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Introduction

The emergence and expansion of the sharing economy through the use of
information technology has fundamentally changed the economic-social aspects of
today's life, especially traditional business models. The sharing economy represents
a paradigm and novel approach to tackling the multifaceted challenges of global
poverty through innovative economic models.

The purpose of this study is to analyze and synthesize the conducted research and
create a comprehensive view of the dimensions of the effects of digital platforms on
the phenomenon of poverty. The main question of the research is how and with what
factors the sharing economy can help reduce poverty.

Literature Review

Schwarten et al. (2013) examined the impact of the sharing economy on the
underprivileged in developing countries and showed that job creation and income
generation are the most important factors that can affect the underprivileged by
using the capacities of the sharing economy. Ganapathy and Reddick (2018)
considered it the duty of governments to support the expansion of the sharing
economy and use it to provide public benefits and considered the expansion of the
sharing economy as a tool for increasing the quality of life of all social groups.
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McGuinness (2018) concluded, with a perspective derived from the new
institutionalist economy, that the sharing economy has the ability to create areas for
increasing equality in both supply and demand.

Wu et al. (2020) showed that by creating new markets and expanding new
participants in digital platforms, a network of actors with entrepreneurial and job-
creation capabilities is formed.

Fu et al. (2021) consider digital economy policymaking with a poverty alleviation
approach, especially in labor and product markets, transportation, housing, health,
and education sectors, as a fundamental necessity.

He et al. (2021) showed that the use of sharing economy platforms has a positive
impact on the living conditions of residents and supports local sustainable
development.

Quattron et al. (2022) state that regional development policies provide the conditions
for the operation of this digital platform. In his opinion, the use of this business
model is effective in reducing poverty and empowering and creating local
businesses.

According to Yu-Te Tua et al. (2023), the sharing economy facilitates access to
products, services, and environmental production and design strategies in order to
achieve the goals of sustainable environmental development. Implementing
corporate social responsibility (CSR) principles in the sharing economy reduces
inequality and promotes education, justice, health, and social well-being for
individuals in society. Peng (2023) concluded that sustainable supply chain
management practices in the sharing economy improve social performance and are
effective in generating benefits and empowering the less fortunate without harming
the environment.

Materials and Methods

This qualitative study was conducted using the meta-synthesis method to extract the
main themes regarding the role of the sharing economy in poverty reduction. The
process was adapted from the seven-step method of Sandelowski & Barroso, (2006).
For this purpose, First, relevant articles were searched in the databases of "Scholar",
"Scopus", "Google" and "Science Direct." In screening articles and reviewing
abstracts and their relevance to the research question, 281 articles were found for
preliminary review, 112 articles for the full review of the text, and finally 20 suitable
articles were systematically reviewed. Then, using software MAXQDA version (22),
open, axial, and selective codes were categorized and extracted. The axial codes in
consultation with the research group and obtaining the opinions of experts were
summarized in the main themes with the titles of social value, environmental value,
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economic value based on job creation, and economic value based on
entrepreneurship.

Results

The findings indicate that the sharing economy's role in poverty reduction is
complex and multi-dimensional. The meta-synthesis of articles revealed dimensions
of the sharing economy that contribute to poverty reduction. The main themes that
were introduced as the most effective factors in poverty reduction through the
sharing economy included social value, environmental sustainability value,
economic value based on job creation, and economic value based on
entrepreneurship.

The subcategories of human and individual value, value creation, trust building, and
the expansion of general knowledge were included in the social value category.
Entrepreneurship, competition, innovation, empowerment, as well as increased
employment, increased income, reduced unemployment, and income generation
were included in the economic value categories; and well-being and improved life,
social and environmental responsibility, environmental sustainability, and ecological
benefits were included in the environmental value categories.

Conclusion

In terms of economic value, the greatest impact is through job creation. This vital
aspect directly contributes to income generation and the creation of new job
opportunities within the sharing economy, and digital economy platforms play an
important role in facilitating entrepreneurship and self-employment, which are
critical elements in poverty reduction. Therefore, with appropriate strategies,
policies, and regulations, the potential economic and social value of the sharing
economy in poverty reduction can be harnessed.

Keywords: Sharing Economy, Gig Economy, Platform Economy, Information
Technology, Poverty, Meta-synthesis
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