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The Status of the Donkey in the Culture of People of Lay Zangan,
Darab

Hassan Ranjbar”

Abstract

Lay Zangan, a mountainous village in the Darab region of Fars province,
has historically relied predominantly on livestock farming and
horticulture, with the donkey playing a pivotal role in both domains. The
close connection between the people of Lay Zangan and this valuable
animal has resulted in the donkey assuming a fundamental and
significant role within the community. Given the importance of this
relationship, the present study focuses on examining the status of donkey
in the culture of people of Lay Zangan. The research methodology
employed a content analysis approach with an analytical-descriptive
perspective. Relevant terms and phrases related to “donkey” were
collected and classified in this research. Common diseases affecting
donkeys were investigated, and the treatment methods for each were
elucidated. Through the examination of proverbs and idioms specific to
Lay Zangan, it became evident that the donkey can be considered a
symbol of stupidity, ineptitude, messiness, ingratitude, suitability for
burden-bearing, and similar attributes.

Keywords: Darab, Lay Zangan, Folklore, Donkey.
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