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ABSTRACT

In many cases, what we perceive about the world around us, is due to the experience of
reports and images presented by the media. The way women are represented in the media is
also related to the ideology, beliefs, and goals of content producers, and different
representations that lead to different interpretations by the audience. In this study, the
representation of women in Iran and the United States on the Radio Farda website during
the years 2020-2021 has been examined. This research uses the content analysis to explore
how women's roles are depicted in media content. Based on the results of the research, news
websites tend to publish news and events according to their ideology, thereby shaping public
opinion. Coverage of news events by these websites is usually biased. This research tries to
highlight the media bias while covering women's news is common, and based on the
findings, it can be said that Persian-language media abroad (with an emphasis on Radio
Farda) try to downplay the positive achievements of women in Iran and somewhat portray
them negatively. Meanwhile, this same media presents a completely positive image of the
status of women in the American society.
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INTRODUCTION

For many people around the world, the media is considered the most important
source of news and information and plays an important role in guiding public
opinion. In other words, the media influences people’'s knowledge, attitudes,
awareness, and information, and by magnifying some events, they determine
people's mental priorities and shape their attitudes toward various issues. However,
in many cases, the image presented by the media of women's lives is not true and
consistent with reality, and is often a repetition of stereotypical roles and
stereotypes about them. The media's coverage patterns can impact gender social
inequalities (Shore & Miltsov, 2020). In many cases, having a specific feeling toward
a group of people depends on the concepts that the media has constructed about
that group (Gabore, 2020).

PURPOSE

In this study, considering the importance of media representation in redefining the
identity of individuals and social groups, we will examine how the media represents
women, and in particular, we will unveil the cultural stereotypes constructed by the
media in Iran and the United States. Accordingly, the main question of the research
is: How are the women of Iran and the United States represented in the Persian-
language media outside the country (Radio Farda)?

Therefore, after reviewing and analyzing the representation of women in Iran and
the United States on the website of Radio Farda, ae sub-question follows: What does
the comparison of the representation of Iranian and American women in the
Persian-language media abroad indicate?

METHODOLOGY

In order to achieve the goals and answer the questions of this research, the content
analysis method seems to be the best method. In order to analyze the data related to
the representation of women's news in Iran and the United States on the news
website of Radio Farda in 2020 and 2021, a combination of the qualitative and
quantitative content analyses has been used. The statistical population in this study
is all the news about women in Iran and the United States on the news website of
Radio Fard. In this study, the census method was used to review all news, reports,
interviews, and articles related to women on the in 2020 and 2021. Therefore, with
the selection of a census for the research, there will naturally be no sampling and
sample size. The news about the site in question will be coded and analyzed based
on scientific guidelines and consultation with media experts and professors, and
finally it is presented in two parts: qualitative and quantitative content analyses.



FINDINGS

First, the data is encoded by the qualitative content analysis, and open, pivotal, and
selective codes are identified. Then, in order to accurately analyze the data, the
method of analyzing quantitative content was used to deepen the information. To
do this, the qualitative content analysis is presented in the form of a table and then
the quantitative content analysis is done by drawing different graphs.

CONCLUSION

This study aimed to compare the representation of Iranian and American women
on the news website of Radio Farda in 2020 and 2021. Accordingly, 416 news stories
were published about Iranian women in 2020 and 331 news in 2021, and about
American women, 69 news stories were published in 2020 and 51 in 2021. Since the
coverage of news events is usually biased, news websites publish events based on
their ideology, and this is how they shape public opinion by building their own
frameworks. The findings also confirm this point. 74% of the total news of Radio
Farda in 2020 presented a negative image of women in Iranian society, of which
40% of these dealt with the imprisonment of women, and in the second place, the
importance of this media, the issue of violence against women, accounted for 13%
of the news. However, during the same period, 95% of the total news on this website
has painted a positive picture of the status of women in American society,
emphasizing the presence of women in high-ranking political positions, the success
of women in the fields of art and sports, celebrities and famous women, and
supporting women's right to manage their own bodies, and only 5% of the total
news was attributed to the negative image of women in society The United States is
dedicated to attacking women politicians, calling them unworthy, and exploiting
women. In 1400, black-based framing of the status of women in Iran continued. So
80% of all news on this website addresses women's imprisonment, violence against
women, the use of religious sharia law to control women, the execution and murder
of women, discrimination against women, the lack of permission for women's
artistic and sports activities, women's suicide and criminality, and in general, the
negative image of the situation of women, which, as in 2000, women's
imprisonment with 54% is the most emphasized among negative news in the field of
women, and women's protest against the political and social situation, 10% and
violence against women, 8% she has taken over the status of Iranian women. But in
the United States, the dominant image of women remains positive and 90 percent of
the news has provided a positive picture of the situation of American women
although it has decreased by 5% compared to last year. Only 4% of the news
presented a negative image of American women (women criminals), and 6% of the
total news was devoted to women's protest for control of their bodies. It can be said
that the coverage of negative news about the situation of women in the United
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States in 2020 and 2021 had been equal, and the only difference was the addition of
the women's protest code for self-control (6%) in 2021, which was not mentioned in
2020. What is more noticeable in the representation of American women than in
other cases is that in this positive representation, the most positive news is related to
the presence of women in politics and the actions of women politicians. In other
words, 83% of the share of women's news in this country was allocated to politics
and women politicians, and ordinary women in American society had a smaller
share in this representation.

NOVELTY

The results of this study showed that the main focus of Radio Farda's website in the
field of women is political issues. With a negative attitude towards Iranian women
and vice versa, a positive attitude towards American women and political, cultural,
sports, economic, and social events have been neglected in the coverage of women's
news. Therefore, it is expected that the country's media planners will take advantage
of this gap and overtake competitors abroad and develop a comprehensive program
for raising awareness in the field of women, and with this strategy, bring more
audiences with them so that they can portray the real face of Iranian women.
Improving the audience’s media literacy is the basis for the spread of correct
analysis of news. Media literacy of the audience enables them to have a correct
understanding of the news from foreign news websites and virtual networks.
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