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Abstract

Examining and assessing the presence and manifestation of various religious and intellectual schools is essential
for historical research in any era. The influential religion of Shiism is no exception to this rule. Moreover, Shiraz
and Fars were major centers of Iranian and Islamic culture from the 7th to the 9th centuries. Therefore, the
necessity of exploring Shiism and its tendencies, particularly its esoteric aspects, in this region is evident;
however, there has yet to be a comprehensive work addressing this topic. In this study, the authors aim to
investigate some facets of this subject through library research and categorical analysis. In this context, we
introduce the Shiite aspects of the thoughts of 33 prominent figures. It can be said that Shiism in this region had
"presence” in the 7th century, "relative power" in the 8th century, and "dominant power" in the 9th century. The
main current of Shiism during these periods was "esoteric Shiism", with its most important supporters being
Sufis and mystics. The so-called "extreme Shiism" was also present during this period. Attention to Shiite rituals
such as the mourning for Imam Hussein (PBUH) from the 7th century until the formal recognition of Shiite
jurisprudence alongside the four Sunni schools in the 9th century is also a notable aspect of the growth of Shiism
during this period.

Keywords: Shiism, Shiraz, Fars, 7th Century, 8th Century, 9th Century.

~ Corresponding author

Khaleghzadeh, M. H. and Famoori, M. (2024). Shiism and Shiite tendencies among the mystics of Shiraz from the 7th to the 9th centuries.
Research on Mystical Literature, 18(2), 1-38.

2476-3292 © 2025 The Author(s).

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC 4.0 License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0 —© BY NG

d 10.22108/jpll1.2025.143191.1866


https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2476-3292
mailto:mo.khaleghzadeh@iau.ac.ir
mailto:mehdifamoori@gmail.com
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2476-3292
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://doi.org/10.22108/jpll.2025.143191.1866
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3873-286X

ii /Research on Mystical Literature, Vol. 18. No. 2 (sequential 53), Fall & Winter 2024

Introduction

The ancient land of Fars, during the 7th and 8th centuries, was a focal point for various religious beliefs in both
principles and branches. Different forms of Shiism (from theological to mystical) were rapidly expanding in Fars
during this period. In this study, we have sought to examine the aspects of the presence and flourishing of
Shiism, emphasizing esoteric Shiism, within the thoughts of 33 literary and cultural figures from Fars.

In this research, we try to examine the different types of belief in Shiism by relying on concepts such as clear
prophetic text, superiority, and grand vilayat (and not love, which is not specific to Shiites). Carefully in the
historical Shia texts, we can find out that the understanding of different Shia groups and individuals about their
religion was diverse and very different, just as it was different in practice and reality: some Shia groups, self-
aware or conservative, recognize Ali ibn Abi Talib (AS) only as a political successor (Caliph). Many Shiites,
self-aware or conservative, recognize him as a Caliph and Imam. Some others consider Imam Ali's special
guardianship and spiritual succession to be his main dignity and consider him; the Shiite mystics and Sufis
belong to this category. These can be called "Esoteric Shiites” (against "Theological Shiites"). Among them,
some consider the caliphate as one of their rights and affairs, and some do not. And some other Shiites, self-
aware or not, believe all three types for him.

Review of Literature

It is necessary to clarify what we mean by Shiism. Shiism can be defined as a collection of Islamic tendencies
wherein the central figure of religion after the Prophet (PBUH) is recognized as Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (AS)
(and his descendants). This central role is primarily spiritual but can also be social and political in subsequent
degrees (around three axes: guardianship, imamate, and political caliphate). In these tendencies, Imam Ali (AS)
is considered the spiritual successor and representative of the Prophet (PBUH) and may also be seen as his social
and political successor. This lineage of spiritual leadership, affirmed through 'succession’, is believed to continue
through his descendants after him; especially culminating in his eleventh descendant, Mahdi al-Maw'ud.

There have not been many studies on Shiism and its tendencies in Fars. Among the scattered efforts made in
this field are:

* Heydari (2016) in his article "Examining the Entry and Expansion of Shiism in Fars from the Beginning to
the End of the Al-Inju Dynasty”, mentioned the construction of a dome over the tomb of Ahmad ibn Musa
(PBUH) and endowments related to it during the Atabakan period.

» Mahjour and Eydi-Pour (2017) in their article "Documentary Study on the History of Shiism in Fars Based
on Inscriptions from Wooden Artifacts of the Islamic Era", introduced three wooden artifacts from the 8th
century found in Eqlid, Abadeh, and Shiraz that clearly emphasize "Twelver Shiite themes". In this article, while
examining Shiism in Iran and Fars, the authors consider the role of Dashtaki, Hosseini, Mirzai Shirazi and
Avyatollahi families to be important in the spread of Shiism in Fars. They have identified twelve historical
wooden works with inscriptions with Shiite content and themes from Fars province, three wooden works are
related to the 8th century and the rest are related to the 10th to 13th centuries. These two works of the 8th
century found in Euclid, Abadah, and Shiraz, clearly emphasize the "Twelve Imam Shia themes".

» Famoori (2019) in his work "Broken Inscription”, referred to some personalities' Shiite inclinations among
notable figures from Shiraz and Fars during the 7th and 8th centuries.

These valuable writings have not addressed our current discussion's temporal and thematic scope except for
brief references and lack details of our study.

Methodology

In the present study, the method of data collection was library-based, and the research approach is qualitative
with a historical categorical analysis. The exploration of the text should be done carefully by examining various
aspects of historical lexical, cultural, social, social, and political hyperdiscourse, and then recognizing the
significant religious tendencies of each person in their time frame.
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Results

We have demonstrated that Shi'ism in Shiraz and Fars during the seventh to ninth centuries—and consequently
in the thoughts and works of the great figures of this era—had a noteworthy manifestation. It can be stated that
Shi'ism in this region had "presence" in the seventh century, "relative power" in the eighth century, and
"dominant power" in the ninth century. The main current of Shi'ism during these periods is inner (or esoteric)
Shi'ism, and its most important supporters are Sufis and mystics. The so-called extreme Shi‘ism during this
period is evident in the works of figures such as Plasi and Nasimi. Other aspects contributing to the spread of
Shi'ism include attention to Shi'ite rituals such as the mourning for Imam Hussein (AS) from the seventh century
until the formal recognition of Shi'ite jurisprudence alongside the four Sunni jurisprudential schools in the ninth
century. In the ninth century, the Nagshbandi and Nourbakhtiyah orders had a profound impact on the
dissemination of esoteric Shi'ite knowledge. A more detailed examination of each of these aspects and currents
requires writing further discussions and books.

But it is not bad to have a brief reference to the religion of Hafiz, for example. Here, we have no intention to
insist on Hafiz's idiomatic Shiism; however, we have to say that he also has a deep connection with Shiite
teachings and emotions. Here we are satisfied with one witness. In the heart of a lyric, he criticizes:

Because there was no purity, the Ka'ba and the house of worship are the same / there was no good in that
house that did not have purity.

Hafiz's emphasis in this verse is on the concepts of "purity"”, "good", and "innocence". The interpretation of
"house"” is also important. The relevance of these words cannot be overlooked. Especially considering the
proportionality of "purity” and "immaculate™ we find that what Hafiz means by "purity” is referring to the verse
of "purification™ according to which God willed to make the Ahl al-Bayt pure and purified. Shiites take help
from this verse to prove the purity and infallibility of Ahl al-Bayt. In this way, the meaning of the verse takes on
an important and clear dimension: Without purity (and the people of purity, who are the prime example of it, the
Ahl al-Bayt), the Ka'ba is no different from a shrine, and Islam and polytheism will be one and the same. There
is no burden in a house that is not "infallible” (and innocent). The implied meaning of the second stanza is that
good is in a house where there is infallibility. "House™" takes the concept of "family" and means: good is in a
family that is innocent.
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