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Abstract

Objectives: Simultaneously with the transformation of social stratification structures, the
indicators and generators of stratification and inequality are also changing. The latest
theoretical claims about stratification and inequalities are the evolution of indicators and
generators of class stratification towards post-class. This new post-class position is still not
well known. This research was done to analyze the post-class generators of stratification
and inequality. Methods: The study used two qualitative techniques, including semi-
structured individual interviews and focus groups. To discover post-class generators from
the perceptions and individual experiences of 23 people from the population of Zanjan City,
one focus group session was used as a qualitative strategy in connection and combination
with the results of individual interviews. Sampling was purposeful and data collection
continued until reaching theoretical saturation and group consensus. Simultaneous coding
and thematic analysis were used for coding and analysis, and analytical comparison,
member check and dialogue approach, and group integration were used to ensure
reliability. Results: This qualitative analysis achieved 14 global themes and 48 organizing
themes, consisting of 4 global themes and 10 organizing themes around people's
understanding of inequality and stratification, 7 global themes and 27 organizing themes
around people's understanding of the generators or indicators of post-class stratification
and inequality, and 2 global themes and 11 organizing themes around people's experience of
the mechanisms of dealing with stratification and inequality. Conclusion: This research
discovered the post-classified society and a list of factors that reproduce stratification and
inequality and individual mechanisms and revealed the importance of the very diverse
generators of stratification and inequality. So, paying attention to the variety of generators
and mechanisms in social stratification studies, the post-class approach in explaining social
stratification, and the use and testing of indicators and post-class generators of
stratification and inequality are suggested.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Theoretical and empirical research on
social stratification has been one of the
major topics and the hallmarks of
sociology since it burgeoned as an
academic discipline (Fujihara, 2020;
Goldthorpe & Marshall, 1992; Pevalin &
Rose, 2002), and it seems that this analysis
is far from exhausted (Goldthorpe &
Marshall, 1992). Numerous studies have
investigated the characteristics of social
stratification and inequality (Fujihara,
2020), also some of them have aimed to
identify key factors of class and inequality
(Pakulski, 2005). However, the
conceptualization and measurement of
social stratification and inequality have
always been controversial (Fujihara, 2020;
Pakulski & Waters, 1996).

A paradigmatic shift from the class
interpretation has been occurring in
stratification literature recently (Pakulski,
2005). The latest theoretical claims are the
evolution of indicators and generators of
class stratification towards post-class that
has been suggested as being the one basis
of research in social stratification. This
new approach believes that complex
structures of inequality and Social
inequality may vary in the degree of
complexity of the interaction of different
structural “generators” and the degree of
social articulation, and social group
formation. When sociocultural
articulation is weak or strata boundaries
are Dblurred, group identities and
solidarities are weak, distances are
crosscutting, and divisions are fickle social
inequalities may take a complex and
unstratified form. This calls for an
overhaul of our views of social inequality,
division, and antagonism. The key steps in
such an overhaul involve recognizing the

multiplicity of generations, the impact of
education and knowledge, citizenship and
democracy, gender and racial relations,
and so on (Pakulski & Waters, 1996: 162).

This new post-class position is still not
well known. Therefore, this research was
conducted to analyze the post-class
generators of stratification and inequality.
In the present study, individuals’
perceptions of the drivers of stratification
and inequality and the mechanisms for
dealing with them have been qualitatively
analyzed. The theoretical advantage of the
research is that it provides empirical data
to examine post-class theoretical claims.
The practical advantage of the research is
that its findings can be used as an
operationalization of post-class
stratification for the field of stratification
research because it helps to discover the
most important drivers of post-class
stratification and inequality, also, it
provides insights that arise from life
narratives and collective understanding of
individuals in identifying the drivers and
mechanisms for dealing with inequality. As
a main question, this research wants to
know what individuals’ understanding and
experience of inequality and social
stratification in the current society are.
What are the drivers of social stratification
and inequality that indicate the position of
individuals in the current society? How do
people deal with social inequalities to build
or change their social status?

2. Methods

This study was conducted with a
theoretical and qualitative approach. Data
were collected through 23 semi-
structured individual interviews and 1
focus-group session as a qualitative
strategy combined with the results of
individual interviews in Zanjan city.
Sampling was Purposeful and data
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collection continued wuntil theoretical
saturation and group consensus were
reached. Interview and focus-group
questions were designed based on post-
class (Pakulski & Waters, 1996; Pakulski,
2005) literature. Kruger's (2014) guidelines
were used to pose questions in the focus
group. Coding was done simultaneously.
For data coding, analysis, and
conceptualization were used from the
Thematic Analysis method (Braun &
Clarke,2006; Braun et al., 2014: 95) and
Sterling's three-stage thematic network
approach (Basic, Organizing, and Global
code). For data Validation, the analytical
comparison (researcher's reference to
data) the Member checking (Lincoln &
Guba, 1985; Creswell & Miller, 2000), and
the Dialogic approach in the group (Harvy,
2015) were used.

3. Results

This qualitative analysis achieved 14 global
themes and 48 organizing themes. 4 global
themes and 10 organizing themes were
achieved around participants's
understanding  of  inequality = and
stratification; 7 global themes and 27
organizing themes were achieved around
participants's  understanding of the
generators or indicators of post-class
stratification and inequality; and 2 global
themes and 11 organizing themes were
achieved around participants's individual
mechanisms of dealing with stratification
and inequality.

4. Conclusion

This research discovered the post-
classified society and a list of factors that
reproduce stratification and inequality
and individual mechanisms and revealed
the importance of the very diverse
generators of stratification and inequality.
So, paying attention to the variety of
generators and mechanisms in social
stratification studies, the post-class
approach in explaining social
stratification, and the use and testing of
indicators and post-class generators of
stratification and inequality are suggested.
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