e

AEIN-E
HOKMRANI

Sceinctific Journal on Thelslamic Governance

Va.2/No.3/ Spring & Summer 2024

AEIN-E HOKMRANI (Sceinctific Journal on The Islamic Governance)
Vol.2/No.3/ Spring & Summer 2024

ISSN: 2980-7880

https://aeinehokmrani.iict.ac.ir

The Ethical Citizen and Ruler in Islamic Thought;
A Model for Just and Sustainable Governance

Reza Eisania
Assistant Professor, Research Institute for Islamic Culture and Sciences, Qom, L.R. Iran
Email: easaniya@yahoo.com

Eisania, R. (2024). The Ethical Citizen and Ruler in Islamic Thought; A Model
for Just and Sustainable Governance. Aeine Hokmrani, 2(3), 323-344
d | (DOI): 10.22034/ah.2025.723129

Type of Article: Reserch Article Recdved: 2025 Jenuary 21 Revised: 2025 February 28
Acoepted: 2025 April 04 Published Online: 2025 April 26

Abstract

Various schools of thought offer a set of values and behavioral rules (ought and no ought)
at the individual and social levels to guide humans toward perfection. Islam, as a
comprehensive, humane, and fitri ideology—not a group, divisive, or instrumental
ideology —emphasizes the superiority of reason over lust, drawing a morally-based
framework for the behavior of rulers and citizens. A distinctive feature of Islam in the
field of governance and citizenship is its emphasis on the primacy of morality over
politics and the necessity of moral sovereignty, a sovereignty that is not achieved solely
through regulatory institutions but is based on public belief and commitment to values
such as monotheism, justice, and other human virtues. This paper analyzes the two-way
moral bond between citizen and ruler in Islamic thought, assuming Islam’s ability to
establish morally-based governance and educate worthy citizens. In light of the gap
between ideal and reality, three levels of obligations—legal, social, and moral—are
analytically examined. The article's approach is based on a conceptua structure
emphasizing the primacy of ethics over politics within the framework of Islamic
ideology. The link between the citizen and the ruler has been analyzed in two common
aspects (alignment in legalism and honesty) and a specific aspect (conscious adherence
of the citizen on the one hand, and justice of the ruler on the other). The findings show
that this link in Islamic thought is interactive, two-way, and balanced; in such a way that
the citizen and the ruler, as two complementary elements, play a direct role in the
realization of a morally oriented and justice-oriented society.
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