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Abstract

This article aims to explore Africa’s potential for the Islamic Republic of
Iran and to analyze Iran’s foreign policy approach toward the continent.
Employing a qualitative, descriptive-analytical method, the study seeks
to assess how Iran’s engagement with Africa can be evaluated. In
addressing this question, the paper highlights Africa’s demographic
influence in international organizations, its rich mineral resources, and
its expanding consumer markets. It argues that despite challenges such
as mutual misunderstandings, geographical distance, limited economic
complementarity, the absence of direct and regular air and sea
connections, unilateral international sanctions against Iran, and the lack
of a comprehensive strategy for developing cooperation, Africa still
offers considerable investment opportunities for Iran. The first section
reviews the historical relations between Iran and Africa, emphasizing
positive perceptions held by both Iranians and Africans. The second
section analyzes shared interests and mutual benefits, while the third
discusses barriers and strategies for strengthening Iran-Africa relations.
The conclusion suggests that by emphasizing knowledge and technology
transfer, Iran can enhance its economic diplomacy on the continent and
advance value chains, thereby fostering more substantial cooperation
with African countries.
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Introduction

Africa possesses vast economic potential and abundant natural resources,
combined with a strategic location featuring four vital straits, which
underscores its geopolitical significance. Its natural resources, digital
capabilities, and opportunities for scientific and technological cooperation
present promising avenues for strengthening Iran-Africa relations.
Additionally, Africa’s political and social commonalities with Iran, along with
its substantial voting power in international organizations, position the
continent as a key priority in Iran’s foreign policy agenda. This article aims to
highlight Africa’s potential for the Islamic Republic of Iran and to examine the
mutual economic and political needs of both parties. Using a qualitative,
descriptive-analytical approach, the study evaluates Iran’s foreign policy
strategies toward Africa. Special emphasis is placed on Africa’s demographic
weight in international organizations, its mineral wealth, and its consumer
markets. Despite challenges such as lack of mutual recognition, geographical
distance, limited economic complementarity, absence of direct and regular air
and sea links, unilateral international sanctions against Iran, and the absence
of a comprehensive strategy for developing relations, Africa still offers
significant investment opportunities for Iran. The first section reviews the
history of Iran-Africa relations and the positive perceptions held by both
Iranians and Africans. The second section analyzes shared interests and
mutual benefits, while the third discusses barriers and potential strategies to
enhance Iran-Africa relations.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach to
analyze Iran’s approach toward Africa. Relying on secondary data
sources—including international statistics, official reports, scholarly
articles, and relevant publications—the research aims to identify and
evaluate the opportunities and challenges Iran faces in engaging with
African nations. It explores Africa’s economic, political, mineral, and
geographic potential, examines historical relations, and analyzes various
foreign policy strategies Iran has employed toward the continent.

Results and Discussion

The Iran-Africa relationship is rooted in political, economic, and security
commonalities, presenting numerous avenues for mutual cooperation. Iran
and African countries collaborate within international forums such as the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM), especially in economic and security sectors. Africa’s rich natural
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resources and expansive markets offer significant prospects for Iranian
exports and investments. Shared global perspectives—such as opposition
to colonialism and countering terrorism—can bolster Iran’s positioning in
international arenas. Iran’s expertise in defense industries and
pharmaceuticals can also contribute to Africa’s security and healthcare
needs. Nonetheless, obstacles persist, including limited familiarity between
Iranian businesses and African opportunities, geographical distance, lack of
direct flights, economic sanctions, and inadequate infrastructure for
effective engagement. Additionally, negative perceptions of Africa in Iran,
insufficient market information, and the weakness of Iran’s private
sector—especially compared to regional competitors like China, Turkey,
and India—pose additional challenges. Intense competition from these
major players further complicates Iran’s efforts to expand its presence in
Africa. To overcome these barriers, Iran needs to formulate a
comprehensive strategy encompassing economic, cultural, and political
dimensions. Efforts to strengthen public diplomacy, develop transportation
infrastructure, and foster cooperation in healthcare, pharmaceuticals, and
technology are vital. Leveraging platforms such as BRICS and G77 and
emphasizing respect for African nations’ independence are also crucial
components for Iran’s successful expansion into the continent.

Conclusion

The Islamic Republic of Iran seeks to enhance its economic and trade ties
with Africa to capitalize on investment opportunities, despite obstacles like
geographical distances, limited mutual understanding, and sanctions. To
deepen these relations, Iran should broaden its economic diplomacy
through infrastructure investments, closer cooperation with the African
Union, and fostering scientific and academic partnerships. Adopting a
regional focus—targeting East, West, North, and South Africa—along with
strategic developments in infrastructure, technology, and healthcare
sectors, can strengthen bilateral relations and support Africa’s overall
development. Ultimately, these efforts can position Iran as a key partner in
Africa’s growth and contribute to its long-term regional influence.
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2. SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats)
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