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Achieving a valid and critical correction requires a thorough examination of
manuscripts and the application of scientific methods for text correction. In
this study, we introduce two ancient and authentic versions of the book
Latifeye Geybi, written by Mullah Mohammad Darabi, and critically examine
numerous errors and ambiguities in the text. Although this book was
corrected in 1385, the base of the work remains the same offset printing from
1319 AD, which was reprinted in 1357 (with calligraphy). Given the
numerous issues with the text—ranging from phrases and word choices to
general inconsistencies—this study focuses on two versions from 1234 AH
and 1244 AH. By comparing these versions, we identify over 50 errors and
provide their correct forms. Our findings indicate that lexical errors are more
prevalent than other types, often due to the scribe's inaccuracies or
misreadings. Additionally, many of the authot’s statements are unclear or
ambiguous because of incorrect spelling or misinterpretation by the scribe.
Among the manuscripts, the first version, written in 1234 AH, proves to be
the most accurate. This version shows careful attention, particularly in its

handling of Arabic expressions and the Arabicization of Persian words.
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Introduction

In this study, two ancient manuscripts from the National Library of Tabriz have been
used. Manuscript (Collection) No. 1690, Haj Hossein Nakhjavani: This manuscript is
a collection of approximately 20 treatises and both short and long poems in Persian
and Arabic, covering a variety of topics. The collection begins with Lazfeye Geybi and
ends with verses from the Masnavi “Ala Ahooye Vahshi Kojayi.” Latifeye Geybi spans
sheets a7 to 436 and is part of a total of 112 sheets in the collection. The manuscript
lacks a formal arrangement, and the date of writing is noted in the margin of sheet 496,
at the end of one of Sheikh Baha'i’s poems. Each sheet contains 17 lines, with the text
beginning to sag from sheet 9 onwards. Copy No. 1522, Haj Hossein Nakhjavani: This
copy is a standalone version that contains only the Lazfeye Geybi treatise. The author of
this version is unknown, and it is written in Nastaliq script, dated the 7th of Safar, 1244
AH. The manuscript consists of 82 sheets, though the second sheet is missing. Each
sheet contains 11 lines. The manuscript lacks any specific arrangement, and at the end
of the text, the scribe, named “Seyyed Mehdi,” recounts a story about divination at
Hafez's court and receiving a response from Khajeh. Additionally, the author mentions
his friendship with Saeb Tabrizi, referencing the content's relevance to this connection.
Although this version is less accurate in terms of word choice and precision compared
to the first manuscript, it does contain a few instances where it offers the correct form,
particularly in Arabic expressions. The calligraphic style of this version is similar to that
of the first manuscript.

Literature Review

There has been little significant research on Latifeye Geybi, whether in books, articles, or
theses. In the bibliography of Hafez and the Encyclopedia of Hafez Research, there are some
brief notes on the treatise, but they are primarily introductory and bibliographic in
nature. The most recent edition of Latifeye Geybi was edited by Nosratullah Forohar.
However, Forohar used a less important version as the base text and did not
incorporate some of the more obscure versions, which he only mentioned briefly.

Methodology

The research method in this study is analytical and descriptive. A critical correction
approach was employed in the process of revising this text. Therefore, the version
considered as the original is the one that is older and more reliable than the others.

Discussion and Conclusions

The commentaries written on certain works over the past centuries hold special
importance, as they allow us to study the historical mentality of a people in relation to
specific literary works. Latifeye Geybi is one of the first mystical explanations of Hafez,
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written by Mullah Mohammad Darabi, and it reflects the ideological context of the
Safavid era. Although this book was corrected in 2006, the base for this correction was
the offset printing from 1357 solar (1938 AD), which contains numerous issues with
words and phrases.

Apart from the weaknesses in the author’s explanations of the verses and his
ideological perspective, the numerous errors in writing, editing, and ambiguities in
the text cause confusion and frustration for readers. Two old and relatively well-
preserved versions of this book are housed in the National Library of Tabriz, and
many of the phrases in the book can be critically corrected based on these versions.

The results of this critical comparison reveal significant problems in the Arabic
phrases, words, and expressions in the book, many of which stem from the scribe’s
misreading, reliance on memory when quoting poetry, and the scribe’s insufficient
familiarity with the Arabic language. It seems that the correction published by
Forohar contains numerous errors. Not only does this edition fail to resolve existing
issues, but it also introduces new problems into the text. Given the issues identified,
Latifeye Geybi deserves a more thorough revision. Several versions can be utilized in
this process, which are also listed in the manuscript references.
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