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Avicenna, by offering two distinct classifications of the sciences, presents different
perspectives on the nature and purpose of knowledge. One classification is based on the
Aristotelian method, while the other is a unique division outlined in his work Al-Mantiq al-
Mashriqiyyin (The Logic of the Easterners). By integrating philosophy (hikmah) and religious
law (shari‘ah), Avicenna emphasizes the harmony between reason and religion.

He introduces shari‘ah as the primary means for the emergence of sunnah (tradition),
aimed at realizing justice and regulating both individual life (acts of worship) and social life
(transactions). Tradition, on the one hand, is established by the sanni (lawgiver or prophet) to
manage society and ensure the survival of humankind, and on the other, is linked to the divine
sunnah, through which God’s providence extends goodness to creation.

Avicenna underscores the necessity of both the shari (lawgiver) and the caliph for the
preservation and sustainability of tradition. This article analyzes Avicenna’s perspective on
the sand’i‘ shari‘ah (legislative crafts) and their relationship to revelation, the Active Intellect,
tradition, shari‘ah, and human felicity.
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