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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The collection of imaginative works created by people of a society and transferred orally from
one generation to another is called folklore literature. This type of literature is the cultural
heritage of the previous generations of a society and a testament to their powerful imagination
and emotions in different periods of life (Mirhadi, 1999: 142). Folklore literature is produced
in both forms of poetry and prose and can be divided into subcategories such as lullaby, tale,
legend, anecdotes, etc. (Mahjoub, 2007: 45). One subgenre of folklore literature are the tales
which are popular among ethnic groups. This type of literature is “the result of the collective
consciousness of people who have expressed their wishes, beliefs, pains, worldviews,
happiness and unhappiness in different forms and have transferred them from one generation
to another though centuries” (Mahjoub, 2007: 35). One of the provinces in Iran which is rich
in folklore literature is Northern Khorasan which hosts ethnic groups of Turk, Kurmanj, Tat
and Turman. In this article, the types of folklore tales of the Sankhast region, which is part of
Jajarm county inhabited by Tats, are analyzed and discussed.

Methodology

This research aims to study the Tati tales of Sankhast region by a descriptive-analytical
method based on the Aarne-Thompson—Uther Index in order to find the most frequent types
of each group and classify them in a scientific pattern.

Discussion
Tales are considered a rich source for culture, thoughts, education, etc.; however, they are
getting forgotten in today’s modern world; therefore, it is necessary to conduct more research
for collecting, registering, analyzing and presenting them. The folklore literature of Northern
Khorasan is one of the most dynamic literatures in Iran. These tales that are transferred from
one generation to another in the north-eastern regions of Iran contain valuable information
about the costumes, traditions and beliefs of this ethnic group. Therefore, it is important not
only to collect and publish them, but also to analyze them as a type of literature. In this light,
this research seeks the answers to the following questions:

- What common roots can be found in the Tati tales of the Sankhast region and the folk tales from

other parts of Iran?
- What is the frequency of each of the types introduced by Aarne—Thompson—Uther Index in Tati
tales?

- What are the aims of these tales beside entertainment?
Conclusion
Oral tales are one type of folklore literature and the study of different versions of them and
their themes is conducive to ethnographic information. These tales and the main cause of their
attraction is based on a number of familiar themes. Folk tales are regarded as mythological,
epic and cultural manifestations of ethnic groups and nations. They are rooted mostly in oral
tradition of Naqgqali in each ethnic group and culture. The tradition of Nagqali has always
been popular in different forms, especially through oral story-telling. The folk tales of some
of the Iranian ethnicities are studied from different perspectives; however, very few studies
have been conducted on Tati folk tales in Sankhast region in Northern Khorasan. Therefore,
in this study, the subjects and themes of Tati tales are identified in the form of various
diagrams with the help of Aarne-Thompson-Uther Index and some of their main elements are
discussed. In this research, 30 tales from among Tati tales which are collected in Nights of
Desert are studied. Six themes including real animals and creatures, imaginary animals and
creatures, persons, normal events and actions, abnormal events and actions, concepts and
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subjects were extracted and the frequency of their appearance were shown using a chart, and
then explained. The most frequently used word of each group is, respectively, jackal, simorgh,
king, framing others, animals talking and falling in love. Finding the least frequently used
words is impossible in some of the groups because some of data had similar frequencies. At
any rate, in the theme of persons, the least frequent person is father’s wife. The themes in the
tales were discussed from the perspective of their types, and then divided, in sum, into 10
types of real animals and creatures, imaginary animals and creatures, persons, normal events
and actions, abnormal events and actions, concepts and subjects, places, magical things,
natural elements and occupations.
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