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Abstract 
The concept of freedom is one of the most fundamental ideas 
of the modern era. It emerged during the Iranian 
Constitutional Revolution alongside concepts such as law and 
equality. This concept sparked disagreements and debates. 
The present article examines the concept of freedom in the 
thought of one of the intellectuals of the Constitutional era, 
Mirza Malkum Khan. Using a descriptive and analytical 
approach and relying on Malkum Khan's writings, it seeks to 
answer the question of what Malkum thought of the concept 
of freedom. The research shows that Mirza Malkum Khan 
focused less on the philosophical foundations of freedom and 
more on its practical manifestations. Among freedoms, he has 
focused on the freedom and security of life, property, press, 
and expression. He did not consider freedom to be absolute 
and set boundaries for it, distinguishing it from chaos. Another 
notable point in Malkum Khan's thought is his emphasis on 
the role of the people and their desire for freedom in the 
emergence of the concept of freedom. 
Keywords: Freedom, Malkum Khan, Security of Property, 
Security of Life, Freedom of the Press, Freedom of Expression.
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Extensive Abstract 
Introduction: The concept of freedom is one of the most fundamental 
concepts of the new era. There is a vast literature about this concept 
all over the world. In Iran's constitutionalism, the concept of freedom 
coexists with concepts such as law and equality. The history of the 
concept of freedom in Iran has not been written yet, and it is not 
possible to provide an accurate division of its historical periods. 
However, there is almost no doubt that this concept gained a new 
meaning in the Qajar era. First, the travel writers mentioned this new 
understanding and later the intellectuals tried to clarify aspects of this 
concept for the Iranians in their treatises. In the Islamic and Iranian 
tradition, there was a concept called freedom from the past, but this 
concept was mostly understood in opposition to the concept of slavery 
or it was a concept in Sufism. Freedom in the new meaning refers to 
the concept of man and his role in determining his own destiny and 
the ability to do and not be limited by man and his independence. This 
new perception was met with oppositions and important conflicts in 
Iran's constitutionalism arose over this concept. This article examines 
this concept in the thought of one of the intellectuals of the 
constitutional era, Mirza Malkam Khan. This article seeks to answer 
the question that what was Malkam's understanding of the concept of 
freedom and which freedoms did he refer to? 
Methodology: In this article, we have investigated and found answers 
to the questions by using the descriptive-analytical method and relying 
on Malkam Khan's writings. 
Findings: Malkam Khan's words about freedom do not have a precise 
coherence, and he did not address this concept in an independent 
treatise. In all the researches that have dealt with Malkam Khan's 
thought before this article, in explaining the concept of freedom, they 
have pointed to treatises that do not belong to Malkam. By studying 
the works of Malkam, this research has come to the conclusion that he 
has made scattered references to the concept of freedom in various 
treatises and also in the law newspaper. The first point is that Malkam 
Khan considered freedom as the result of other measures and he 
believed that until the composition of the Iranian government is 
reformed and the way of governance in Iran is not changed and the 
concept of law does not emerge, we cannot hope for the concept of 



 

 

freedom. Another point is that the concepts of right and freedom are 
very close in Malkam's thought, and Malkam mentions freedom and 
its types in the explanation of the nation's rights. Apart from this, he 
mentions different types of freedom in his other writings. In these 
writings, he has given dozens of examples of freedom without giving 
the slightest explanation about them. Among all the freedoms, he has 
addressed a few limited ones and provided explanations about them. 
Freedom and right to property, freedom and right to life, freedom of 
press and freedom of speech. Malkam believes that security is 
achieved by securing these freedoms. In explaining these freedoms, 
Malekum also points out the important point that none of these 
freedoms are unconditional and unlimited, and the rights of others 
cannot be violated. The interesting and debatable point in Malkam 's 
thought is that he tries to show that all these freedoms exist in Islam 
and are not something new. This view and analysis is one of the 
characteristics of Malakm's thought, and he always tries to prove that 
the topics discussed in the new world and Western civilization exist in 
Islamic thought, and he knew that this was a solution that was 
necessary for these concepts to enter Iran. Malkam Khan believed that 
freedom is for the people and until the people do not reach a level of 
freedom and cannot defend their rights and fight for it, one cannot 
hope for the emergence of freedom in a country. 
Discussion and conclusion: This research shows that Malkam Khan 
has less focused on the intellectual foundations of freedom and has 
focused more on mentioning its examples, and among the freedoms, 
he has discussed the freedom and security of life, property, pen and 
expression in detail. He also did not consider freedom as absolute and 
set limits for it and separated its border from chaos. Another point of 
Malkam is to emphasize and pay attention to the role of people and 
their desire for freedom in the emergence of the concept of freedom. 
 
Keywords: freedom, Malkam Khan, security of property, security of 
life, freedom of press, freedom of speech. 


