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Abstract

The Alawi governance, as a unique model of political management in Islamic
civilization, has components that ensure a balance between authority and tolerance in
confronting opponents. Focusing on the concept of the citizens’ rights of opponents, this
paper attempts to show that Imam Ali’s policies towards protesters and political
opponents were based on principles such as justice, freedom of expression, and respect
for civil rights. In this regard, the article attempts to analyze the relationship between
Citizens’ resistance to injustice and governmental tolerance in Nahj al-balagha and other
historical texts related to the period of the rule of the Amir al-Mu'minin and explains the
role of these principles in desirable governance. The research method of this study is
qualitative and with an analytical-descriptive approach. The data were collected and
examined by examining Islamic sources, especially Nahj al-balagha and jurisprudential
and historical works on the citizens’ rights of opponents. In this study, while examining
the theoretical and jurisprudential foundations related to citizen resistance and
government tolerance the distinction between legitimate civil protest and sedition in the
governance of Imam Ali will be examined. The findings of the research show that Imam
Ali, in addition to adhering to the principles of justice and rightful, tolerated and even
recognized civil opposition as long as it did not lead to chaos and a threat to public order.
In confronting opponents, he provides a suitable model for peaceful interaction between
governments and protest groups in contemporary Islamic societies.
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