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Abstract

Coleman Barks’ interpretations of Rumi’s poetry have piayed a significant role in introducing this eminent Philosopher
to the Englishfspeaking world. However, an essential question arises: how can the nature and consequences of Barks’
reading of the metaphysical themes in Masnavi be analyzed through a hermeneutical approach? This article, using an
analytical-critical method and based on hermeneutical frameworks, examines Barks’ reading from three perspectives:
first, anomalous interpretations have led to the separation of Rumi’s thought from its Islamic-philosophical foundations;
second, the interpretive approach revolves around aiigning the verses with secular culture and New Age spirituality;
third, the consequences of this reading have not oniy resulted in a misrepresentation of Rumi for Western audiences but
have also distorted the Isiamic»phiiosophicai thought. Thus, the findings of the study show that, aithough Barks’
interpretations have piayed an important role in introducing Rumi’s poetry to new audiences, this effort simuitaneously
diverges from Rumi’s authentic worldview and, influenced by the New Age culture and subjective presuppositions, has
ultimately led to a distortion of Rumi’s fundamental ideas.

Keywords: Rumi’s poetry, translation approach, New Age, anomaiy, philosophicai themes

¥
https://creati: org/licenses/by/4.0/cess article under the CC BY license: This is an open ac M




R

]
'L:‘
Essays in Philosophy and Kalam ‘ 0‘3}; 4 ‘Z;j P 9 dauld 50 by Hliu>
HomePage: https:/jphilosophy.um.ac.ir/ 91-104 o 1404 Hlsl 5 L - 114 oly ool - 10,led- 57 Jlw
2538-4171 S5 JI4Le @ ':j'j 3060-8309 > Ll
1403/11/15 2t i jo 6 1404101130 15 S5, s 1403/09/01 23l 15
DOI:10.22067/epk.2025.90907.1388 R TIE
et &4
N 5l ol gD (Suigio B (w5 3
* st -
(5980 (590 30 « Sambadloalo (moldno>
Ol L g) ol (Ml olSCtols oIS 5 el sl
kiani61@yahoo.com
odasa

.c_.ululijwﬁtégquﬂﬁ&ﬁlﬁﬁ,;w_;_ﬁégyjmu\u@pou@s
S orllliale eliae ) LSHL il gladels 5 Coale ol o quig 45 Sl ool il o ol can Il
4 Sy el elal g oalasl= oo ) bl dlis §5 57 Jou (Saste 85,S5 5, Sl eslinal L)
3 st ge At il SISEI oo Hlomigh Cdls i35l 1 e QTJ._J;JA_U_E;A aw ) g asls g b Bl )
dod- Q—i}*‘ﬁ)yﬁ-‘” KJ)L:QL:»\ Gilwpluer J‘J.Ajg u:.-l}a- LBL;»«' 93 (el 0l dayw‘-‘_;& 6[.&4317}..:..;
a5 Cmal 538wyl aS odaelosl 058 o ies 55 (G dg0 S ysb 3 me 4 L 23155 gladely P ol
AU 5 S Aol gyt Joool milex 3 GiisS ol bl (omul ails dudo olblies 4y (55050 sladl

el 0 025 (5 g0 bl okt el Ly o 4 ok e SCn 5 83 a2 8

co5 ez (65l (il s a5 0snd (S5l 5e sl 6.\:\.|S QL§3I3



93 /s 530 g 5o Ha (rmhallansle ol 51 S5l GelS (il A (S5 gh0 58 (s 1SS

-

douso

S S ln ot eSSl o 5 il gty 8 Sl o 20 5 ol o 5| S5 0Ly el
IS Sl 5 Bgna b 63 Sl 0% s GLSen 51 F b 3l sl ely o %ol 4l
L5 Sl se ad i) 5 el andllae 4 (655e 1977 Jlus 4y s S a4y 5 Al LT 5k daes
)3 ¥ s St &S oh st DMome S5 23l St L s3date ()Sen ¢y (e )
LSl S b o gty 5 0l 5 el (553 0 S350 (Ll 53 (5 550 2 5 428l (55150 4l ]
a3l 53 Al 5 San b pgtte Sl 5 0l go Jilows 51 (55l 53 43Sl Cal 03,5
Lol 03,5 e85 Gl ad a5 adly ) sia Ol b

bl ol e 550 i laaes 5 2S5 050 )b 0Ly 4 S Bls uSHl L e
TS (S TUCPY| U VP URPLI] BN L FUF DU S 4 Wk W NV P RSO0 U L] P S O
S olee s il ol s e S aea 51y g slge Sl 5l (ol 55 255 oS (S0 Ll Glox e
Nl e oSS 3l il B85 uSHb SRl b agrlsn cannpll sl 035 hzie palS 50
Oleblius 0,055 (S5 b sl 0l a1y (55050 il @il 5l 45 55 P S5k oo 2p5kiwd ol
S ol il 0ged 5 LB 5 Blals £l al s ol (p5s pel e 553 4l nesdle ge A4S esile
Sll 5 3 a5 365 adlygs asdlas (55 5n s Sl DS 5o Sl caigad 6l ol i
Sdsn Sacdl oalian b 63Me 2018 Sl oy 585 o U 57 n ) Sl plil sl |y oeste
) el il (e bl 5 silge il 3 Sloios (53l (Sl B (il S o e
O 55 0ler S35 0L g el 5 odote SV gy SMLans Jals 0 455

54885 ool sy pe cmilem 3l ploz 5 53 S aS a0 a4 S35 )

1. Coleman Bryan Barks.

Sl S o251 53 5 151,08 (Baylor School) 5ol auyie 531y Slodie S¥aass e L 4 sdoeze SVUI 55 (6530 VATV Jlu s uSil (el .2

S 2S5 ey A 4y ghse plosil i s S5 et Dlps Jonanss 43 SIS 53 13,218 olK250s 5 (University of North Carolina) Jles

el 5Ly a3l sladl 53 0581 5 3l Jndd a5 e o5 4 (University of Georgia) Loy s o215 53 6 ol 5 Sy 35 03l 5

630 2006 Jlows 3 51 oCdd 03,5 35505 555 ladl 935 w5 S 3330 S oS 40 0 ) Sladlir 53 o WS Ol ol Ly oS00

5331 oL (53%e 2009 Sl iy szl 0 345 oS50 31 omn )b Sl 5 03 iy 3 (5,5l (51585 Il 4y 3bgn 0203,5 s gl 40 45 a0
A% s (Georgia Writers' Hall of Fame) Ly s> oS 55 paline NG

3.Robert Bly.

4. Bill Moyers Journal.

5.See: Barks, Coleman. A Year with Rumi. Daily Readings, 2006.

6. See: Barks, Coleman. Rumi 2018 Wall Calendar. Mystical Sufi Poetry, 2017.
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1. New Age.

2. Barks, Rumi- Bridge to the Soul- Journeys into the Music and Silence of the Heart, 4-5.

3. Aupers and Houtman, “Beyond the spiritual supermarket: the social and public significance of New Age spirituality”. in
New Age spirituality.
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It's a single-pointed, fned-down, thread end, not a big ego-beast with baggage.
But how can a camel be thinned to a thread? With the shears of practices, with doing things. '
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1. See: Bassnett, “Culture and translation” in A Companion to translation studies.

2. Eisegesis.

3. Exegesis.

4. Vorurteile.

5 o2 1 Lol 30 8 Ly 303 LagT b (ol alye 055 o lagsssla s ol G (5l 30 (glor 40 oS das o5 S pzen 5

5L, (Fusion of Horizons) Lagsl (5 sles olse S 0 51 48 Al 3 el 3 S a3l S05 ol b agarlsn 31 (36 3o 5 it (512 b 355 0ol
4 LS oS a5l 058 0 e Fras S35 4 oS ol (S aad b e 1 5 e 3 (s JalaS (Glimesy £0S 0

See: Gadamer, Truth And Method, 305-307.



99 /(s 530 g 5o Ha (gruhallansle ol 51 S5l GelS (i8l oA (S5 gh0 58 (s 1SS

o Sl Sl 35y dal s Aol 5 baaine gh 58 53 iy il 4 0T S 1ABL Ssline
Al e 534S sl (Bl g b e el nb Sl 4 e by 5 Sledde pltl
SIel5 20 43 s 5 iy o Sl (Tl 53 5 0el Sl @ walie g 5 (5515 e I
Last e

3 P Col g e bl s OlaS s (3lpdis ) r alaw cpl Gl
a5 534S Sl bl bg 10 30 (20 55 il go Glal 5 dslie S)ad 5 (i ge Son b slaais
M sl ol s Coley GuSHl (il 50 il o) (S0l oY (50 () g s T
el Golaaam 5 53510 Jsd B Uil )b Slusl b 5l (s (6 et e S eSS
8 5205l W55 s e 81 P e Ol oS o) S o 5 s 530
393 sl LSS el S 53y (5l sm HLadl B oS 4 515 oy 1l i 2 ¢ 803 (S5m0 ) o
o ST 5l ol 2 el 035y dgaia La s S 4, polsal) 4 355 o 0LES b plalg
s b e ey ol 3 0 ale 5 ool Sline l el sl 15 S e e |y s
S or dom 5 e 5 el SLIE L sl da o B

il Gl -2-2

503,S ahal ddr a5 LSS ol SE et |y Selse Sl 5l (Sles S e S
elian () e 3l 03, 1 el Lo a0 |y Sl 3 Ghiasle 5 (635 01 215
30l uSixe Gz Sl de 550 Aol e el Ml 0l e 5 LS i 53 S aallinle
B e S G 5 Sl e s et 03,8 ik S 4 e )l A 00
B 0k 4 sl GLBIL 55 g silpe (B 53 355 pl S e Ol s sl (e 55 (g s
s Sl ) ol 55 Gy odas S zmen b S slse B AisS o sl el 5o Yol aly,
Oerlas 31 (6 pedimta 51 ALsS o s (N S S 3 ised Sl S B Ay
a5l (s Chlies a4l 5 il conlis sl 5 LaKn 3 pled (51 45 s @yl Hladl 51 el

1. See: Terry, Milton. Biblical Hermeneutics. A Treatise on the Interpretation of the Old and New Testaments. 1890.
2. John moyne.

3. Reynold Nicholson.

4. Barks, The Essential Rumi, 292.

5. Lewis, Rumi- Past and present, east and west, 592.



WE ol Solad ) splact caida 5 slasy Jlow @IS 5 dheals o olaylicus 4,85/ 100

Gk Sk Sl oS 0515 1) IS iy 0l s dsn ol iy a Lol S s e 0 St
b Bl ool Sk 4T o ol ok o (50 g 4ol iy 25 4 LISCET £8 o 45 (63,505,
2ol 03,8 slaald (g 3sn Jndl s 4 s S jr0e

daz 5y Sk o8 i sl Lecke ol 6,500 s 5 aem 5 s ol 2 S 500 55 )
sakis (3 amen a5 U8 o phBl - )5S Ly 3 - (G0 8 e D 5 Srme e O (5l
Ol 38 b Sl 03l QIAS3 3 s B S (S0 e 5 3L 3 el (539l b s abues
28 3 o5 () OBt ot chi3md Sl e pU OB e 5 0l S (Gl pl) IS
D5l 45 assame ) 135 sdaliie e S (g ge DS 53 |y oladl 3l aez 5 Bl (S0585
ol ol 3 3le s A S 5 (5900 DV S Sl ek 5 0 b ol RS 5 Gl
ol ool (gdle an o (Ko lSG i 3 Sisline aei S 5 SV oy 5 Bl 3
il omd s aliile aduly S Lois (SLSL Gl S g diles SV 5 Lile gbainS
Ogmed 0L 3l 0513 (51 1y S5 (- 45 3L Les @0 il al Ol s e
S oo (Bme VS S gan ()5

AU e Sy de ST U g sbaao s s baay a5 5l Glagsane n Jorlio HY S Cy sims
lpa gl ol )15 53 dodor Cg gins o A 2 K03 Sl 4 ol 03 SRl 5 atid Ay
Grlas 4 0l o7l 33 g b 5 U aset alaily ol s 5 (s 5l Sk
4 il Slins o 358 Lool )l 015 S oo S 4y sl 5 Sl 4y IS 5584 45 5,5 o2
N el e il 5 b i 55 5l (Lol laspamme a8y o i s (slaysl pled 5 sle
503 355 55 S50 il Sk agalan 533,005 et il 4 5 e Jeli ] s sl
VS Kan b sla i) s sladl S5k 4 (Son dobe 5 A« das ol L ) oS Line it

1. See: Barks, Coleman, Rumi Bridge to the Soul. Journeys into the Music and Silence of the Heart, 2007 .
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Barks, Coleman, The Soul of Rumi. A New Collection of Ecstatic Poems, 2001.

3. See: Barks, Coleman, Winter Sky. New and Selected Poems, 2008.

4. See: Barks, Coleman, Rumi The Book of Love. Poems of Ecstasy and Longing, 2005.

5. See: Wilkinson, Tony, The Lost Art of Being Happy- Spirituality for Sceptics, 2007.
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2. See: Barks, Coleman, The Essential Rumi, 76,253.

3. Barks, The Essential Rumi, 292.
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