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The Risalat fi Haqigat al-‘Ishq (The Essence of Love) by Suhrawardi
(549-587 AH), while addressing the mystical manifestations of love and
its various states in the stories of the creation of Adam and the Prophet
Joseph, offers a rich tapestry of symbolism and interpretive potential.
This richness makes it amenable to analysis and reading through the lens
sf Roland Barthes’ five-part code—an analytical, systematic, and creative
framework for examining narratives. Barthes views every text as
generative, dynamic, and possessing multiple layers of meaning. He
contends that texts distinguish themselves through this generative and
fluid nature. Suhrawardi, adopting a Neoplatonic perspective and drawing
from the thoughts of the Magi and the subtleties of the Qur'an, delves into
the mysteries surrounding the creation of beauty, love, and sorrow,
exploring their roles within the cosmology and epistemology of his
esoteric philosophy. Mystics such as Al-Ghazali andBagqili Shirazi also.
consider beauty, love, and sorrow to be fundamental elements of the
spiritual journey, viewing love as the manifestation of beauty and sorrow
as the result of fear. This article employs an analytical-descriptive
approach to explore the hidden voices within the Risalat fi Haqgiqat al-
‘Ishg, uncovering various aspects of its semiotic codes for the reader. Due
to its abundance of symbolism and metaphor, the text falls into the
category of "open™ or "written" texts, meaning that the reader is not
passive but actively engages with the text, shaping its meaning through a
dynamic and multifaceted process. Barthes proposes an innovative
method for this type of reading, in which the text is deconstructed and
fragmented, allowing the reader to take on the role of the text's creator.
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