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The Battle of Chaldiran was a pivotal event during the formation and
consolidation of the Safavid state, as it dealt a heavy blow to the
seemingly invincible image of Shah Ismail and significantly
undermined his legitimacy. The shock of this defeat forced pro-Safavid
historians to reconsider how the battle was represented in historical
narratives. This article, through a descriptive-analytical approach, seeks
to explore how historiographical sources of the Safavid era responded
to this military failure. An examination of the representations of the
Battle of Chaldiran in the histories written during Shah Ismail’s reign
and afterward reveals two distinct narrative strategies. The first appears
in works such as Habib al-Siyar and Futuhat-e Shahi, where denial and
marginalization of the defeat dominate. Futuhat-e Shahi completely
omits the event to avoid tarnishing the king’s image. Khandmir also
treats the defeat as insignificant, outright rejecting its impact. The
second approach, found in post-Ismail historical texts, acknowledges
the bitterness of the loss, yet shifts the blame to the Qizilbash forces.
These accounts are shaped to preserve the grandeur of Shah Ismail and
to protect the foundations of Safavid legitimacy from disruption.
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