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Abstract

Background and aim: Urban public spaces are an essential part of the built
environment, characterized by high population density and dynamic movement.
Due to various factors, these spaces are vulnerable to risks and insecurity. This
study aims to analyze the factors influencing the safety of urban public spaces.
Method: This applied research follows a descriptive-analytical approach. The
statistical population comprises users of public spaces in Tabriz. Based on
Cochran’s formula for an infinite population, the sample size was determined to
be 300 individuals, selected through purposive sampling. The Cronbach’s alpha
method ensured questionnaire reliability, while face validity and construct
validity assessed the questionnaire’s accuracy. A five-point Likert scale was used
for measurement. Data were analyzed using structural equation modeling (SEM),
second-order factor analysis, and SPSS and AMOS software.

Results: The results indicate that five main factors significantly impact the safety
of public spaces, ranked from most to least influential: Urban environment,
Awareness-based behavior, Road traffic conditions, social surveillance,
Infrastructure and urban facilities. Furthermore, regardless of the model or
situational factors, two key safety awareness aspects must be emphasized: Fire
hazard awareness, Infectious disease prevention awareness, addressing these risks
can reduce potential hazards in Tabriz’s public spaces and enhance citizens' sense
of security, allowing them to use urban areas comfortably for their daily needs.
Conclusion: This study identifies the impact levels of different safety factors in
public spaces and introduces key criteria for safety management. The findings
provide practical insights for local authorities to develop comprehensive urban
safety management plans.

Keywords: Public Urban Spaces, Safety, Risk Management, Built Environment,
Tabriz.
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