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Abstract

Statistical evidence indicates a high rate of internal migration in Iran and a shift in the pattern of these migrations
toward an increase in inter-provincial migration in recent years. The aim of this study is to analyze the changes,
patterns, effectiveness and routes of inter-provincial migration in the country during the period 2006-2016. For
this purpose, the secondary analysis method of migration data from 31 provinces of the country has been used.
The findings show that during the mentioned periods, some provinces have consistently been migrant-sending,
while some have been migrant-receiving. The provinces of Yazd, Alborz, and Semnan have had the highest ratio
of immigration to emigration. The migration reception and sendingof provinces have been affected by their level
of development. During the studied periods, the intensity of migration in the spatial redistribution of the population
has been higher in the western, central, and southeastern provinces and lower in the eastern provinces of the
country. The effect of inter-provincial migration on population redistribution has also increased to some extent.
During the period 2006-2011, the volume of migration to the capital decreased, and the volume of migration to
short distances and to regional metropolises increased, while during the period 2011-2012, the opposite occurred.
In both periods, the role of regional metropolitan provinces in attracting migrants from neighboring provinces
(such as Khorasan Razavi Province in attracting immigrants from North Khorasan, South Khorasan, Sistan and
Baluchestan, etc.) is evident. Tehran Province and its neighboring provinces with shorter distance dimensions
have been the destinations for most interprovincial migrations. The results show that the flow of interprovincial
migration in the country has been strongly influenced by government strategies and policies in the provinces, and
this has played a significant role in shaping the spatial redistribution of the population in the country.
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Introduction

The high rate of internal migration in the country, the shift in the pattern of
migration flows toward an increasing in inter-provincial migration in recent
decades, as well as the effects theses migrations have had and will have on the
country's settlement patterns are of considerable importance for investigation. The
aim of this study is to analyze the changes, patterns, effectiveness and paths of
inter-provincial migration during the period 2006-2016.

Method and Data

The method of this research is quantitative, descriptive-analytical and based on
secondary analysis of census migration data for the years 2011 and 2016 for 31
provinces of the country. The indicators examined in this study include: 1)
Migration intensity; 2) Migration Effectiveness Ratio (MER), 3) Migration
Distance ((a) Percentage of migrations over short and long-distances; b)
Percentage of migrations to metropolitan provinces and capital), 4) Migrant -to-
annual population ratio, 5) Emigration and immigration rates, 6) Net and gross
migration rates, and 7) Four main destinations of migrants leaving the provinces.

Findings
The findings show that during the periods of 2006-2011 and 2011-2016, Ardabil,
llam, Chaharmahal-e-Bakhtiari, Khuzestan, Sistanand Baluchestan, Kurdistan,
Kermanshah, Kohkiluyeh and Boyrahmad, Lorestan and Hamedan provinces have
consistently been migrant-sending, and Alborz, Bushehr, Semnan, Qom,
Hormozgan and Yazd provinces have been migrant-receiving. Other provinces
alternately had periods of immigration and periods of emigration or had a
consistant trend. During the period 2006-2011, the highest ratio of immigration to
emigration was observed in Yazd, Alborz, and Bushehr provinces, while the
lowest ratio was recorded i Lorestan, Sistan and Baluchestan, Chaharmahal-e-
Bakhtiari provinces. In the period 2011-2016, the highest ratio was observed in
Semnan, Yazd, Alborz, Qom, and Tehran provinces, while the lowest ratio was
recorded in Lorestan, Khuzestan, Chaharmahal-e- Bakhtiari, and Ilam provinces.
According to evidence, the immigration and emigration of provinces are affected
by their level of development. Through a longitudinal examination of changes in
the inter-provincial migration intensity index during the periods 2006-2016, three
migration patterns can be distinguished.

Pattern 1: Provinces that have consistently had a positive migration balance;
including: Isfahan, Alborz, Bushehr, Semnan, Qom, Gilan, Mazandaran,
Hormozgan, and Yazd.
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Pattern 2: Provinces that have consistently had a negative migration balance;
including: East Azerbaijan, West Azerbaijan, Ardabil, llam, Chaharmahal —e-
Bakhtiari, North Khorasan, Khuzestan, Sistan and Baluchestan, Fars, Kurdistan,
Kerman, Kermanshah, Kohkiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad, Lorestan, and Hamedan.

Pattern 3: Provinces that have had an irregular and fluctuating migration
balances; including: Tehran, South Khorasan, Razavi Khorasan, Zanjan, Qazvin,
Golestan and Markazi.

During the studied periods, the effect of inter-provincial migration on
population redistribution has increased somewhat. In the period 2006-2011, the
volume of migration to the capital decreased, while the volume of migration over
short distances and to regional metropolises increased. However, in the period
2011-2016, the opposite happened. During these two periods, the role of regional
metropolitan provinces in attracting immigrants from neighboring provinces can
be observed (such as Khorasan-Razavi Province attracting immigrants from North
and South Khorasan, and Sistan and Baluchestan provinces; Fars Province
attracting immigrants from Hormozgan, Kohkiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad and
Bushehr provinces; Isfahan Province attracting immigrants from Chaharmahal-e-
Bakhtiari and Khuzestan provinces; and also East Azerbaijan Province attracting
immigrants from West Azerbaijan). Tehran Province and its neighboring
provinces, which have a shorter distance dimension, have always been the
destination of most inter-provincial migrations. During the first period under
study, the volume of migration to the capital decreased, while the volume of
migration over short distances and to regional metropolises increased. In the
second period, the volume of migration to the capital increased while the volume
of migration over short distances and to regional metropolises decreased.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results indicate a certain level of stability and systematic structure in the
distance patterns of migration across the country during the periods 2006-2016.
The metropolitan provinces of the country, including Isfahan, Khorasan Razavi,
Fars and Khuzestan, and especially Tehran, have played a decisive role in
determining the migration radii of the provinces of the country. The intensity and
volume of migratory movements in the provinces of the country have been
relatively high and increasing, or in other words, the population of the country has
become more mobile at the national level. Developed provinces as migrant
attraction points while less-developed provinces as migrant expulsion points have
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acted. The ability of migration attraction and expulsion of provincesis a function
of their economic and demographic mechanisms. Metropolitan and more
developed provinces have consistently had a positive balance in terms of gross
migration intensity, meaning they have always been receptive to migrants; In
contrast, less-developed and geographically more peripheral provinces have
always had a negative migration balance. Therefore, the flow of inter-provincial
migration in the country has been affected by the government strategies and
policies in the provinces, and these strategies have played a major role in the
spatial redistribution of the population.
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Chart 1: Annual Migrants to Population Ratio for Provinces of the Country, 2006-
2016
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Table 1: Immigration and Emigration Rates of the Country's Provinces During the
Periods of 2006-2016
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Figure 1: Level of Development Level of Iranian Provinces, 2011
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Table 2: Ranking of Migrant-Sending and Migrant-Receiving Provinces by Annual
Net Migration During the Periods of 2006-2016
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Table 3: Net Migration Intensity and Changes of Inter-Provincial Migration
Effectiveness During the Periods of 2006-2016
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Chart 2: Changes in the Net Intensity of Inter-Provincial Migration During the
Periods of 2006-2016
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Table 4: Distance Structure of Inter-Provincial Migrations During the Periods of 2006-2016
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Table 5: Distance Structure of Inter-Provincial Migrations During the Periods of

2011-2016
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Table 6: Main Destinations of Out-Migrants from each Province During the
Periods of 2006-2016
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