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Abstract:

Objective: The purpose of this research was to develop a conceptual framework for the
development of cycling in Iran. The research method was qualitative (systematic
exploratory).

Methodology: The statistical population included scientific and executive experts
related to the subject of the research. A sufficient statistical sample was estimated based
on theoretical saturation and purposefully sampled (13 people). The research tools
included systematic library study and semi-guided interview. The validity of the
instrument was coded and confirmed based on the scientific and legal validity of the
sample (persons and documents) and the agreement between the correctors. The
analysis method included multi-step coding.

Findings: The results showed that the distribution of identified factors (64 cases) for the
areas of cycling includes: general cycling (15 cases), recreational cycling (13 cases),
sports cycling (15 cases) and It is shared by three areas (21 cases). Also, the distribution
of these factors for the dimensions of alignment analysis includes; Alignment axes (13
cases), alignment capacities (10 cases), alignment challenges (14 cases), alignment
strategies (13 cases) and alignment consequences (14 cases).

Conclusion: Based on the framework, it can be said that the research model has
statistical and conceptual validity suitable for the strategic analysis of cycling
development. Based on the content of the model, the development of cycling follows a
systemic pattern, and its key and strategic factors form horizontal and vertical causal
loops in the model, which managers should base on in planning, implementation and
evaluation. put
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem

According to the country's experts and environmental evidence, two of the main
but neglected challenges of sports development in Iran are the lack of alignment
of different sectors on the one hand and inter-sectoral, or inter-institutional and
regional divergence and not considering local talent from is the other side.
Therefore, it is necessary to align the development of different fields of sports in
general and the institutional and regional convergence of the development of
multi-functional activities and sports (such as cycling) in particular, to be
considered an important issue and a strategic necessity in the country.
Therefore, the aim of the current research is to determine the dimensions and
framework of the development of cycling in Iran in the fields of alignment in
three general, recreational and sports sectors.

Methodology

The current research method was qualitative. For this reason, Nizamand's
exploratory approach was used. The statistical population included all the
experts and experts in the field of the research subject. The selected sample
included university sports management professors and researchers (the field of
sports development) and managers and executive specialists (managers and
trainers with experience and higher education in the three fields of public,
recreational and sports cycling). The studied sample was estimated to be a
sufficient number based on the theoretical saturation of the concepts and was
sampled as a snowball (13 people). A semi-exploratory interview was used to
collect data. The validity of this tool was based on determining the scientific
and legal validity of the information sources and the content validity of the
framework (by 3 experts) for extracting concepts (transcripts). Interviews were
conducted based on a previously designed analytical framework. After
conducting 13 interviews over a period of three months, the data analysis
indicated that no new data was added to the previous data; Because a high
percentage of the data extracted from the last interviews was repeated.
Therefore, upon reaching the theoretical saturation limit, the interviews were
ended. Three stages of coding were used to analyze the data and categorize the
components. Coding was done using previous studies and expert opinion. The
research model was drawn as a conceptual system framework based on the
identified relationships. Simultaneously with the collection of data, the work of
analyzing them in three stages of coding also started. After extracting the codes,
they are classified; Constant comparison reveals the differences and similarities
between these codes; The classes are separated or merged so that the theory is
formed in the process of this process. Available sources and texts are also used
in the theory completion process.
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Results

The interviewed people included 10 men and 3 women, 6 people with master's
education and 7 people with doctoral education. The average age was 42.37
years, professional-sports experience was 15.48 years. The determining factors
of the alignment of the development of public, recreational and sports cycling
were identified from the process of interviews and library study (64 cases) and
after open coding (transformation of raw concepts into analytical propositions)
the following table was presented. The frequency of repetition of their key
themes is reported.

Distribution of factors for cycling areas included: general cycling (15 cases),
recreational cycling (13 cases), sports cycling (15 cases) and common three
areas (21 cases). The distribution of factors for the dimensions of alignment
analysis also includes; Alignment axes (13 cases), alignment capacities (10
cases), alignment challenges (14 cases), alignment strategies (13 cases) and
alignment consequences (14 cases). The identified factors (64 cases) in the
previous stage were framed in the following table.

Conclusion

In general, and according to the results of the present research, it can be said
that in this regard, according to the new theories of development that pay
attention to the category of convergence, the consequences of development and
alignment, which is the result of the connection of its environmental elements,
are affected by a chain of different factors. It forms that determines the general
flow of development alignment and its achievements. Therefore, it can be said
that one of the biggest changes in the development direction of cycling can be
the result of the way of interaction between its public, recreational and sports
sectors. Regarding the importance of these dimensions and their power in
explaining the variables of sustainable development, it can be said that since
development is a multidimensional and dynamic process and by creating a
fundamental change in the environmental, structural and behavioral variables of
a human-centered system, it causes the promotion and appropriate distribution
of resources and opportunities, participation and satisfaction of stakeholders and
progress in performance indicators of that system; Therefore, achieving
sustainable development in cycling in the country requires continuous
monitoring of these indicators and positive and constructive intervention in the
processes leading to them. It can be said that because public sports and
championships are less complicated than the general sports system; Therefore,
sustainable development can be evaluated and observed in shorter periods of
time.

Keywords: Promoting cycling, Cycling discipline, Development model,
Convergence of development, Capacities.
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