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Abstract

Throughout history, historical structures have played a
significant role in identifying the culture and customs of
various civilizations. Among these structures, bathhouses
were spaces with diverse functions that had a profound
impact on understanding the culture and architecture of
different eras. Therefore, examining the architecture of
bathhouses seems to reflect the extent to which popular
culture and traditions influenced the formation of these
structures, and the significance of the present study lies in
exploring this topic. In this regard, it can be stated that
since the Safavid period was the most brilliant era in the
history of the Iranian architecture, and alongside this
grandeur, the design and construction of bathhouses
reached their peak, and on the other hand, given that the
Ottomans shared many religious and ritual commonalities
with the Safavid Iran, the authors of this article, using a
historical-interpretive method, examined the bilateral
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relationship between the architecture of Safavid and
Ottoman bathhouses and the influence of popular culture
and traditions on them. Accordingly, the following
questions were addressed: How did culture and popular
traditions influence the architecture of Safavid and
Ottoman bathhouses? What differences and similarities
exist between Safavid and Ottoman bathhouse
architectures in terms of the influence of popular culture
and traditions? The findings indicate that in the Ottoman
Empire, the cultural focus was primarily on the spatial
arrangement of the men's and women's sections, whereas
in the Safavid Empire, religious considerations took
precedence over the spatial and structural layout of the
bathhouses and the spatial organization and decorations
were more aligned with addressing the spiritual needs of
humans.
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The effect of popular culture and traditions on the
architecture of Safavid and Ottoman bathhouses

Extended Abstract

Throughout history, historical structures, particularly bathhouses, have
served as multifunctional spaces that not only provided hygiene and
purification services but also played a pivotal role in the cultural, social,
and ritualistic life of various civilizations. This study explores the influence
of folk culture and popular rituals on the architecture of bathhouses during
the Safavid and Ottoman periods, with a focus on identifying the
similarities and differences between these two civilizations in their
architectural responses to folk customs and practices. The Safavid era,
known for its flourishing in Iranian architecture and associated arts,
marked the pinnacle of bathhouse design, construction, and decoration.
During this period, bathhouses were not only seen as places of hygiene but
were also integral to the social fabric, playing a significant role in public
rituals, much like other public spaces such as mills, coffeehouses, and
caravanserais. Bathhouses became key sites in folk culture, with notable
involvement in public ceremonies such as weddings, where the bride and
groom's visit to the bathhouse often marked the beginning of the
celebrations. Bathhouses, as influential spaces in the socio-cultural life of
communities, were generally located in central urban areas, near markets,
mosques, and schools, ensuring easy accessibility for the public. This
strategic placement within cities underscored the importance of these
structures in daily life. In the Ottoman Empire, bathhouses similarly
functioned as more than mere hygienic facilities. They were central to the
social life of the time, with numerous bathhouses being constructed,
ranging from public baths within marketplaces to private ones found in
palaces and aristocratic mansions. The significant number of bathhouses in
the Ottoman period can be attributed to their profitable nature, as these
spaces were considered valuable sources of income and, consequently,
often endowed to charitable causes. Furthermore, bathhouses in the
Ottoman Empire served as important social hubs, facilitating interactions
among individuals who gathered in places like mosques. Given the
historical, religious, and cultural similarities between the Safavid and
Ottoman periods, this study aims to compare and contrast the architectural
characteristics and functions of bathhouses in these two civilizations. The
research findings reveal that, in the Ottoman Empire, considerable
attention was paid to the spatial organization of the male and female
sections of bathhouses, as well as their use in cultural ceremonies such as
weddings and childbirth. Specific areas within the bathhouses were
designed and dedicated for such events, providing a clear distinction
between ceremonial functions and ordinary bathing practices. Conversely,
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during the Safavid period, bathhouses reflected not only social functions
but also religious and moral considerations, such as the principles of
privacy and the separation of spaces for men and women. This
architectural design was influenced by the period's broader religious and
ethical values, which emphasized modesty and proper conduct. In addition
to addressing the social and hygienic needs of the population, the
architecture of Safavid bathhouses also considered the spiritual and
humanistic dimensions of the bathhouse experience. Features such as color
schemes, ornamental decorations, muqarnas (intricate vaulted designs),
and variations in ceiling heights were incorporated into the bathhouse
design to enhance the visitors' spiritual experience, addressing both
physical and emotional needs. Such attention to the spiritual and aesthetic
dimensions, however, was not as prominent in the architecture of Ottoman
bathhouses. The Ottoman design approach focused more on functional and
social aspects, with less emphasis placed on creating a spiritually enriching
environment.

Despite these differences, there were significant cultural and religious
commonalities between the two civilizations, particularly in their emphasis
on gender segregation within bathhouses. Both the Safavid and Ottoman
societies placed great importance on maintaining separate spaces for men
and women, reflecting shared religious values and social norms regarding
modesty and privacy. These commonalities in architectural practice can be
seen as a result of the similar Islamic cultural and religious frameworks
that influenced both empires. However, despite the overarching similarities
in cultural and religious values, the divergent folk customs and practices in
each civilization led to noticeable differences in the spatial and functional
arrangements of the bathhouses. The study concludes that folk culture and
popular rituals were critical in shaping the architectural design of
bathhouses during the Safavid and Ottoman periods. While both Iran and
the Ottoman Empire were Islamic societies and shared many cultural
influences, the specific folk traditions and ritualistic practices in each
society led to distinct architectural outcomes. The bathhouses in both
civilizations were not simply utilitarian structures but served as integral
parts of the social and cultural fabric of their respective societies. Folk
rituals, religious beliefs, and cultural practices were instrumental in
determining how these spaces were designed, organized, and used. Thus, it
can be asserted that both folk culture and religious rituals played a crucial
role in the architectural development of bathhouses in the Safavid and
Ottoman periods, shaping their spatial layouts, decorative elements, and
functional significance.

Keywords: Bathhouse Architecture, Safavid Bathhouses, Ottoman
Bathhouses, Folk Culture, Popular Rituals, Cultural Influences,
Islamic Architecture.



