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: Abstract

Received: November 11, 2023 & pegemonic masculinity, a term coined by Connell, a theorist in the field of
Accgpted: Mqrch 13, 2025 : gender studies, refers to those images, fantasies, and ideals about masculinity
Available online: March 21, 2025 that are constantly reproduced through the mechanisms and structures of
: patriarchal society. These images and fantasies are often represented in literary
¢ and artistic texts in hidden and overt forms. The present study seeks to critically
¢ analyze the discourse of hegemonic masculinity in a Kurdish novel and has
: chosen The Fence and My Father's Dogs, by Shirzad Hassan, a famous Kurdish
: novelist, as the case study. This novel, according to Fairclough's critical
¢ discourse analysis method, has been analyzed at three levels: text description
: (revealing the ideological propositions and positions of the text), interpretation
¢ (interaction between text and context), and explanation (interaction of structures
: and discourse). The results of the research show that, at the first level, this work
¢ describes the patriarchal positions of traditional society by identifying
¢ masculinity with reason, ability, and dominance; then, at the second level, these
: ideological textual positions are intricately linked to the tribal structure of
: society, and a link is established between the livelihood of the quasi-feudal
: society and the meaning of masculinity; finally, at the third level, it becomes
¢ clear that the discourse of hegemonic masculinity has itself become a structural
: matter, and any resistance against it is actually resistance against the entire
: traditions, customs, and historical heritage of society.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The novel genre has always served as a medium for
representing and reproducing social, political, and
cultural discourses. Novels are not only mirrors
reflecting the lived realities of specific societies, but
also act as discursive agents that shape thoughts,
identities, and power relations. In this context, the
works of writers from marginalized regions and
communities affected by historical oppression—
such as Kurdish literature—possess unique potential
for discourse analysis. The Fence and My Father’s
Dogs by Sherzad Hassan is one of the prominent
works of Kurdish literature which, through
allegorical language, an atmosphere of dread, and a
multilayered narrative, depicts a patriarchal,
violence-driven, and repressive society. This novel
metaphorically portrays the condition of human
existence within a totalitarian power structure, in
which the "father" symbolizes absolute domination,
and everything—from language to bodies—is held
captive by his discourse. The present study aims to
answer the following questions: How are the
discourses of power and patriarchy represented and
reproduced in The Fence and My Father’s Dogs
through language, narrative, and allegorical
structure? And what relationships exist between the
discourses within the text and the structures of
domination in the surrounding society?

2- Methods

This study is conducted within the framework of
qualitative methodology, specifically using the
method of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
inspired by Norman Fairclough’s approach. CDA is
an interdisciplinary method that explores the
relationship between language, power, ideology,
and society. Its primary aim is to move beyond mere
linguistic description and uncover the hidden power
structures and ideologies embedded within
discourses.

The object of analysis in this research is The Fence
and My Father’s Dogs, a novel by renowned
Kurdish writer Sherzad Hassan. This novel has been
purposefully and theoretically selected from the
field of Kurdish literature. The text is analyzed using
Fairclough’s three-dimensional model in three
stages. In the first stage (description), linguistic
elements of the text—such as key vocabulary, verb
choices, pronouns, active and passive constructions,
references to individuals or groups, and syntactic
features—are examined. Through linguistic analysis
tools, this stage identifies what linguistic choices
have been made and what meanings are produced by
these choices.

In the second stage (interpretation), the socio-
discursive context in which the novel was produced
is analyzed. For example, the study explores the
novel’s connection to dominant discourses in

Kurdish society—such as nationalism and the
women’s movement—and interprets its meanings
and themes within the specific sociocultural context
of Kurdistan.

In the third stage (explanation), the findings from the
previous two stages are examined at a macro level to
determine which ideologies are reproduced or
reinforced through these discourses. In particular,
the study investigates what power relations are
stabilized or challenged in the novel, and how these
discourses may contribute to the reproduction of
inequality or domination.

Overall, Fairclough’s CDA provides the opportunity
to view language not as a neutral phenomenon, but
as a tool for representing power and ideology. This
research, by employing such an approach, aims to
reveal the hidden structures embedded in language
and analyze their role in reproducing social
relations. This type of analysis enables the
researcher to move beyond the surface level of the
literary/artistic work and critically engage with
power relations, discursive conflicts, and the social
implications of texts.

3- Findings

The novel The Fence and My Father’s Dogs by
Sherzad Hassan offers a symbolic and allegorical
narrative  of  patriarchal  power structures,
institutionalized violence, and systematic repression
in traditional Middle Eastern societies. A critical
discourse analysis of this work reveals that language
is not merely a tool for narration, but also a site for
the reproduction, reinforcement, and, potentially,
resistance against dominant power discourses.

At the descriptive level, the use of violent
vocabulary, the erasure of agents, a threatening tone,
and repeated metaphors such as “house—prison,”
“father—god,” and “dog—instrument of power” all
serve to stabilize a totalitarian patriarchal order in
which individuality is suppressed, bodies are
commodified and animalized, and language
becomes a mechanism for perpetuating domination.
In this setting, even after the death of the dictator,
his power continues symbolically and internally, as
language preserves the memory of power and fear.

At the interpretive level, the novel exhibits an
interdiscursive  structure,  weaving  together
religious, political, gendered, and psychoanalytic
discourses. This interdiscursivity ensures that the
reader does not merely encounter a familial tale, but
rather confronts an allegory of the political and
social conditions within authoritarian societies. The
father figure becomes the psychological and
embodied manifestation of despotic ideology,
controlling not only the household but also asserting
power over minds and bodies through language,
fear, and exclusion. Meanwhile, the narrator, the
wives, and even the eldest son—although initially
entrapped within this mental and ideological
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system—show signs of doubt, dissatisfaction, and a
desire to resist. These fractures, while not resulting
in overt acts of rebellion, nonetheless render the
discourse of domination unstable and open to
questioning.

At the explanatory level, the novel can be seen as a
representation of power structures in Kurdish
society—and, more broadly, in the repressive
societies of the Middle East. The father symbolizes
oppressive  politico-religious  systems  that
institutionalize their power through segregation,
discrimination, patriarchy, and the suppression of
individuality. The fence represents enforced
isolation and the absence of social connection. In
this setting, women become voiceless objects,
meaningful only as reproducers, servants, or
seductresses, while men are either symbolically
emasculated and obedient or punished for
disobedience. In this light, The Fence and My
Father’s Dogs is not merely a depiction of a
dysfunctional family, but a penetrating analysis of
larger power structures and dominant ideologies.
Ultimately, the novel invites readers not only to
empathize with the lived experiences of its
characters but also to critically examine the hidden
structures of power. By highlighting the
intersections between language and domination,
memory and violence, body and politics, the
narrative opens a new perspective on the condition
of human existence within authoritarian societies.
The significance of this work lies in its ability,
through poetic and symbolic storytelling, to prompt
reflection on the persistence of tyranny, the
reproduction of fear, and the possibilities of
resistance. Thus, The Fence and My Father’s Dogs
is not just the story of a broken family—it is the
story of a society in which the transition away from
despotism requires more than the physical removal
of a dictator; it demands a transformation in
language, consciousness, and discursive structures.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The Fence and My Father’s Dogs, Wwith its
condensed, symbolic, and somber language,
portrays traditional and authoritarian power
structures through the framework of a single family.
However, what is narrated extends beyond the
private sphere, reflecting the dominant discourse in
a patriarchal and conservative society. The father is
the creator of a "small world" within the confines of
the fence—a world in which even death does not
bring his reign to an end: "Father was dead, but
everything continued as before. The dogs still
barked." His dominance is both structural and
institutional. He represents the traditional
patriarchal order, one that continues to control the
thoughts and behaviors of family members even
after his death. He embodies a form of "sacred

authority” legitimized through religion, tradition,
and tribal values.

Women in the novel are entirely objectified and
voiceless. The mother and the father's wives lack
both independent character and voice. They are
silent and submissive victims of a system in which
being a woman equals passivity, consumption, and
silence: "His first wife was always silent, like the
walls of the house.” This simile reduces the woman
to a part of the closed and lifeless space of the home.
In the patriarchal tradition, the woman is often
defined by her roles in reproduction, servitude, and
the preservation of family honor. The novel critiques
this condition not through slogans, but through a
haunting and symbolic atmosphere.

The dogs in the novel serve as instruments of
control, guardians of the fence, and tools of the
father's violence. They symbolize blind loyalty and
savage aggression: "The dogs obeyed only the
father’s voice. No one dared go near them."” This
signals the inseparable link between domination and
violence, and the use of fear as a tool of control. In
traditional patriarchal societies, both symbolic and
physical violence are considered legitimate tools for
maintaining social order. Moreover, bodies—
whether male or female—are deprived of autonomy.
Women’s bodies are reduced to instruments of
pleasure or reproduction, while men’s bodies must
submit or face punishment: "My brother didn’t even
dare meet the dogs’ gaze, let alone the father’s.” The
body is always a bearer of meanings tied to honor,
power, and pride.

The father imposes his authority not only through
actions but through language. His speech is
commanding, dictatorial, and leaves no room for
dialogue: "No one is allowed to go beyond the fence.
The world outside is impure." Here, the father's
language transforms into ideology. He sees himself
simultaneously as father, prophet, and legislator.
This  linguistic structure is often reinforced by
religious or customary discourse. The prohibitions
and taboos in the novel illustrate the deep
connection between language and domination. The
fence itself is both a physical and psychological
symbol of patriarchy—a barrier not only around the
house but within the minds of its inhabitants: "We
had even denied ourselves the dream of life outside
the fence." In patriarchal tradition, the preservation
of honor, family cohesion, and the isolation of
women are enforced through both literal and
symbolic boundaries. The novel expands this image
of the fence into a broader metaphor for social and
mental control—a boundary between freedom and
obedience, life and death.

Through symbolic language, a diseased atmosphere,
and passive characters, the novel portrays a deeply
internalized and institutionalized form of violence.
Women are voiceless and powerless; men are
trapped between obedience and rejection; and
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language, body, and space all serve to reproduce a
corrupt and repressive order.
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