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Abstract

The relationship between the rulership and the people, with all the significant differ-
ences that historical and territorial characteristics might cause, throughout history
and in all territories, has always been the result of complicated networks existing in
the intricate structure of human societies, which has a generic and pervasive fea-
ture. These complicated networks, which are the direct result of power relationships
between people, have been internalized, historically, in different levels of individual
and social spirits of human beings, and effectively manage the daily actions and in-
teractions between the ruler and the people; the actions which, in the critical role
of adjusting mediators, make these complex relationships permanent and tolerable
over time.

Ta’zieh, the most important and coherent type of play in Iran, besides the fixated role
for an artistic-religious activity, such as expressing religious beliefs and the represen-
tation and commemoration of the saints of the religion, has also had an adjusting
and mediating role in the relationship of the king and the people.

The present study, meticulously applying Freud’s theory of personality as a theoret-
ical structure, seeks to show how Ta’zieh has had a significant and adjusting role in
the relationship of the king and the people. The specific time range considered in this
research is the period of the rulership of Naser-Addin Shah of Qajar, which is widely
considered as the historical climax of Ta’zieh in Iran. The religious play of Ta’zieh
seems to have had a noticeable role in the adjustment of the relationship between
the king and the people in this era, a role that has been caused by different motiva-
tions on behalf of either side of this relationship. The primary attempt of this study
is to analyze and thoroughly explain the indication of historical texts about Ta’zieh in
the broader domain of the relationship between the king and the people, by careful-
ly applying the psychological theory mentioned earlier.
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