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Abstract

The Holy Quran does not give a complete description of the Prophet’s
physical ascension, and mostly highlights his spiritual elevation and the
observation of some divine signs, but some narrations refer to Prophet’s
physical ascension to the seven heavens through a winged creature called
“Buraq”. In these narrations, the quality of the ascension is controversial and
no reference to it is found in the Quran. On the other hand, these narrations
date back to the third century AH, which is far from the era of the revelation
of the Quran. Traces of some past religious thoughts are found in the content
of these narrations. Using the descriptive-analytical method, this article
shows that the historical environment of the narrators of the hadith and the
use of metaphorical and symbolic concepts to interpret the Quran could have
been effective in compiling such narrations. Therefore, the ascension is
confirmed in both past religions and Islam. Details of such narrations are not
found in the Holy Quran, but these narrations somehow help us in
interpreting the Quran. Also, the narrative texts being influenced by the texts
of monotheistic religions is not a far-fetched possibility.
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