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Abstract

Given the difference between the concepts of existence and the
reality of existence, and considering that principality is of the
latter, in this article, relying on the analytical method, we seek to
study the epistemological value of the "concept of existence™ in
signifying the reality of existence. Mulla Sadra and his followers
believe that the reality of existence cannot come into the human
mind because it is objective and external, so the reality of
existence cannot be understood with the concept of existence, and
the only way to know it is intuition. Although this statement about
knowing the reality and essence of existence is acceptable, it is
not the case that the concept of existence may not show the
realization and existence of things. The reason why is that, firstly,
in the signification, the ontological unity between the signifier and
the signified is not taken as a necessary condition, secondly, the
concept of existence is taken from the knowledge by presence, so
the concept of existence relies on something intuitive and has the
ability to signify reality, and thirdly, the claimed inability of the
concept of existence to signify the reality of existence gives rise
to epistemological difficulty. As a result, the concept of existence,
when mentioned in the proposition, has the ability to indicate a
simple reality, although the knowledge of "what-ness of the
reality” and the essence of things may not be signified by it.

Keywords: Concept of Existence, Principality of Existence, Mulla
Sadra, Epistemology.
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