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Abstract

The art of pen-making has a long-standing connection with Iranian culture.
During the Qajar period, this art reached its peak, and the craftsmen perfected
this technique so that it surpassed the metal pen cases that had been used before.
Pen cases were among the common objects in the Qajar period, used to store
pens, quills, and other writing instruments. These pen-cases were often made
of wood, metal, or lacquer. They were decorated with various motifs such as
flowers and birds (Gol o Morgh), Arabesque, hunting scenes, verses from the
Quran anecdotes, and images of kings and courtiers. In the early days of oil pen
cases, the body of the pen cases had no patterns or designs. It was only used to
protect pens, quills, and other writing and painting tools, but over time, patterns
from the best works of painters began to appear on their surfaces, becoming
one of the pillars of Iran's decorative arts. The painting of the Qajar school was
a renewed attempt to create a favorable balance between two heterogeneous
elements, Iranian and European, which achieved a pleasant but brief success in
the first half of the 13th century AH, which greatly influenced the calligraphy
of this period. Fathullah Shirazi was one of the Qajar period's most prominent
lacquer and calligraphy artists. He was one of the prominent and prolific masters
who showed good taste in calligraphy and presented beautiful works to the art
world. He was a Shirazi painter and had a strong hand in flower arrangements,
watercolor and Siyah Qalam techniques, and oil works. The most important pat-
terns that can be seen in his works are paintings of flowers, birds, and flowers
and plants. He often used delightful designs in the framing of landscapes with
rose borders. This research aims to study flowers and birds in Fathullah Shi-
razi's paintings. Flower and bird paintings have long been a fundamental motif
in Iranian art and used in various fields such as textiles, dishes, tiles, and books.
Flower and bird paintings are a term used to describe an ancient Iranian painting
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with the theme of flowers, leaves, birds such as nightingales, and sometimes
butterflies; however, these flowers are not seen in nature in the way the Iranian
painter depicts them. The reason for this is the interference of the artist's taste
and aesthetic phenomenon that depicts nature in its most beautiful form, seeks
help from his imagination, and shows admirable details with surprise. The main
research questions are: How have the influences of Gol-o-Morgh's painting on
Fathullah Shirazi's pen cases shaped the art of the Qajar era? What are the dis-
tinctive visual characteristics of Gol-o-Morgh motifs in Fathullah Shirazi's pen
cases? The present research method is analytical-descriptive, and the method of
collecting information is a documentary (library). At the end of the research, the
results show that in the Qajar period, flower and bird motifs were designed with
great precision and skill as a significant artistic subject, especially in calligra-
phy. In most of the works of this period, flower and bird motifs were displayed
symbolically and abstractly. The artists of that time followed traditional pat-
terns, symbolism, and decorative styles with geometric and abstract patterns; the
flowers in these patterns were usually depicted in bright and unrealistic colors
and in a decorative way, and many works, birds were used only in a symbolic
way and without much attention to natural details. In the Qajar style of flowers
and birds, curved lines and intricate designs were often used, giving the motifs
a more imaginative and dreamy appearance that was far from realistic. This
approach meant that flowers and birds in the works of the Qajar period served
more as decoration and to create eye-catching compositions than as an accurate
reflection of nature; however, this approach changed in the works of Fathullah
Shirazi. With a different view of nature, he naturally depicted flowers and birds
with coloring that was close to reality. Instead of purely decorative, his flowers
and birds became an accurate representation of nature. Fathullah Shirazi could
present rich and natural images of these motifs by avoiding the abstraction of
motifs and focusing on realism. In addition to their realistic dimensions, flowers
and birds in Fathullah Shirazi's works also have a mystical and symbolic mean-
ing. However, the simple yet natural and coherent composition of Fathullah's
works, unlike many of his contemporaries who used complex and intertwined
compositions, has given his works a unique realism. The balanced and precise
composition, in which each part of the motifs is placed naturally next to the other
components, is one of the visual characteristics of Fathullah's work, which is
evident in this calligraphy.
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