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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

The success or failure of policies in practice depends
more than anything on the perception of school
principals about policies because principals are
among the most important policy actors who
influence the perception of other actors. Although
government policies have a significant impact on the
formation of daily school events and practical
experiences of activists. So that the environment in
which managers work is formed based on
educational policies. But understanding the nature of
politics, how it is adapted from political ideology
and how politics affects the educational organization
at the national, local and school levels can help
school administrators to give appropriate answers to
policies. In this regard, the present research was
conducted with the aim of explaining the process of
school principals' perception of policies.

Method:

To achieve this goal, the foundation data study
method was used. The participants included 23
school principals. Non-probability sampling method
of theoretical purposeful type was used to select the
participants. A semi-structured interview was used
to collect data. Data collection continued until
theoretical saturation was reached. In order to
validate a part of multiple self-reviews, verifiability
and also the second coder was used. At the same
time, data collection and analysis continued until the
researcher reached theoretical saturation. The
collected data were coded based on Strauss and
Corbin's data analysis approach in an open, central
and selective manner, then the main phenomenon
under study was explained based on causal
conditions, strategies, environmental conditions,
mediating conditions and consequences. The
structure explained in response to the main question
of the research, what is the structure of school
principals' perception process of intended policies?
appeared Also, MAXQDA software version 2020
was used for data analysis.

Findings:

Based on Strauss and Corbin's paradigm model, the
final findings of this research include six main
categories. which are: 1) the structure of school
principals’ perception process of intended policies as
the main phenomenon 2) categories related to the
complexity of the concept of policy, individual
characteristics and policy content as causal
conditions 3) the category of implementation
methods Managers' relationship with policies as
strategies 4) Categories of policy implementation
time, financial and material resources, facilities and
equipment, policy implementation capability,

participation or non-participation of actors in
adopting policies as background conditions 5)
Categories People's cultural beliefs, economic
status, social status as mediating conditions. 6)
Relative achievement of school managers'
professionalization criteria as outcomes. In this
research, the coding of the complexity category of
the concept of politics as one of the causal categories
at both ends of the low or high continuum is given
based on the characteristics of plurality, diversity,
dynamics and interaction of factors. Therefore, no
matter how complex the perception process of
school principals is, it can be imagined as a
continuum that is on one side of the continuum of
effective and efficient perception and on the other
side of the continuum is ineffective and ineffective
perception of policies. It is obvious that the more
school principals' understanding of policies moves
towards effective and efficient understanding, they
will have a correct understanding of policies and
will play a significant role in the successful
implementation of policies. How school principals
perceive policies is influenced by causal conditions,
strategies, environmental conditions, and mediating
conditions. The main phenomenon under study is
the process of school principals' understanding of
policies, which is a very complex and intertwined
process. The complexity of the main phenomenon
under study is caused by various factors, including
the complexity of the concept of politics, the content
of politics, the multiplicity and variety of politics,
the characteristics of actors, the existence of
different contexts in schools, etc.

Results:

Although school activists do political work, and
doing "political work" in schools consists of a
complex and different set of activities that include
creative and disciplinary relationships between
teachers and authorities. But the voices of school
political activists are less heard by policymakers.
Therefore, statesmen and policy-makers assume that
schools are a place for the linear implementation of
policies. But the reality is that educational policy
implementation is a dynamic, creative and
interactive process and depends on many cultural,
social, political and economic factors both at the
macro level (governance and priorities) and at the
micro level (school). The prevailing values in the
society and the common cultural, social and
economic discourses influence the policy making
process by the activists. Hence, activists' perception
and interpretation of policies is inherently complex
and interdisciplinary in nature.
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