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Abstract

The prosodic meter of official Persian poetry is based on the distinction
between short and long syllables. The number and order of short and long
syllables in all the hemistich of a poem should be the same. The shortness
and length of syllables is itself the result of the shortness and length of
vowels. There are three long vowels: "a", "u™ and "i" and three short vowel:
"a", "0" and "e". The length of each long vowel should be twice of its short
symmetry. But in today's colloquial language, long vowel can be
pronounced short and short vowel can be pronounced long, without each
vowel being mistaken for its counterpart because today, in addition to the
difference in length, the vowels are also different in place of articulation.
As a result, today the official prosodic meter seems incompatible and
foreign to the Persian language and the question is, did this inconsistency
exist since the beginning of official prosodic poetry or did arise later of
changes in the phonetic system of the Persian language? Some researchers
believe in the second clause and obtain important and extensive results
from this belief, which all seem to be false. Here we have examined this
issue in a descriptive- analytical manner and provided reasons for the
inaccuracy of the opinion of these researchers.

Keywords: Persian vowels, Persian prosodic meter, the meter of Persian
folk poetry, syllabic meter, the origin of Persian poetry meter.

— Date of receiving: 2022/11/9 Date of final accepting: 2023/4/24
1 - email of responsible writer: A.Parhizi@pnu.ac.ir



Journal of Kavoshnameh in Persian Language and Literature Vol 24, No 59, Winter 2024

1. Introduction

Parviz Natel Khanlari, the first person who researched the meter of Persian
poetry in contemporary times, understood and explained this point well,
and the researchers after him, such as Ali Ashraf Sadeghi, Tagi Vahidian
Kamyar and Abolhasan Najafi, confirmed what he found.

But there is another point that neither Khanlari nor the researchers after
him have understood correctly; apart from the four type of meter that are
based on the acoustic characteristics, i.e. quantitative meter, accented or
percussive meter, the meter based on pitch and the meter based on
resonance, there is another type of meter not based on any of these features
of sound but based on the number of syllables. That meter is called syllabic.
It can be used in any language with any sound feature, and it can easily be
converted into another type of meter that is based on the sound feature of
the language. It is applicable even side by side with another type of meter
in poetry.

The meter of formal Persian poetry is quantitative because the quantity
or length of vowels and, as a result syllables, plays an essential role. Persian
vowels are divided into short and long. Long vowels are twice as long as
the short ones. Similarly, the syllables of this language are divided into
short and long. The meter of Persian poetry is based on the fact that the
number and order of short and long syllables must be the same in all lines
of a poem.

2. Methodology

According to the researchers, based on historical evidence, the meter of the
poetry in the Pahlavi language as well as that in the early period of the
Persian language flourishing was syllabic, and prosaic poetry was created
in Persian under the influence of Arabic poetry. Khanlari and especially
some scholars after him, however, disagree with this opinion to some
extent. They believe that, because Persian language and Pahlavi language
are quantity-based languages, the meter of poetry in these languages could
not and cannot be anything other than quantitative, and it is also not
possible for a syllable meter to be common in a language and then change
to a quantitative meter. Based on the explanation in the introduction, both
of these arguments are invalid.



3. Results and discussion

A few researchers have drawn false conclusions from these clearly invalid
discussions. One of them is that, unlike the modern Persian language, where
short and long vowels are distinguished by the difference between their
place of articulation, not their length, in the early period of Dary Persian,
the difference between vowels was only in their length, and every long
vowel had a common place of articulation with its short counterpart. If it
were otherwise, prosodic meters would not be possible in this language.
They also believe that, after the 9™ century, as a result of a transformation
that took place in the Persian language, the extension of vowels lost its
distinguishing role and the place of articulation of each vowel became
different from its counterpart. The invalidity of this opinion is obvious
because, for a prosodic meter to be possible, only the difference in the
length of vowels is enough and this difference should not necessarily have
a distinguishing role. It is as in the modern Persian language; where vowel
length does not have a distinguishing role, prosodic meter is still possible
and prevalent.

4. Conclusion
In addition, there is evidence to show that the sound system of the Persian
language in the early Islamic centuries was exactly the same as it is today.
Also, except for the loss of passive vowels “0” and “i” which had taken
place under the influence of the Arabic language and the penetration of
Arabic prosody, no other sound changes took place in it. Among the proofs,
one may refer to the examples of Persian poetry remaining from the early
Islamic centuries, whoselmeter is exactly like that of today’s folk songs.
We know that this type of meter is only possible if short and long vowels
are different in the place of articulation; their distinction is not only in their
length. In this type of meter, anywhere in a poetic verse, it is possible for
short vowels to be pronounced long and for long vowels to be pronounced
short. This is only possible if the difference between the short and long
vowels is their place of articulation not their length.

In this research, conducted with a descriptive-analytical method, we
have criticized the opinions of those researchers by presenting multiple
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pieces of evidence to prove their opposing opinion, through which
enlightening results are extracted.
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