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Objective: Given the significance of poverty and its growing prevalence in
Iranian society, it appears that despite various efforts and initiatives to combat
poverty and informal settlements, the lack of a comprehensive policy framework
has been a major factor in the failure of these initiatives. This study aims to
develop an effective policy model for reducing poverty and addressing informal
settlements in the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Research Methodology: This study is applied in nature and employs a qualitative
research approach. The grounded theory methodology using the Strauss and

Avrticle type: Research

Cite this article: H. Keshtkarrajabi, M. Banafi, A. A. Pourezzat and A. Monavvarian (2024) Proposing a
Policymaking Framework to Combat Inequality in the Islamic Republic of Iran: A Case Study on Poverty
Alleviation and Eradicating Marginalization. Governance and Development Journal, 4(3), 181-209.

DOI: 10.22111/jipaa.2025.498453.1248.

Received: 07.01.2025 Revised: 10.02.2025
Accepted: 06.03.2025 Published: 23.09.2024

© The Author(s O Publisher: University of Sistan and Baluchestan



https://doi.org/10.22111/jipaa.2025.498453.1248
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0877-1566
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0877-1566
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0877-1566
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0877-1566
mailto:pourezzat@ut.ac.ir

182  Proposing a Policymaking Framework to Combat Inequality in the Islamic ...

Corbin approach was adopted. Data were collected through in-depth interviews
with 12 experts, including policymakers, managers, and university specialists
familiar with the research topic. The interviews continued until theoretical
saturation was achieved. The coding process was conducted in three stages: open
coding, axial coding, and selective coding.

Findings: The data analysis resulted in the identification of 130 open codes,
18categories, and 6 core themes. The proposed grounded theory model consists
of six main components:

1. Central Phenomenon: A policymaking model for addressing inequality.

2. Causal Conditions: Networking, innovation, problem identification, and
demographic factors.

3. Contextual Conditions: Indicator-driven approaches, quality-oriented
strategies, foresight, and documentation.

4. Intervening Conditions: Supervision and monitoring, advocacy, and lobbying.
5. Strategies:Goal-oriented policies, program-based planning, and efficiency-
driven implementation.

6. Outcomes:Justice promotion, strengthening the local economy, reducing
regional inequalities, social sustainability, and feedback-based policy adjustment.
Conclusion:

The study presents a structured and implementable policy framework for
combating inequality in the Islamic Republic of Iran. This model provides
practical insights and strategic guidelines to assist policymakers in achieving
sustainable results in poverty reduction and mitigating the challenges of informal
settlements.
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