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Abstract

Religious intellectuals to differentiate religion’s core (essential) from its
contextual (accidental) elements and believe that in order to reach the
essence of religion, the incidentals and contextual elements of the era of
revelation must be set aside. In their view, modern rationality is one of the
most important criteria for this distinction. Based on this criterion, in order
to accept religious teachings, modern man must evaluate them with secular
rationality and accept and preserve any religious teaching that is consistent
with the criteria of modern rationality. In other words, if a teaching is
inconsistent with modern rationality, it is considered incidental to religion
and must be set aside. Using the descriptive-analytical approach, the
present study seeks to examine the effectiveness of modern rationality in
distinguishing between the essential and incidental aspects of religion.
After explaining the claims of religious intellectuals, it examines the
foundations and assumptions of religious intellectuals as well as modern
rationality. Therefore, this article evaluates modern rationality’s capacity
for such distinctions, exposing its reliance on flawed premises,
epistemological relativism, and inherent limitations and concludes that
modern rationality is ill-suited for this task.

Keywords: modern rationality, essential vs. accidental, critical realism,
religious modernists.
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