranginin iroc Ofsara
yazdig1 nadir moktub aragdirilir. Moktubun tarixi gostorilmoyib vo 1968-ci ilin martinda yazildig
giman edilir. Behrangi bu moktubla birlikdo Ofsara son ii¢ kitabin1 gondoarib vo bu asarlarin
Ofsarin bas redaktoru oldugu “Rahnomaye Ketab” (Kitab balodgisi) jurnalinda togdim olunmasini
arzulayib. Behrongi bu moktubda gabaqcadan aralarindaki olan diisiinco togqusmasina qisaca
toxunmusdur. O, gorblosmis tarixsiinashg1 v tarixi geydlordoki sohvlori tonqid etdiyi Sah Ismay1l
Xotayi hagqinda yeni mogalasinin “heg bir al doymomis” sokilda nosr olunmasini istayir. Behrangi
hamin magaloda Sah Ismayilin tiirkco asarlarini gérmamazliys vuran, sehlonkarliq vo ya gosdlo
tarixi tohrif edon tarixcilori ciddi tangid edir. Behranginin magalasi onun adabi foaliyyati dévrinds
modani va odobi qaygilarii oks etdirdiyi vo Iran tarixsiinasliginin yenidon nozardan kegirilmasinin
zoruriliyini vurguladigi tgiin ohomiyystlidir. Somad Behronginin gondordiyi kitablar homin
jurnalda tagdim edilmir, holo 0 mogalasi do. Ovvallar homin jurnalda bes moagalssi dorc olunmasina
baxmayaraq, no onun sagliginda, no do homin ildo gofil 6lumilndon sonar da he¢ vaxt ¢ap
olunmayib. Bu yazida Behrongi soxsiyystinin va diisiincalarinin avvollor az bshs edilon toraflori

aciqlanir.

Acar sozlar: Somod Behrongi, Iroc Ofsar, Rahnamaye Ketab (Kitab bolodgisi), Sah Ismayil
Xatayi.
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Samad Behrengi'den Irec Afsar'a Unutulmus Mektup
Yunis Leysi-Derilou

E-posta:

Younes.Leysi@gmail.com

Ozet:
Uyelik:

Bagimsiz yazar ve arastirmaci Bu makalede, yakin zamanda arsiv belgeleri arasinda kesfedilen Samad Behrengi'nin Irec
Afsar'a yazdigt nadir bir mektup incelenmektedir. Mektubun tarihi belirtilmemis olup, 1968
yilinin Mart ayinda yazildigi tahmin ediliyor. Behrengi, bu mektubuyla birlikte Afsar'a son iig
kitabin1 géndermis ve bu eserlerin Afsar'in yazi isleri miidiirliigiinii yaptig1 "Rahnemaye Ketab"
(Kitap Rehberi) dergisinde tanitilmasini istemistir. Behrengi bu mektubunda ayrica aralarmdaki
gegmis fikir ayriliklarina da kisaca deginiyor. Sah Ismayil Hatayi hakkinda yazdig1 ve Batil
tarih yaziciligint ve tarihi kayitlardaki hatalari elestirdigi yeni yazisinin "kusursuz" olarak
yayinlanmasini istiyor. Behrengi, s6z konusu yazisinda, Sah Ismayil'in Tiirkcedeki eserlerini
gormezden gelen ve tarihi ihmal veya kasit yoluyla ¢arpitan tarihgilere yonelik agir elestirilerde
bulunmaktadir. Behrengi'nin makalesi, onun edebi faaliyetleri sirasindaki kiilturel ve edebi
kaygilarin1 yansitmasi ve Iran tarih yazimmin gézden gegirilmesi gerekliligine vurgu yapmasi
bakimindan 6nemlidir. Samad Behrengi'nin gonderdigi kitaplarin tanitimi s6z konusu dergide
yapilmadigi gibi, daha 6nce dergide bes makalesi yayimlanmig olmasina ragmen, ne sagliginda,
ne de ayni yil ani 6liimiinden sonra, makalesi hi¢cbir zaman yayimlanmamistir. Bu makale
Behrengi'nin kisiliginin ve diigiincelerinin daha 6nce pek ele alinmamis yonlerini ortaya

koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Samad Behrengi, Irec Afsar, Rahnemaye Ketab (Kitap Rehberi), Sah
Ismayil Hatayi
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