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Introduction

Social progress is considered the ability of human societies to meet needs, achieve
well-being, and use life opportunities for its members. This feature can be realized
more effectively by activating proactive mechanisms, i.e. social demands. If demands
are dispersed, there is a possibility of the spread of abnormalities in society and
mutual destruction of society and the state, which results in a lack of progress in
society. Social security is defined as one of the most important sociological mediators
in accelerating or delaying social progress because, despite insecurity, the energy and
power of government and society forces are spent on creating security in the country
and are not paid attention to other issues, including progress and development.
Meanwhile, in Iran and similar countries, where the government relies on foreign
income, the connection between the two main pillars of civil society, i.e. the
government and the people, is weaker, and the formulation of social demands and
their pursuit is weaker, and generally, these demands remain unanswered and will
cause dissatisfaction in society. Therefore, in this study, several countries with similar
cultural and economic backgrounds to Iran were selected and sought to answer the
following question: Does social demand affect social progress and security? Does
security affect social progress? Does the existence of a security structure play a
mediating role between social demand and social progress?
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Literature Review

Completed social progress is the term development that has found new branches and
dimensions over time and has become complete. This term is close to definitions such
as post-development and social development, which have also been considered in
theoretical literature. The variable of social demand has also been examined based on
theories such as reflective demand and communicative action. Numerous research
backgrounds have also been reviewed, of which a few examples are mentioned.
Mahmoudpour (2010) has examined the social progress index and its effect on
innovation in his thesis. The results of the research indicate that increasing or
improving social progress can also increase the innovation index of developing
countries.

Beiranvand (2010) in his research entitled “Investigating and analyzing the strategies
of people demanding from officials with the approach of improving people’s lives”
reached the result of a positive and meaningful relationship between them.

Rahnavard et al. (2017) found in their research that citizen demands and civil society
pressure, as well as improving government capacity, are factors affecting
accountability in policy networks. If accountability is achieved, consequences such as
increasing the quality of the public policy-making process will result in enhanced
social vitality and political excellence.

Materials and Methods

The current research was conducted quantitatively and with a secondary analysis
method. The data of the dependent variable of social progress (with three dimensions
of basic needs, foundations of well-being, and opportunities), the independent variable
of social demand (with seven indicators), and the mediator variable of social security
were collected from data extractable from the official websites of the Necessity of
Social Progress Organization, the World Bank, Legatum, and the Fragile State from
2011 to 2020 for four countries: Iran, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and the United Arab
Emirates, all of which have common economic and religious characteristics. Despite
the confirmation of the validity and reliability of the mentioned variables, in the
present study, the Cronbach's alpha indices, convergent and divergent validity were
confirmed again with the confirmatory factor analysis method. The data were
analyzed with the structural equation modeling method in SPSS27 and Smart Pls3
software.

Conclusion
The results show that modeling social progress based on social demand with security
mediation has a good fit and the social demand variable has an effect on social
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security and social progress. In this way, with more participation of people in matters
related to themselves in the form of social demand, the progress and development
process in society increases. Furthermore, the effect of the security variable in the
model was confirmed as a partial mediator. Therefore, in order to achieve social
progress, special attention should be paid to the role and importance of the two
variables of social demand and security in the policy-making and development
programs.
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