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Purpose: The battle with a dragon is an element among the features of
heroism that highlights the distinction between a hero and an ordinary
person. In most cases, the hero succeeds in defeating these creatures. The
dragon, as a mythical being, has been described in various ways in lIran
and other cultures, with its characteristics differing based on the history
and culture of each civilization. The epic of Beowulf and the Seven Khans
of Esfandiyar are epics in which the battle with a dragon is described as a
significant event; in the Seven Khans of Esfandiyar, where the dragon
appears in the third,s Khan, it is killed by Esfandiyar's intelligence and
skill, whereas in the epic of Beowulf, in addition to Beowulf killing the
dragon, this battle is also the cause of Beowulf's death; it should be noted
that in both epics, the dragon is depicted as a malevolent force and an anti-
hero. The aim of this research is to examine the motif of the battle with the
dragon in the two epic narratives of Shahnameh and Beowulf, to identify
the similarities and differences present in both works.

Method/research: This research was conducted using a library-based
method. In this research, the authors aim to examine the battle with the
dragon as one of the most prominent heroic indicators in a comparative
approach with the epic Beowulf.

Findings/conclusion: In this study, the physical appearance of the dragon,
the weapon used to battle the dragon, and the reasons for the hero's fight
with the dragon have been analyzed and examined, concluding that the
theme of war and battle in heroic texts is one of the core themes of an epic
narrative, and the motif of battling a dragon is an essential and recurring
feature for a hero in most epics around the world, with the theme of both
epics revolving around the conflict of good versus evil and ultimately the
triumph of good over evil and the malevolent.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The Seven khan of Esfandiar, as one of the epic tales in the Shahnameh, describes events that
are illustrated with the highest heroic qualities. In fact, it should be said that moments of
revelation and insight within a heroic narrative are guided by the creative thought and self-
reflection of the narrator, portraying heroic acts akin to creative endeavours. The warrior's
combat demonstrates a pathway to rediscovering wholeness and transcendence; a salvation
that can involve remedying past mistakes, healing emotional wounds, or overcoming personal
shortcomings. The hero faces obstacles that exhibit various stages of heroism, such as
crossing thresholds, confronting dragons, or acquiring magical items, and fighting with
unique tools, which are recognized as distinctive markers of a hero. Thus, the indicators of
heroism can be divided into eight categories: 1- invulnerability, 2- battling dragons and
demons (supernatural beings), 3- combat skills, 4- chanting battle verses, 5- performing
magic, 6- foreign marriage, 7- disguise from rivals, 8- weapons of war. However, in this
research, the authors aim to examine the indicator of battling dragons as one of the most
prominent heroic traits through a comparative approach with the epic of Beowulf.

Methodology

In this study, which aims to compare and analyze the heroic characteristics in the Shahnameh
and the epic of Beowulf, we will first clarify the underlying principles. After identifying,
selecting, and reviewing the main and related sources, necessary information will be
documented and categorized to explain the topic. It's important to note that this research has
been conducted using a library method and involves a parallel comparison between related
structures through shared sources. In fact, this method is aligned with the parallelism between
similar structures, meaning those that originate from a national history.

Discussion

The battle with a dragon is a motif that has existed in many epic and mythological texts for a
long time; however, the dragons described in the Shahnameh and religious texts of Iran differ
in their physical appearance. Similarly, in the epic of Beowulf, this appearance is different
from what exists in Eastern and Iranian culture and mythology. The last work of Anglo-Saxon
poetry, Beowulf, includes Beowulf's fight with a dragon, the third monster he confronts in the
epic. Upon returning from Heorot, where he killed Grendel and Grendel's mother, Beowulf
becomes the king of the Geats and rules justly for fifty years until a slave, by stealing a
jeweled cup from the dragon’s lair, causes the guardian dragon to awaken and become furious.
When the enraged dragon mercilessly burns the homes of the Geats, Beowulf decides to
confront the dragon personally and kill it. The battle with the dragon symbolizes Beowulf's
stand against evil and destruction, and as a hero, he knows that this defeat will bring ruin to
his people after years of peace (Nietzsche, 290:1999). In the Shahnameh and the Seven Khans
of Esfandiyar (the third Khan), the dragon's appearance is described with the following
characteristics: 1- Fire-breathing 2- Body covered in spikes 3- A large figure 4- A warm and
burning tail 5- Poisonous fire 6- Bloodshot, red eyes.

Conclusion

The battle with the dragon in these two narratives has an ancient, ritualistic form; because the
goal of the fight isn't just to advance a hero's objectives, but to save a land and support the
people for whom the hero feels a sense of responsibility. Of course, the desire for revenge
from tribes and kings also plays a significant role in this context. The theme of vengeance is
more prominent in Beowulf, and Beowulf’s ambition for power stands out more than that of
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Esfandiar. However, the desire for a good name and a spiritual legacy is equally evident for
both heroes. They do not give in during the battle with the dragon and, with guidance and
support from their surroundings, they manage to defeat the dragon; yet Beowulf is killed in
the fight, whereas Esfandiar simply loses consciousness without any harm and, with the help
of Peshotan, regains consciousness and heads to the next episode. Beowulf doesn’t have a
predetermined goal in his battle with the dragon; rather, this fight is prompted by the incident
of a theft from the dragon's treasure, which drives Beowulf to confront the dragon. In
Esfandiar’s case, his battle with the dragon is portrayed as a destined challenge that he
initiates to navigate the difficult path of rescuing his sisters and achieve a greater goal.
Esfandiar’s strategy in fighting the dragon is cunning and shaped by a ritualistic thought
process; however, in Beowulf’s case, the hero relies on his sword to defend himself and
triumph over the dragon, which ultimately leads to the hero’s death. The physical form of the
dragon is described almost the same in both epics, meaning both dragons are wingless and
serpentine in shape, representing evil and the devil. The dragon in Beowulf serves as a
guardian for the treasure, but the dragon in Esfandiar's Seven Khans is described with a
warrior's traits, in a confrontation against the hero. The motif of battle and the tools of combat
feature prominently in both narratives. The core theme of both epics revolves around the
struggle between good and evil, culminating in the triumph of good over evil and the devil.
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Western Dragons
and the Golden Ratio

A+B
A

+B V ) {
i )
Head Neck
B A
A+B
Head Foreleg /
B A e 7
A+B
H+N Body
B8

H+N+B Tail
B A
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Eastern Dragons AvB A
and the Golden Ratio A = B

Head Mid-Neck

(Neck=2A)

HeN Body
o A

HeN+ 8 Tail
B A

Diagram 3a

Feathered Dragons
and the Golden Ratio

ArB A
-

ArB
Head Mid-Neck
a

(Neck=2A)

HaN
=Y

HeN+B Tail
B A

Oiagrom 3b

Western Dragons
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After he spoke, the huge serpent came raging , ol Sz Syl sl 055 oo 5l dn
the death-dealing terror striking forth once i ke Ko b LS e i O
again ,

surging with flames, seeking to attack its hated ., > Jlis « 5 odws Jl= s 5T sladdas
foe,

(el 3)9'- Jj.ﬂ..;ﬂ QLA.\.;J
Waves of fire swept Wiglaf’s shield
(Beowulf,2005:215)
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monster’s fangs well up in his breast.
sl

(Ibid:217)
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so the warrior’s sword, gleaming
with gold

plunged into the dragon, and the
deadly flames
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Began to die down. Then once more
the king

gained control of himself, and
gripped his short sword,

Sharpened for battle that he wore at
his waist and the people’s protector
sliced through the

serpent(Beowulf,2005:217).
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The victor held those treasures for
many half-years,

the shining sword , until his own son

could perform bold deeds, as his
father had before.

When in his old age, he left from
this life,(Ibid:213)
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the last time: | would not wish to
bear a sword

a weapon against the dragon,
if I knew another way

to fulfil my boast, to grapple with
this beast
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as | did against Grendel a long time JUS als 55 e Lok 5 5 sboles
ago

e3>
But here I will face a foe breathing Sohsy kesge &S 35T L byl s Ul
fire(Ibid:209)
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Then the renowned Warrior rose Up 5 L Gig,ae (s pmn 7
with his shield ,
‘Cﬁwl?'-ﬁ

bold under his helmet, bearing his L oast Ko o)) il g (B350 L

battle-coat Wl 03,5 (5

under the stone-cliffs, and trusting in -5 = = 6 & slazel 5 K slae s 5
the strength

of himself alone. Such is not o ¥ 5l el s ples 4 it
cowardly conduct !

He who survived many dangerous Ol SU st Sliske 51 ol 5 &S

struggles ,
wbﬂ DI VJLM:

swords crashing together, strongin |, - Tl S S er a ) b led

CL;-.Y‘)J.A

when warriors on foot clashed madly Sl b 4 esly OL K 35
with weapons (Ibid).
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(Oles)

When he would be forced to fight
with the dragon . By then he had

heard how the feud arose |,

The wretched fugitive, who in
misery was forced to show the way.

Then the ruler of the Geats, swelling
with rage,

Went in a troop of twelve to observe
the dragon .

A scourge to men, since by the
betrayer’s hand the priceless cup

came into his possession .

With them there, as the thirteenth
man , was the one who had caused

all of this conflict,
He went against his will to the site

where he saw the underground hall
the barrow under earth, close by the
surging sea ,

The mound inside was full of
treasures and wire ornaments.

The terrible guardian ,well-prepared

for fighting, possessed those gold-
riches (Ibid: 203).
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