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Abstract

Numerous Islamic sources, especially various Iskandarndmehs, portray
Alexander as a popular figure. Nizami too, in his Iskandarndmeh, strives to
depict Alexander as the epitome of an ideal ruler. This study investigates two
letters from Dara and Alexander in Nizami’s Sharafnameh. To perform the
analysis, this article utilises overwording, hyponymy, antonymy, marked
vocabulary, metaphors, sentence types, nominalisation, sentence modes,
modality, pronouns, persuasive strategies, sentence cohesion, interactional
conventions, and broader text structures from the descriptive layer of
Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis. This study concludes that Nizami tends
to portray Dara as a proud, arrogant, exclusive, foolish, traditional, and reveller
character; on the other hand, he depicts Alexander as a wise, God-fearing,
warrior, young, eloquent, and powerful figure. Furthermore, Dara’s wording is
always harsh and direct, while Alexander’s words are indirect and veiled.

Keywords: Alexander, Dara, Iskandarnameh, Nizami Ganjavi, Critical Discourse
Analysis.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Numerous Islamic sources, especially various Iskandarndmehs, portray
Alexander as a popular figure. By contextualising Alexander, Nizami too, in his
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Iskandarnameh, strives to depict Alexander as the epitome of an ideal ruler.
Alexander is Nizami’s favourite protagonist and Dara is his antagonist, which
makes their quarrels unique. This uniqueness can be due to Nizami’s conscious
utilization of the potential of the Persian language or his unconscious being
affected by the historio-cultural environment. The central question of this
study is how Nizami depicts Alexander and Dara as characters. To answer this
question, this study investigates the part of Sharafnameh, which entails the
two letters from Alexander and Dara before the battle.

2. Methodology
The present study adopts a descriptive-analytic approach and surveys library
sources.

3. Theoretical Framework

Critical Discourse Analysis investigates a work in the light of its societal
context. To analyse a text, Norman Fairclough introduces a method which
explores the deep layers of the text and uncovers the societal constraints in
the text. This method investigates the text in three layers: Description,
Interpretation, and Explanation. The present study employs the descriptive
layer to investigate Nizami’s Iskandarnameh.

4. Discussion and Analysis

Informed by Fairclough’s descriptive layer, the present study investigates
Nizami’s Iskandarnameh in the light of vocabulary, grammar, and textual
structures. The analysis of the vocabulary is as follows:

Overwording: to compose a sentence by excessive repetition of words in order
to emphasise a concept or an idea.

Hyponymy: The semantic relationship between each of the more specific
words that belong to the same discourse, all of which show the author’s
orientation toward a specific semantic field.

Antonymy: A chain of antonyms which emphasise a highlighted part of reality.
Marked and Unmarked: Some marked and unmarked words have implicit and
value-giving meanings.

Metaphors: According to Fairclough, metaphors are socially motivated,
different metaphors may correspond to different interests and perspectives
and may have different ideological loadings.

The grammatical analysis is as follows:

Sentence types: sentences are classified as action-based, eventual, and
descriptive.
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Nominalisation: Ideology deletes the element of time, and masks and covers
the identity and motive of the character.

Sentence modes: declarative (statements), interrogative (questions), and
imperative (commands) sentences are in accordance with the power of the
discourse.

Modality: refers to the ways language can express various relationships to
reality or truth. For instance, a modal expression may convey that something is
likely, desirable, or permissible.

Pronouns: The power dynamic affects the selection of the pronouns.

Sentence cohesion: concerns the flow of sentences and paragraphs from one
to another. It involves the tying together of old information and new, which, in
turn, un/covers the implicit meanings within the text.

The structural analysis is as follows:

Interactional conventions: Form the conversation and control its topic.
Broader structures in the text: Investigate the repetition, elimination, or
sequentiality of a concept.

5. Conclusion

The two letters between Alexander and Dara serve as their political and
ideological battleground. Before the actual fighting, Alexander and Dara battle
through their words. They intend to prove their upper hand. Nizami tends to
portray Dara as a proud, arrogant, exclusive, foolish, traditional, and reveller
character; on the other hand, he depicts Alexander as a wise, God-fearing,
warrior, young, eloquent, and powerful figure. In the beginning, Dara has the
upper hand, and insists on enforcing racial and political power by belittling
Alexander. On the other hand, Alexander argues that power rests only in God'’s
hands, and he is superior to Dara in faithfulness, knowledge, and military
power. Throughout the letter, Nizami emphasises Alexander’s knowledge and
Dara’s idiocy. In his view, Dara is a reveller king. Dara’s wording is always harsh
and direct, while Alexander’s words are indirect and veiled; in other words,
Alexander is superior in erudition and rhetoric.
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1. Hyponymy
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1. Grammer
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1. Nominalization
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1. Pronouns



VY  VFer lias) 5 5l O by oF 8ylad ¢4 (0,93) Jls /03] & )lis g 05 il ael g3 3 1l g Sl Coased plasib

il ol e HauSwl B ks Wlgh oo puend 3l Sl solaul Ll S
bl (canl 00,5 o)Ll gaog0 pl a4 55 (6,550 lul jo oS jsblan) il |)lo b o>
Ly Sl ol sdis g a5 Cal (] [ Slo g5 g (30 prod Lxs] 10 g €l es 3l oolazul

Ao P 5,00 By jlas o ls

e U3l sWoguis —5-Y-Y
DS (o0 S 6,5 5 STl Y 5o (Sl sla )l 5l hogi BY 0 IS8
2 it 9 S il iz O Gl v Cotl 5 Sl glogis )l Sl ol Slresgs
Jolis el sloogeds glgil Jlais] ay Coond ol 1o Lo S o 0uST elidl sloogeis gl
e i 99 ) ) Ceadle g 0,5 Lie gl laie loneal (ol S (1905 WS g
S o0 S5
b Jdo ey Cnl 095 il o eudd (6l bilae B b gLl Lol g0 2 Bun
Qg g ylaia B a8 S ol g Conmal jl (ond 5 lagty, el Sl asl g0 58 50 a5
Sl e T8 oz ol el bpagd 5 )0t 51 oy 5 i el 5 08 ool
FIVAY ANVAY VA X VA slan S0 aubiane <90y yidon 1ylo oylo a8 &gl ol b
YIVAY YIVAP (g 5 s ) VAR FIVAD (o) YIAR Y/VAR VAR VOIVAA O F/VAA
O ygodn i ;aiSewl lo g d((aag) BNAL FNVAA BIVAZ YIVAD FIVAD ((jlaca) V1A
O NAY (Conai) FNA0 AFAREFNE ANAE ANINAY AN 1l an S5) bl amne pul
MVRY YNAY (o) Ve NAF BNAF YNAY AV (cd g laia) 0127 AFNAD ATNA0
95 ;2 oplpogdle el JauSCul b 51 sass Lls by (S b el ((auagd) Y18 XYY
A o S5) K55 oo soSome WS gus Liiluoiie 4y o3 sladyags p oST (gl ol
A =YY (s &) A -1+
&by Ul Sl s 4y eaebed 5 zxlo (gl 955 cblies caé 3 sl 0Lt 50 0
Sl 552 5l Pl ;e 1y 05 sl lal wlbigz g5 GLj Ll (b aiies 35
a0 5 9T 05 Blald s o ol o 093 a5 S gl g il oo bl
ilo oo it Y g Cawd 1y 055 By (T LS 50 5 a8 e 05 ae T 4 gl 3
S g—e Gl s Lo 4 S S s ] 35 (il 5 S
(VAD s len)



VF oY i) g b A% by F bylasd <& (0,93) Sl / o0 a)Lis 4 155 Hen g by |ns \A

e 3 G 095 D508 ipdy sl Blie Bib 5 sl pauSial lie
S o bl )l 4y 5 0 ST 3l callis LUl

S 9 =) 5l padly g5 4z SrS S Pl a o LS
ARTARR N

Sl LT 50 s d aSh wiST es oS (aslails ol 503 4y |ls Y5

St )L (ml o (s i e Sowd dn S S ) 05 5 ol
ARTARR V)

S s S ghicnl PYamul (e 5 (late (Sl GaSl b cnlpegdle
ol S S s sadie My ool slales] lam b b ol (235 45 pse 0 S oo
o gilwipased gl W g uuSl Caased 4 ol iy suiedddle Ylaix! £4.540
o Jed ) Jlie By eldl (gl ol 99 poims oo L 1) (lains 5 Cdlie &
S o solizl 3

Mo Wigwy —Y-Y-Y
€asilal 0bgn S0 L &0 4z 4 SMex? 1] co Giaw s opl Jlos 4 Caand (]
L oolws ozl e SO 0 plondl ool 89y (28L o ol 51 S 3 o
S o ez S5 50 ) By (655,18 8t aSl il o0 g o2 4 Ly B> SS
Sabe o 2 Ol 057y (bl o ) Lo Wl e oy Bg > ol 58 5 0L isSr
1o gl 1 gl a5 wilagd oo oSl a4y &b bl B> SaS L s Jliagly waus
AR :len)

Lios 1) JauSul b 0,65 5 10 093 0508 ol S s (W Tl amo oo lid a5 Sl
ade olls S g boay oS o ool T dlate oy, gy 5l 5l g jausCul S
59 0 olis aldgudd g ailaies ;3 IS 4y ol Conaded b cenlin 1) jausal Lo ols

1. Connection of Sentence
2. Logical conjunction
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