[ Downloaded from clrj.modares.ac.ir on 2025-08-13 ]

Literature Research Quarterly
Vol. 13, No. 1,
Spring 2025
pp. 125-146
Original Article

A Comparative Reading of the Two Plays "Siavash va Sudabeh' and
""Az Khoon Siavash' Using Gérard Genette's Transtextual Theory

Bahman Namvar* !, Motlagh Seyedeh Nahal Akrami’

1. Associate Professor of French Language and Literature, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran
2. Master Student Tehran University

Received date: 26.05.2025 Accepted date: 15.06.2025

Abstract

The appropriation from past texts and its contemporary reflection in new texts,
maintaining continuity among people for whom narrative is an inseparable part of their
life, has always been a focus across all nations. Examining the history of dramatic
literature in Iran and the world reveals that the use and manifestation of ancient texts in
these works has largely been through literary adaptations. Among Iranian texts, what
draws attention is the frequent use of stories from the Shahnameh and their adaptation in
new writings. This research will case-study two lesser-known adaptations of the Siavash
story: *Siavash va Sudabeh*, by the Armenian-origin author Gevorg Darfi, and *Az
Khoon Siavash*, by the Iranian author Mahmoud Kianoush. These adaptations will be
analyzed individually and then collectively using Gérard Genette's Transtextual-
Hypertextual analysis. Ultimately, what will attract attention is a contemporary reading
of the differences, similarities, and potential of these two Persian and Armenian texts,
which, with their own unique approaches, adapted a single text in a unified form; a
renewed look at them could also be a guiding light for creating new texts.
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1.Introduction
Drawing inspirations from the past and reflecting it in contemporary texts to maintain
continuity among humans, for whom narrative is an inseparable part of life, has always
been a focus across all nations. Examining the history of dramatic literature in Iran and
the world, we find that the use and manifestation of ancient texts in these works is
largely through literary adaptations. Many theorists of narrative believe that all texts
have pre-texts, and in reality, no text is created independently of others. In the field of
performing arts, the method most frequently used to reflect the past in the contemporary
present is the adaptation of ancient texts. Among Iranian texts, what attracts attention
is the frequent use of stories from the Shahnameh and their adaptation in new writings.
This is because the Shahnameh, in terms of both theme and technique, is considered a
significant and high-potential work, and it can greatly assist the writer in character
development, the proper use of dramatic elements, and the creation of necessary
dramatic aspects such as suspense, crisis, climax, denouement, and the logical
arrangement of events. This research employs comparative literature to study
contemporary adaptations of this work. After discussing comparative literature and the
relationships between texts, it explains Gérard Genette's theory of Transtextual-
Hypertextual analysis and then expands on the concept of Intertextuality. In the next
step, this research will case-study two less-studied adaptations of the story of Siavash.
The selection of plays aims to explore the retelling of the story of Siavash and its
adaptations from different perspectives and within various socio-cultural contexts.
The two plays, *Siavash va Sudabeh* and *4z Khoone Siavash*, effectively facilitate
this exploration. Both texts share a common source text (the Shahnameh) and could
not have been conceived without it. Furthermore, the two plays belong to two
different cultures and languages, providing a basis for comparative study. *Siavash
va Sudabeh® (1935), written in Armenian by Gevorg Darfi, an Iranian-born
Armenian, and *4z Khoone Siavash®, written by Mahmoud Kianoush in 1975, are
prime examples. Initially, the study provides a summary of the Siavash story from
the Shahnameh, then proceeds to examine the two plays individually. The adaptations
are then analyzed collectively using Gérard Genette's transtextual-hypertextual
analysis. The reading of *Siavash va Sudabeh®, due to its different language and
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culture, is conducted alongside a comparative reading with *4z Khoone Siavash* and
the Shahnameh's Siavash narrative. However, this comparative analysis is limited for
*4z Khoone Siavash* to avoid venturing into the realm of national literature. In each
of these readings, hypertextual relations, such as functional and quantitative
Intertextuality, are examined.

2.Conclusion

This study concludes that while both plays are adaptations of the Siavash story from
the Shahnameh and are both hypertexts based on the Shahnameh's intertextual
relationships of transformation/transfiguration, they each take a different path in their
writing. Darfi considers form as the reason for content, and all the changes made to
the text serve this idea and the dramatization of the work, while Kianoush, assuming
the audience's familiarity with the whole story, adds changes to add interpretation,
analysis, and description to his text. Both texts, however, have noteworthy points that
can be used in writing new works. Ultimately, what attracts attention is the
contemporary reading of the differences, similarities, and capacities of the two
Persian and Armenian texts, which, with their own approaches, adapt a single text in
a single form. Although Kianoush's text does not work as well as Darfi's, a re-
examination of them can be insightful for creating new texts.
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