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ABSTRACT
This research critically analyzes the discourse in M. A. Beh-Azin’s novel

Dokbtar Raiyyat using Bakhtin's dialogism theoty, with a particular focus on
polyphony in the text. The study secks to answer the following questions:
1.  How have women influenced the emergence of polyphony in the novel?
2. How have the upper and lower classes contributed to the appearance of
polyphony?
3. How have intellectuals and the elite class affected the emergence of
polyphony in Dokbtar Raiyyaf?
The findings suggest that women play a passive role in the representation of
polyphony, serving primarily as a backdrop to the dominant discourse
introduced by the protagonist. In contrast, the elite characters, influenced by
left-wing political currents and nationalism, contribute significantly to the
polyphonic nature of the novel. Additionally, the confrontation between the
upper and lower classes plays a pivotal role, as the tradition-oriented rural life
helps institutionalize the power of the upper class. The conclusion of this
study highlights the prominence of social structure and gender within the
narrative, noting that the author challenges the intellectual and moral
foundations of traditional society. In doing so, Beh-Azin attempts to
establish a polyphony that reflects the dynamics between the powerful and
oppressed segments of society.
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Introduction

Verbal communication and conversation first appeared in the form of paintings on
cave walls in early human history. As civilization expanded, language and writing
systems were developed, and dialogue became more structured, eventually becoming
the subject of study for many thinkers, including Bakhtin.

Mikhail Mikhailovich Bakhtin (1895-1975), a Russian philosopher and theorist, is
considered one of the founders of the sociology of literature. His influential works
in literary theory and criticism have inspired thinkers across various fields, including
Neo-Marxism, Structuralism, Poststructuralism, and Semioticians. As Brandist notes,
Bakhtin criticized Saussure's structuralist approach to linguistics, advocating for a
more comprehensive view that includes "meta-linguistic" relationships. Bakhtin's
focus on the interaction between language and its social context highlighted the
importance of meta-textual relations in literary studies (Namvar Motlagh, 2014:55).

Bakhtin shifted the focus from the structure of language to the social contexts in
which utterances occur, emphasizing that language is inherently a "dialogical" or
conversational phenomenon. His theoretical framework consists of several
principles: dialogism, polyphony, hybridity, and chronotope. These principles are
interconnected, with dialogism and polyphony playing central roles. Chronotope and
hybridity provide further explanation of these two core concepts. Although dialogue
was discussed by eatlier thinkers such as Martin Buber in I and Thon and Francis
Jacques in Conversations, Bakhtin uniquely positioned dialogism at the heart of
discourse, distinguishing his views from others. He did not see poetry as a suitable
form for dialogue, as it tends to be monologic. In poetry, the poet uses language in
isolation, severing it from the intentions and voices of others (Bakhtin, 1975:117). In
contrast, the novel possesses a unique ability to represent multiple voices, which
Bakhtin described as "polyphony." In polyphonic novels, such as those by
Dostoevsky, each character represents an independent ideology and discourse,
without subordinating their views to the authot's perspective.

According to Bakhtin, Dostoevsky's novels exemplify the "authentic polyphony"
of voices, where the consciousness of characters remains distinct and independent
from the authot's. In contrast, monologic novels, like those of Tolstoy, feature voices
that align with the author's singular, controlling discourse (Raman Selden, 2004:59).
Bakhtin's exploration of dialogism offers a narrative framework that guides the
audience to uncover hidden voices and unspoken words within a text (Qobadi,
2019:72). This approach to literary criticism, rooted in critical hermeneutics, can be
a valuable tool for examining the social conditions of a particular historical period.

The purpose of this reseatrch is to explore the social and political atmosphere of
Iran at the end of the Qajar dynasty and during the First World War by analyzing
Dokbtar Raiyyat through Bakhtin's concept of polyphony. This period marks the
beginning of Iran's transition from rural to urban life, initiating a dialogue between
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traditional and modern social structures. The conflicts between these two forces
would later intensify under the rule of Reza Shah Pahlavi.

Literature Review

Currently, there is no study that specifically explores Dokhbtar Raiyyat through the lens
of Bakhtin's theory. However, thete ate related works, such as:

e "A Comparative Study of the Novels of Ahlam Mostaghanami and Zoya Pirzad
in the Light of Bakhtin's Polyphonic Theory" by Ostad Mohammadi, Noushin,
Hossein Faqihi, and Hossein Hajari (2016).

e "Analysis of the Novel Bagzy Akbare Banoo Based on Bakhtin's Polyphonic
Theory" by Balo, Farzad, and Maryam Khaja Nokandeh (2016).

e "A Study of Mahmoud Etemadzadeh's Novel Daughter Rait Based on Lucien
Goldman's  Structuralism Genetic Theory" by Farzy, Hamidreza, and
Ghobadysamian, Parisa (2012).

e "Structural Criticism of the Novel Dogbtar Rait by Beh-Azin" by Maryam Amiri
(2013).

Methodology

This research is a library-based, descriptive-analytical study. After reviewing and
categorizing relevant texts, the findings are analyzed and recorded in the form of notes
and results. This study aims to contribute to the foundational research in the field of
human sciences.

Conclusion

The novel presents a polyphony that emerges from the confrontation between two
dominant discourses: masculinity and feudalism. Gender and social structure play
significant roles in the formation of these multiple voices. The central character,
Ahmadgol, a farmer angry at the social injustices of his time, drives the narrative. His
personal struggles, including the death of his wife and the forced servitude of his
daughter, serve as a backdrop for his rebellion against feudalism. In this context,
women largely serve as passive figures, providing the space for Ahmadgol’s rise. They
are subjected to the dominance of masculinity, whether as wives of the feudal lords or
as daughters of Ahmadgol. However, towards the end of the story, a female character
from the setf class breaks free from both the patriarchal and feudal discourses. By
leaving the mastet's house, she defies both forces and declares her desire for women’s
freedom in the traditional society.
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