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1. Introduction:

Being homeless and not having an effective and qualified guardian has always been
a social issue. In Iranian society, like in other countries, laws related to social
welfare have assigned the responsibility of handling and supporting orphaned
children and adolescents to the government, and the task of caring for them has been
assigned to the country's welfare organization.

Leaving the organization system for young people happens in different ways. Those
who are adopted experience the youth transition more or less the same as their peers.
This transition happens more safely for children covered by one of their parents or
relatives, or for children who can return to the family bed during discharge. In the
meantime, some children never get the chance to return to their families and
relatives. In the literature on welfare organizations, such a situation is called
"entering an independent life". A situation where, for various reasons, it is not
possible to return to their parents or transfer to a substitute family, and at the right
time, they have the possibility and ability to live independently.

This is especially difficult for people who have spent most of their lives outside the
family and are deprived of family support.
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The current research seeks to answer this question: what is the experience of the
homeless youth in living an independent life and entering society?

2. Literature review:

The set of investigations related to the research background related to the current
research showed that neglected and abused children who enter society after the age
of 18 may face many challenges in the fields of personal and social health. They
face physical, psychological (emotional problems, lack of emotional and intellectual
support), social (especially lack of shelter and inability to marry and start a family),
and economic (especially employment). It seems that the dimensions of the
problems and their complexities are large and are increasing depending on different
cultures, so it is necessary to carefully analyze the results of the current research and
to clarify other angles of the research problem.

3. Methodology:

The method of qualitative research is thematic analysis. The research participants
included all orphaned and abused boys and girls transferred to independent living by
the welfare organization of Tehran city, whose minimum age was 18 years and a
maximum of 5 years had passed since their transfer. Sampling was selected by the
purposeful sampling method and theoretical saturation was reached after conducting
interviews with 20 people.

4. Results:

Analyzing the answers of the participants based on the first three stages of the
concepts derived from the interviews, 280 codes were placed, and in the next stage,
by combining the codes similar to the concepts and then combining the similar
concepts from the data obtained from the interviews, into 7 main themes and 25 sub-
themes.

5. Conclusion:

Leaving for an independent life can be a serious challenge for any young person.
This issue is especially difficult for people who have been deprived of family
support for a large part of their lives.

What was something that could be considered in the interviews by the researcher
and perhaps caused some kind of concern: people had a double view of the future.
They generally saw the future as vague and, although they sometimes expressed
hope in words, this issue was not very decisive and was accompanied by doubts.
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Centers have paid little attention to their interests and talents. Complying with this
can have a great impact on the future of all young people who are going to enter
society and contribute to it.

Not having a family and taking care of them in daycare centers is an important
factor in the emergence of problems for young people after independence.
Therefore, we conclude that it is very important to establish and develop
relationships with family and relatives during the institutional care period, and all
officials are obliged to make the necessary efforts to deepen and develop these
relationships and provide the necessary facilities.

Housing and employment were also a problem for most young people, especially
boys, after discharge. This was also the case for girls who were still single.
Especially girls who did not have a supporter in their family after discharge.
According to young people, providing them with a job after discharge is one of the
most important things that welfare centers must do to make them operational.

The biggest concern of the studied youth is the lack of support from the officials of
the center, the lack of a written program and counseling on the occurrence of
problems for the youth after independence, and the failure to fulfill the promises of
the officials.
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