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During the years when the "fewer children, better life" policy was promoted,
the number of children per family decreased compared to the past, and single-
child families became prevalent among Iranian households. Some studies in
other countries have shown that choosing to have a single child has led such
children to have less inclination to take risks. In this regard, the present study
aimed to investigate the role of parents in choosing single-child families and
its impact on children's entrepreneurial intentions among students of Ilam
University. The statistical population in this study consisted of all students of
Ilam University in 2024 (N = 7200), from which a sample size of 364 was
determined based on Krejcie and Morgan's table, and they were selected using
simple random sampling. The data collection tool was a questionnaire. To
analyze the data in two sections, descriptive statistics (mean, mode, etc.) and
inferential statistics (structural equation modeling), SPSS26 and SmartPLS3
software were used. The findings showed that entrepreneurial intentions were
higher among children from families with a larger number of siblings, and
among them, children of younger ages in the family had a greater tendency
towards entrepreneurship compared to older children. Furthermore, a greater
amount of material resources available to parents had a negative and
significant impact on the entrepreneurial intentions of Ilam University
students. Overall, the results showed that the coefficient of determination for
the endogenous latent variable of the study, namely entrepreneurial intentions
among Illam University students, was 0.44. The most important achievement
of this study is to help families provide favorable conditions within families to
raise independent, diligent, hardworking, and risk-taking children.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, the "fewer children, better life" policy implemented in Iran has led to a
decrease in the number of children per family and an increase in the trend towards single-child
families. This demographic shift, aimed at improving family quality of life, has had extensive
social and economic consequences. International studies have shown that having a single child
can negatively affect individuals' personality and behavioral traits, including risk-taking and
extra-domestic collaboration. In the field of entrepreneurship, this issue is of particular
importance, as entrepreneurship requires independence, initiative, and risk acceptance. Some
research suggests that greater access to parental financial resources may reduce children's
motivation for independent income and entrepreneurial tendencies, while reduced financial
resources and an increased number of children can strengthen this tendency. However, this
relationship has been less studied in the cultural and social context of Iran. The present study
aimed to analyze the role of parents in choosing single-child families and its impact on
entrepreneurial intentions among students of llam University. This study sought to gain a better
understanding of the predictors of entrepreneurial intentions by examining variables such as the
number of children, birth order, parental financial resources, and parental attention, and to apply
its results to family policy and the upbringing of entrepreneurial children.

Research Method

This research was quantitative in paradigm, applied in purpose, and descriptive-correlational in
data collection method, using structural equation modeling with a partial least squares (PLS-
SEM) approach. The statistical population consisted of all 7200 students of Ilam University in
1403, from which 364 were selected using simple random sampling based on Krejcie and
Morgan's sampling table. The data collection tool was a two-part questionnaire. The first part
measured students' demographic and professional characteristics with 12 questions, and the
second part included Linan and Chen's (2009) standard scale for measuring entrepreneurial
intentions and questions to assess children's perception of economic resources and parental
attention. The validity of the questionnaire was confirmed through face, convergent, and
discriminant validity methods, and its reliability was confirmed with Cronbach's alpha (0.75)
and composite reliability (above 0.80). Data analysis was performed in two sections, descriptive
(mean, standard deviation) and inferential (evaluation of measurement and structural models),
using SPSS version 26 and SmartPLS version 3 software. The independent variables included
the number of children, birth order, parental financial resources, and parental attention, and the
dependent variable was entrepreneurial intention.

Results and Discussion

The findings showed that the average entrepreneurial intention among llam University students
was 3.86 (with a standard deviation of 0.92), which is evaluated above the average level on a 5-
point Likert scale. Structural model analysis indicated that the number of children ($=0.368,
t=4.348) and birth order (B=0.166, t=2.087) had a positive and significant effect on
entrepreneurial intentions at the 1% and 5% error levels, respectively. This suggests that
students who come from larger families or were born as later children have a greater tendency
towards entrepreneurship. In contrast, parental financial resources (f=-0.282, t=5.762) had a
negative and significant effect on entrepreneurial intentions at the 1% error level, indicating that
greater access to family financial resources can reduce the need for independence and initiative.
Also, parental financial resources (f=0.157, t=3.885), as a moderating variable, moderated the
relationship between the number of children and entrepreneurial intentions at the 1% error level,
but parental attention (f=-0.020, t=0.617) did not have a significant effect, and its moderating
role was not confirmed. The coefficient of determination (R?) for the dependent variable was
0.44, indicating significant predictive power of the independent variables. These results are
consistent with Downey's (2001) resource dilution theory and Hayward et al.'s (2022) findings,
which state that reduced financial resources available per child in larger families increases
independence and risk-taking.
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Conclusion and Recommendations

This study showed that choosing a single child and having high access to parental financial
resources can reduce entrepreneurial intentions in children, while increasing the number of
children and reducing resources focused on each child strengthens this tendency. These findings
challenge the common view that more resources lead to improved career prospects and self-
employment and suggest that dependence on parental resources may undermine the
independence and creativity needed for entrepreneurship. In Iranian culture, equal parental
attention to children, even in large families, may explain the ineffectiveness of the parental
attention variable. This research contributes to the development of entrepreneurship literature in
the field of family role and emphasizes the importance of early life conditions in shaping career
choices. It is suggested that educational and health institutions provide awareness programs to
parents, including premarital counseling and education through mass media, to familiarize them
with the effects of single-child families and resource allocation on children's future. It is also
recommended that this study be replicated among individuals with lower educational levels to
obtain more comprehensive results. Finally, revising population policies with a focus on
balancing the number of children and raising independent and entrepreneurial individuals can
help improve the country's economic and social situation. This research provides guidance for
families to raise more risk-taking and diligent children, which are essential for a dynamic
economy, by being more informed.
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