https://coth.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
Journal of Comparative Theology
E-ISSN: 2322-3421
Document Type: Research Paper
Vol. 16, Issue 1, No.33, Spring & Summer 2025 pp.21-36
Receive: 13/11/2023 Accepted: 15/10/2024

Analytical Investigation of the Patrimonial Law and Inheritance of Women in Sassanid Era Marriages

Parvin Davari
Ph. D. Student of Ancient History of Iran, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Isfahan,
Isfahan, Iran
parvin.davari68@gmail.com

Esmaeil Sangari *
Associate Professor of Ancient History, Languages and Civilizations, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and

Humanities, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran
e.sangari@ltr.ui.ac.ir

Abstract

In the Zoroastrian religion, marriage has a special importance and position, and every Zoroastrian is obliged to get married
and form a family in order to keep the name (namaganih) and the heart of the family alive. In addition, the preservation
of family property is also very important, and family members should be diligent in preserving family property from
generation to generation and keep it safe. In Sasanian Iran, the issue of inheritance became very important and the
Zoroastrian was obliged to leave behind a male child so that the child would inherit the family’s name, hearth, and
property. Surrogate marriages were performed when there was no male child, and the children of these marriages were
also recognized as heirs. Based on library sources, this study investigates the share of inheritance of heirs under various
marriage conditions and their obligations towards the deceased. Investigations indicate that the benefit of the heirs from
the estate varied. The root of such a difference lies in the type and manner of marriage of women and girls. In the second
place, there was an idea about the importance of a male child as a bridge-building factor for the smooth crossing of the
Chinot bridge and keeping alive the religion of the ancestors, which led to the creation of different classes of heirs. Thus,
in Zoroastrianism, we face different types of heirs.
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Introduction

In Zoroastrianism, marriage holds a special significance, and every Zoroastrian is obligated to marry and start a family to
ensure the continuation of the family name and the household’s sacred fire. Additionally, the preservation of family assets
is paramount, and family members must strive to safeguard these assets through generations. How would their assets be
divided if an individual died without children or heirs? Studies show that the inheritance share of heirs varies. Firstly,
these differences were rooted in the type and nature of the woman’s/daughter’s marriage. Secondly, a belief existed
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regarding the importance of a male child as a bridge-builder for the soul’s passage across the Chinvat Bridge and as a
means of preserving ancestral traditions, which led to the creation of various classes of heirs. Researchers such as Macuch
(2004), Shaki (1971, 1999), and Hjerrild (1993) have briefly examined certain types of inheritance divisions in different
marriages.

Materials and Methods

This research, conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and based on library resources, examines the share of
heirs in different marital conditions and their responsibilities toward the deceased. In this study, in addition to referring
to Pahlavi texts remaining from the Sassanian and post-Sassanian periods, such as the Madayan i Hazar Dadestan, the
narration of Adhar Farnbagh Farrokhzadan, the narration of Omid Ashvahishtan, the Ddadestan i Dénig, the eighth
Deénkard, and others as the primary sources of Zoroastrian jurisprudential data, works of modern researchers, including
Matsukh, Pirkhanian, and Yerild, were also reviewed. This research aims to answer the study’s main question by
correlating and analyzing the data extracted from the mentioned Pahlavi texts and interpreting them based on the latest
research findings.

Research Findings

What prompted us to examine inheritance and the amount of heirs’ share in Zoroastrianism is the fact that none of the
previous studies have thoroughly and independently addressed all aspects of inheritance in full detail. In most studies, the
inheritance share in the padix§ayi marriage (royal marriage) has often been explained, while less attention has been paid
to the topics mentioned in other classes. Thus, we aimed to demonstrate how women received their inheritance in different
forms of marriage and how the diversity of marriage types could influence their inheritance share and sometimes deprive
them of their legal rights. A comprehensive examination of the legal rules discussed earlier strengthens the view that, in
Zoroastrianism, heirs could either jointly share in the family property or divide the assets among themselves, with each
individual receiving their share. Those who received the assets bore responsibilities and duties toward the deceased.
However, their responsibilities were not uniform; sometimes, they were obliged to pay debts and preserve the family

property.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

A comprehensive examination of the legal rules mentioned earlier strengthens the view that, in Zoroastrianism, heirs
could either jointly share in the family property or divide it among themselves, with each individual receiving their
portion. Those who inherited the property bore responsibilities and duties toward the deceased. However, their
responsibilities were not the same; at times, they were required to settle debts and maintain the family property.
Sometimes, their responsibility was to provide a male heir and successor for the deceased without children. Depending
on the marriage class in which the individuals were involved, their share of the deceased’s estate varied. In some cases,
the person receiving the inheritance was considered only a trustee, and upon the male heir reaching maturity, the property
would be transferred to him, ending the trustee’s responsibility. These jurisprudential and legal findings show that the
type of marriage and the position of the woman/daughter within it could significantly influence the amount of their
inheritance share, and the type of marriage could even affect the inheritance share of children born from proxy marriages.
Therefore, no women/daughters could inherit equally, and the difference in their inheritance shares was substantial.
Additionally, as the Zoroastrian community coexisted with Muslims, religious leaders enacted new laws according to the
circumstances of the time to meet the needs of that era’s society.
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