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Purpose: One of the problems affecting Iranian society during the
Qajar era was the phenomenon of child labor, which expanded in
parallel with the intensification of the economic crisis. This article
seeks to examine the issue of child labor in the Qajar era,
emphasizing the question of what was the situation of child labor in
that era? Considering that childhood history is one of the missing
links in historical research and that children from the lower classes
of Iranian society are among the major absentees from historical
texts in Persian, This issue was investigated by relying on the
travelogues of Ferangian during the Qajar era.

Method and Research: The research method in this article is
historical with descriptive-analytical approach and library data

collection method.

Findings and Conclusions: The research findings show that
working children were employed in various occupations, including
handicrafts and service work, and did not live in favorable
conditions in terms of wages, health, education, and recreation.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Of the issues with the Iranian society in the Qajar era was that the phenomenon of children
working parallel to the aggravation of the economic crisis, extend its scope. The present
article seeks to study the issue of child labor in the Qajar era, emphasizing the question of
how the status of children worked in that era ? Considering that the history of childhood, the
mfqudeh historical research, and children's groups from the society of historical texts of great
damage in language English, This issue will be examined based on Qajar Pilgrimage Travel
Papers.A review of the research literature on childhood history indicates that such
historiography is in its infancy in Iran. In the few studies that researchers have done on the
history of childhood in Iran, the focus has been on child education, child marriage, children's
entertainment, and the evolution of the concept of childhood in the first Pahlavi period.
Specifically, no research has been done on working children during the Qajar era. Findings of
the research show that children worked in: work in mine craft, cartright, service, agriculture,


https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7412-6376
https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000

Journal of Iranian Studies, Volume 24, Issue 47, 2025 218

animal husbandry, artistic, military and begging jobs .And in terms of wages, health care,
education and recreation in a situation not favorable to the head.

Methodology
Research method in this paper, the analytical and descriptive approach-historical method of
data collection is the library.

Results

The beginning of the contemporary history of Iran was from the Qajarid period, which caused
many changes in the society of that time. The main cause for these changes was the
familiarity of iran with western civilization and its relationship with the world economy. Iran
was at the center of international developments and many travelogues entered it. Iran's
economy as a dependent economy suffered more from its effects than the benefits of the
global economy. In addition, repeated droughts and consequent house famines had
devastating consequences for Iran's economic and social situation. Among the consequences
were the spread of unemployment, the rise of poverty and hunger, the expulsion of children
from their families, and the confrontation with the phenomenon of working children. house
famines had devastating consequences for Iran's economic and social situation. One of those
consequences was the increasing work of women and children, who had to give up everything
for the inevitable income, the present article intends to study the causes and factors of the
phenomenon of working children as one of the important strata of the Qajar era society and to
study its impact on children. During this issue, he will study the lives of working children in
the service and handicraft sector during the Qajar period. The purpose of this article is to
study the history of childhood in the Qajar era and provide the necessary data for future
research on this subject. The situation of children in the Qajar era was a function of the
general situation of society in the stage of change in Iran, and in parallel with the change in
various levels of society, the lives of children also changed. One of the developments that
affected the lives of Iranian children during the Qajar period was the economic developments
and unfavorable conditions of the Iranian economy. One of the manifestations of Iran's
unfavorable economic situation was the spread of poverty and, consequently, the entry of
lower-ranking groups into the labor market. Working children were children who were
constantly engaged in economic activity and, in return, were paid from the lives of this group
of children. The results of this study show that working children were employed in
handicrafts, services, agriculture, animal husbandry, arts, military, and begging, and were in a
much ignore unfavorable position than other children in terms of working and living
conditions. In this article, due to the wide range of jobs, only service and handicraft jobs are
discussed. Carpet weaving factories in the Qajar era were both private and public In addition
to weaving carpets for themselves and other family members, the carpet weavers also worked
in some French weaving factories. The age of children in these workshops was variable and
there was no age limit Sometimes even five or six years old. These children were considered
the best carpet weaving. In the shawl weaving section, the working environment of these
children was not favorable. Silk weaving was another handicraft that attracted a large
proportion of working children. In some Iranian cities, such as Isfahan, which was one of the
main centers of silk weaving in Iran, children played a major role in its prosperity. They were
not well-dressed and almost naked, and did not live long due to poor working conditions. In
Iranian society during the Qajar , there were various factors in gaining social status for the
upper classes of society. One of the effective factors in this field was the abundance of
employees, servants, maids and children. Most of the servants considered the children as their
children, and after reaching the age of puberty and above, they got married at their own
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expense. They had various responsibilities of entertaining guests and housewives,
accompanying the king in various ceremonies, in going out with the ladies on walks and
parties, taking care of the ladies belongings, cleaning and tidying and sweeping and cleaning.
Another group of these children worked in the house of the rulers and patriarchs and
sometimes took care of the master's child. In addition to the children of upper-class families
who turned to work in the royal palace for a good position, other children from poor families
who did not have adequate money and jobs were employed.

Conclusion

In general, it should be said that children in the Qajar era worked in different occupations for
various reasons such as family poverty, famine and hunger, learning professions, for
adulthood and due to lack of proper education and some of them out of interest: Most working
children had to work in difficult, unjust conditions. Their salaries were very low. They also
suffered from a variety of health diseases, some of which caused their deaths. These children
were educationally abandoned, and children's entertainment and games were unfamiliar to
them.
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