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Decree on the Endowment and Distribution of Shares
of Water from the Farhadabad Qanat in Shiraz
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Abstract

Farhad Mirza Mo'tamed al-Dowleh, during his
governorship over Fars (1293-1298 AH), paid special
attention to the development and prosperity of Shiraz.
Among his efforts was the dredging and restoration of the
Karim Khani ganats, during which a new qanat was
established and named "Farhadabad.". Farhad Mirza
endowed a portion of this qanat's water and distributed
another portion among the nobles in Fars. Little is known
about the Farhadabad qanat in Shiraz, with only a few
local sources briefly mentioning it. Therefore, the present
study aims to explore the historical dimensions,
endowment conditions, and distribution of water shares
from the Farhadabad qanat based on the decree issued by
Farhad Mirza Mo'tamed al-Dowleh on this matter. This
article adopts a historical research method with a
descriptive-analytical approach, relying on archival
documents and first-hand historical sources. The findings
indicate that the Farhadabad qanat was located near the
Jowshak spring in the Qasr-e Qomsheh plain. It was
discovered in early Sha'ban 1295 AH during Farhad Mirza
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Mo'tamed al-Dowleh's inspection of the Karim Khani
ganats, but its utilization took about a year to start. The
water volume of the Farhadabad qanat was approximately
one to one-and-a-half sang'. The water flowed toward
Shiraz via the *Nahr-e A'zam* (Great Canal) and into the
main distribution point (*Moqqasem-e A'la*) along two
river bends (*Band-e Rudkhaneh* and Mogarrab), where
it was used. The water from the Farhadabad qanat was
divided into fourteen shares: four shares were endowed to
the Khan School in Shiraz and its adjacent reservoir, while
the remaining ten shares were allocated to ten influential
scholars and dignitaries of Fars, with one share per person.
It is likely that before his departure from the governorship
of Fars (Rab1' al-Thant 1298 AH), Farhad Mirza modified
the endowment terms, redirecting part of the qanat's shares
in favor of the Takyeh (mausoleum) of *Esmat al-
Saltaneh*, the wife of his son Abdolali Mirza, located in
the Hafeziyeh complex. He dedicated the charitable
rewards (thawab) of the Farhadabad ganat to the souls of
his parents and the parents of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar.
However, the benefits of this endowment primarily
favored a select few nobles of Shiraz.

Keywords: Decree, Farhadabad Qanat, Farhad Mirza
Mo'tamed al-Dowleh, Shiraz, Qajar Period.

1. A traditional unit of water measurement
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Decree on the Endowment and Distribution of Shares of
Water from the Farhadabad Qanat in Shiraz

Extensive Abstract

Introduction: Farhad Mirza Mo'tamad al-Dawlah (1233-1305AH/1818-
1888AC) served as the governor of Fars from the Rabi' al-Thani of 1293
AH to the Rabi' al-Thani of 1298 AH (1876-1881AC). He was a powerful
ruler who, with the assistance of Mirza Ali Akbar Khan Qavam al-Molk,
managed to end widespread insecurity in Fars. Farhad Mirza also paid
attention to urban development and prosperity. Among his charitable
works in Shiraz during this period are the construction of the Mosalla Iwan
and Farhad-abad garden, as well as the renovation of the Taheriyeh
Mosque, the Nizamiyah School, and the Khan School's water reservoir. He
also played a role in improving the water situation in Shiraz, including the
dredging and repair of the Karim Khani ganats. The Karim Khani ganats
consist of five Qanats: Kheyr Allah Khani, Mohammad Taher Khani, Seid
Morad Khani, Ali Morad Khani, and Gowd-e Maryam. The source of
these Qanats is located in the Qasr-e Qomsheh, in the northwestern
outskirts of Shiraz. The Jushak spring, the most water-rich spring in the
Shiraz basin, also flows from this region. During his inspection of the
Karim Khani ganats, Farhad Mirza noticed a water channel to the west of
the Jushak spring. Following excavation, this channel was transformed into
an aqueduct referred to as "Farhadabad" or "Farhadiyeh." Farhad Mirza
endowed a portion of the water from this aqueduct, while the remaining
supply was allocated among Fars' notables. There is not much information
available about the Farhadabad ganat in Shiraz, and it is only briefly
mentioned in some local sources. Therefore, the aim of this research is to
understand the historical dimensions, the conditions of the endowment, and
the distribution of water shares of the Farhadabad qanat in Shiraz.
Methodology: This article initially addresses the dredging of the Karim-
khani ganats during Farhad Mirza's governorship of Fars. Subsequently,
we will explain the method of dividing the water shares of the Farhadabad
ganat and the conditions set by Farhad Mirza. The data presented in this
section is derived from a comprehensive review and analysis of the decree
issued by Farhad Mirza concerning the Farhadabad qanat. The original
document is preserved in the National Library and Archives of Iran. This
decree is inscribed in black ink using broken Nasta'liq script across 21
lines, with water shares denoted in Siagh script between the tenth and
eleventh lines of the document. Farhad Mirza's seal is imprinted on the
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right side of the document, parallel to the first line. The edited text of this
decree is appended to the end of the article. This study employs the
historical research method and a descriptive-analytical approach, relying
primarily on archival documents.

Conclusions: The results of this investigation indicate that the Farhadabad
ganat was located near the Jushak spring, in the Qasr-e Qomsheh region.
This aqueduct was discovered in early Sha'ban 1295AH/1878AC, during
Farhad Mirza Mo'tamad al-Dawlah's inspection of the Karim-khani ganats.
Apparently, good and continuous rainfall in that year had increased the
volume of water in the Qasr-e Qomsheh region, but the deterioration of the
Karim-khani qanats had prevented the utilization of this resources. This
issue was the main reason for Farhad Mirza's attention to this area,
resulting in the discovery of the Farhadabad ganat. The water from the
Farhad-abad aqueduct began to flow into the water channels of Shiraz
from Jumada al-Awwal 1296AH/1879AC. However, the decree for the
division of its water shares was issued in Sha'ban 1296AH/1879AC, a year
after the initial discovery.

The Farhadabad aqueduct's water output measured between one and one
and a half Sang (stones). Like other Qanats in the Qasr-e Qomsheh area,
the water from this aqueduct flowed towards Shiraz via the Nahr-e Azam
River, subsequently dividing into two channels known as Band-i
Rudkhaneh and Band-1 Moqarrab at Mogassem-¢ Aela and then flowing
towards the gardens of Qasr-e Dasht.

The water of the Farhadabad aqueduct was split into fourteen shares:
allocated to the Khan school and reservoir's, while the remaining ten were
distributed among prominent nobles of Fars, each receiving one share.
These individuals were Sheikh Yahya, Sheikh Mohammad Hossain
Sheikh al-Islam, Mirza Ahmad Veghar, Mirza Mohammad Reza
Mostowfi; Mirza Abu Taleb Nawwab, Farrokh Mirza Qajar, Haji Mirza
Hassan Fasa'i; Haji Mirza Karim Sarraf, Haji Mirza Abdullah Khan (the
agent of Bandar Abbas), and Agha Mohammad Hossain Sarraf.

It is believed that prior to his removal from the governorship of Fars
(Shaban 1298 AH), Farhad Mirza altered the allocation of some aqueduct
shares to support the tomb (Takyeh) of Esmat al-Saltanah, his son
Abdullah Mirza's wife. He dedicated the aqueduct's rewards to honor the
memory of his parents and those of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar.

Keywords: Decree, Farhadabad Qanat, Farhad Mirza Mo'tamed al-
Dowleh, Shiraz, Qajar Period.



