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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

While criticizing previous philosophy for neglecting the relationship between "language” and
"consciousness”, Merleau-Ponty explains perception and consciousness of the individual in
the context of language and language in the context of the living body. he considers language
as knowledge, awareness and thinking and he considers a kind of correlation between
thinking, language and body. Merleau-Ponty considers each person as his meaningful and
expressive body and calls him “Flesh”.

According to him, speech is one of the types of expressive actions of the body and silence is
the foundation of language (silent language) and a pre-reflective and pre-aware thing (at the
level of sensory perceptions); Also, although the creation and recognition of linguistic
conventions and rules and literary works begins with preconscious sensory perceptions, these
matters cannot be reduced to mere sensory perceptions; All signs, meanings, significations,
rules and language conventions are a pre-existing accumulation and a product of thinking and
expressive action of a world-culture, and the flesh first understands and learns them and then
uses them to communicate with the world and communicate with others.

However, this common language world between the community and the individual is
limited to human thinking and cognitive abilities and is an internal matter, but with each
person's "bodily understanding™ and “personal application™ of its rules and conventions, it
becomes more meaningful and wide. While examining the phenomenology of language
according to Merleau-Ponty, this article tries to phenomenology the metaphorical-allegorical
language of mystical poetry based on the opinions of this French philosopher and to answer
the question of whether mystical symbolism can be studied with Merleau-Ponty's
phenomenological approach?

Methodology

The present study is qualitative in type, fundamental-developmental in purpose, and was
conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. This article, relying on components
extracted from Merleau-Ponty's phenomenological-linguistic views, studies the metaphorical
language of Iranian mystical poetry. The statistical population of this study is the mystical
poems of poets such as Rumi, Hafez, and Iraqi, and the author has purposefully selected 30
verses from these poems for study and reference.

Discussion

Every literary and artistic work (for example, a mystical poem) is an expression and
manifestation of a lived linguistic experience in the world (for example, a traditional society);
according to Merleau-Ponty, man expresses his experience of the world through art, literature,
and especially through language (Manen, 1990: 14). A literary or artistic work is formed from
the living and bodily interaction of the flesh with the world. The mystical artist, looking at the
world of tradition, is immersed in it, and the viewer (the mystic) and the seen (the world-
language of tradition) become one.

According to Merleau-Ponty, there is no ontological gap between the artist and his style,
between the artist’s body and his world, and between the artist’s language and his body.
Therefore, even if the poet is simply a follower of the poetic school of his predecessors, his
style of dealing with that school is individual, and it is possible for the phenomenologist to
recognize his individuality in poetry.

The individuality of the mystic is revealed in the metaphors and linguistic similes of
mystical poetry, or more accurately, in the flow of his metaphorical-figurative language, and
not in the use of established mystical terms with the same appearance and meaning that they
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have had in the past. Therefore, whenever a mystic in his treatise interprets a pre-existing
symbol in the world of mysticism, he adds another meaning to it and, by linking that symbol
to other meanings, concepts, and themes, he expands the semantic boundaries of that symbol
in the cognitive areas of his community. Although this expansion of meanings is the result of
the individuality and development of the mystic's sensory and bodily perceptions, it is the
conscious use of the metaphorical-figurative language of the mystic and mystical literature
that has brought about such an expansion in the meaning of each symbol.

Conclusion

If we accept that every convention, format, and linguistic rule of the world-tradition in
relation to the body-subject of the mystic are prior conventions of the world of culture, these
linguistic-social limits and boundaries are never considered to be obstacles to the emergence
and actualization of the language of the body-subject of the mystic; for this reason, the
expressive body-subject (for example, the mystic poet) places himself in relation to these
language-society limits and boundaries and by creating interaction and continuity between
those “linguistic boundaries” and “his concrete and expanding thought”, he engages in
artistic-literary expression and creates new meanings within the scope of his own thinking and
society. Therefore, the metaphors and similes of muystical literature (whether they are
innovative or not) are a product based on the individuality and construction of the mystic’s
body-consciousness, which he has experienced and lived through in the face of the world-
language of tradition.

To understand the meaning of these metaphors and similes, it is insufficient to put together
linguistic-expressive connotations without forming a connection between them with the
thought and experience of the body-subject. The meaning and linguistic truths must be
interpreted through the reconstruction of the poem in one's own body-mind, and to understand
the true meanings of the metaphors and similes in any mystical poem, one must link the
consciousness of the body-subject, his perceptual-physical organism, and the language-world
in which he has lived. The subjective attitude to the subject of language and mystical poetry
brings us into human structures and brings about the realization of individualities in the
phenomenology of mystical poetry. This individuality - as structures of experience - allows
the researcher to connect with other periods and with other mentalities and to reveal concepts
and purposes of mystical poetry that had remained hidden until now; And finally, considering
what has been said, Merleau-Ponty's phenomenological approach to language can open more
doors to the realm of mystical poetry.
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