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Abstract

There are some artistic prose letters in the Persian literature in which their authors
have depicted their personal conditions along with the undesirable circumstances of
the time. The best-known letters of this type were written by Zaidari Nesavi in the
early 7" century AH and called them as Nafsat al-Masdour. There are other texts
under this title in the Persian prose, but they have not been written by anthologists.
Besides, the style of those texts is not eleganct, and their contents are different from
those of anthological Nafsat al-Masdour versions. Considering the stylistic features
of Zaidari’s Nafsat al-Masdour, researchers commonly believe that this text is
exclusive in the history of artistic prose. However, with regard to such textual
features as form, theme, content, structure, and rhetorical traits, as well as the
audience of the text and its similarities to the anonymous letters written before and
after Zaidari, the present study seeks to show that this work is not the only one
available. Rather, referring to similar letters by anthologists like Anoushiravan
Khaled, Nasrollah Munshi, Baha al-Din Mo’ayed Baghdadi, Najm al-Din Abu al-
Raja Qomi and Atamalek Joveini, this research makes conviction that such writings
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spanned from about the mid 6™ century to the late 7" century (AH). They are
introduced as a special literary genre within the set of prose letters of complaint
known as Nafsat al-Masdour.

Keywords: Literary Genre, Artistic Prose, Compositions, Letter, Complaint, Nafsat
al-Masdour, Zaidari Nesavi, Atamalek Joveini, Taslyat al-Ekhwan

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Zaidari Nesavi’s Nafsat al-Masdour is amongst of the most famous artistic proses of
the early 7" century AH. This work is widely considered as a unique text. Its
numerous stylistic features indicate its distinction from other prose works. We can
have different attitudes of the ancient scholars towards the artistic prose texts. Such
perspectives have been presented in such works as Sa’ad al-Din Varavini’s allude to
Kelileh and Demneh in the introduction of Marzbannameh, Sandbadnameh,
Maghamat Hamidi, Atabat al-Katabah (by Montajab al-Din Badi’), Rashid Vatwat’s
Monsha’at, Zarrat al-Sharegh (by Zeyn al-Din ibn Seyedi Zangani), Baha al-Din
Baghdadi’s Resalat (Al-Tawassol ila al-Tarassol), The Translation of Tarikh Yamini
(Abu al-Sharaf Naseh ibn Zafar Jorfadaghani), and Nafsat al-Masdour by
Anousharwan Khaled, which do not have the same subject matter and content, and
are placed in Ekhwani and Diwani Monsha’at (i.e., private and royal court letters),
educational anecdotes, Maghamat and history, shows the view of the ancients
towards artistic prose, in that these writings, having more or less the same
characteristics, were all classified in artistic prose. Moreover, Bahar sees such
monsha’at works as Atabat al-Katabah and Al-Tawassol ila al-Tarassol as the works
that follow Nasrollah Munshi’s translation of Kelileh and Demneh. While
intruducing the prose style of Montajab al-Din Badi’ (the writer of Atabat al-
Katabah), he made it according to the prose style of Abu al-Ma’ali Qaznavi. This
was possible through taking into account the style similarities between these texts
and the translation of Kelileh and Demneh, creating a specific genre called
Monsha’at and Diwani literature (i.e., a literature with specific features of letters of
royal courts and private letters). Such works as “Fathnameh”, “Shekastnameh”,
“Ahdnameh”, “Sogandnameh” and “Nafsat al-Masdour” can be identified among
them. The subject of most papers on Nafsat al-Masdour is enumerating stylistic
features, searching for a subject in it, analyzing its structure and content, and
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comparing its content with some characteristics of Western literary schools, or even
introducing this work as a historical and/or literary text.

2. Method

At the first step, the owners of Nafsat al-masdours were introduced chronologically.
Then, the main features of these types of writings were depicted and discussed. This
was done to show that this Monasha’at, which lasted from the middle of the 6th
century to the late 7th century in Persian literature, is a subtype of monsha’at, and
all these writers are court secretaries. Their survived works are in artistic prose, and
whatever is like this, is not included among Nafsat al-masdours.

3. Results

What is available to the audience as Zaidari Nesavi’s Nafsat al-Masdour in the form
of a book and holds a huge volume of annotations is actually a letter. There exist
such similar examples from the 6th century to the late 7th century AH and Zaidari
Nesavi is at the end of this movement. Written by famous courtmen, these letters
include a description of the misfortunes and complaints about the undesirable times,
introduced ironically as the main origins of the misfortunes. These letters/nafsat al-
masdours are in artistic prose and full of proverbs and sayings. The writing style,
subject matter, and content of Anousharwan Khaled’s Nafsat al-Masdour (according
to the annotation that Abu al-Raja Qomi and Atamalek Joveini’s reference to Baha
al-Din Baghdadi and Zaidari Nesavi) prove that court secretaries such as Nasrollah
Munshi, Baha al-Din Baghdadi, Zaidari Nesavi, and Atamalek Joveini immitated the
style of Anousharwan Khaled. Nafsat al-masdours are prose complaints, but since
there is not any comprehensive study on the complaints so far, no one can say
anything about their relationships. Accordingly, it seems necessary to do a
comprehensive and independent research on Bath al-Shakwa and complaints, and a
separate entry in encyclopedias be dedicated to more easily compare them.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Nafsat al-masdours are in the form of letters. Exactly this anonymity and brevity
make them remain unknown. These works are usually come within other works or
collections of monsha’ats. They,have frequently been retitled in later periods. None
of the court secretaries who composed these letters named their works as Nafsat al-
masdour; not even Zaidari Nesavi. Revealing the motivations of these secretaries in
writing nafsat al-masdours will be significant to understand the aim or subject of
these letters. What remained from Nasrollah Monshi’ Nafsat al-masdour is about a
period when he was imprisoned because of the slanders of envious rivals. The main
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motivation of Baha al-Din Baghdadi is quite clear. He was imprisoned and wrote
this letter in there. However, they cannot begalled “habsiyeh” (prison letter), as one
of the main features of such works is the description of prison, which is absent in
these Nafsat al-masdours. Moreover, Zaidari Nesavi’s Nafsat al-masdour and the
two treatises of Atamalek Joveini were not written in prison, nor are their main
subject the description of prisons. They are only accounts and descriptions of the
misfortunes that happened to them. Therefore, the main subject and purpose of these
secretaries for composing such texts was to bath al-shakwa (express grievances) or
shakwa (complain). The main content of Nafsat al-masdours are descriptions of the
misfortunes that their authors suffered besides complains about their unfortunate
circumstances and times. Atamalek Joveini’s state at the end of Taslyat al-Ekhwan
shows the main aim of these secretaries. He sees the blaming of the heavens for all
misfortunes futile. Indirectly he states that his criticisms are directed to the ruler of
that time. Nafsat al-masdours do not have a clear pre-determined structure, but the
secretaries could freely use artistic prose and letters to describe their misfortunes and
express their grievances of the world. This freedom for not following a determined
structure is evident in comparison of the two nafsat al-masdours of Atamalek joveini.
In nafsat al-masdours, such issues ase“wisdom”, “admonition”, and “complaint”
come together. Moreover, the high frequency of the use of proverbs and anecdotes
in the prose or Persian/Arabic verses enriches Nafsat al-masdours and improves their
rhetorical aspect.
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