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Abstract

The aim of this study was to design a framework for the model of supporters’
ownership in Esteghlal FC. This study was conducted with a qualitative approach and
an exploratory-applied nature using the Grounded Theory. The statistical population
consisted of football club administrators, sport management professors and sport
journalists who were familiar with the ownership of football clubs. The data were
collected through theoretical sampling and deep interviews with 8 experts. Based on
the Grounded Theory and the systematic approach, the data were analyzed in three
stages of open, axial and selective coding. To validate the data, two methods of
recoding by the researcher and member checking were used. Based on the coding
paradigm, the final framework for the model of supporters’ ownership in the Esteghlal
FC was determined in causal conditions, context conditions, intervening conditions
and strategies and consequences. According to these findings, it is suggested that the
legal, cultural and educational platforms necessary for the transfer of the Esteghlal FC
to the supporters should be provided while removing the existing barriers to achieve
financial, social and accountability outcomes.
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