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Extended abstract

One of the most fundamental questions in art studies, which holds
significant importance, is the inquiry into the concept of beauty and its
essential elements. This question serves as a bridge connecting “art and
architecture” with “wisdom and philosophy.” Since various schools of
thought possess their intellectual frameworks regarding aesthetics, this
research seeks to revisit the foundations of mystical aesthetics (one of the
most profound principles of wisdom). However, referring to original texts
of mystical philosophy may seem complex and challenging for readers
who are not specialists in philosophy. Therefore, it is more accessible to
consult the works of commentators on the writings of great mystics, who
elucidate intricate concepts for broader audiences through their detailed
interpretations. One of the most prominent commentators on mystical
wisdom is William Chittick, a contemporary philosopher and Islamic
scholar who has authored on mystical philosophy and its foundations
extensively. In Consequence an examination of this subject through the
works of distinguished commentators such as William Chittick, alongside
references to other aesthetic theories in the fields of art and architecture
grounded in mystical wisdom, is essential for advancing this inquiry.

This research falls under the category of qualitative studies and Adopts
a descriptive-analytical methodology combined with library-based
research to collect data. It is grounded in the dual methods of rational and
transmitted knowledge, as articulated by William Chittick. Additionally,
the study utilizes the fourfold analytical method of cognition to explore
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the transformation of philosophical thought into artistic manifestations. In
this research, all sections that draw upon William Chittick’s commentaries
are approached using the method of transmitted knowledge. However, to
examine the manifestation of artistic works derived from Islamic philosophy,
the method of rational knowledge is applied in the concluding section.
Every worldview and philosophy of life is fundamentally rooted in belief
and perspective. A school of thought’s interpretation and conceptual
framework regarding the universe and existence from its intellectual
foundation. This foundation is commonly referred to as a “worldview.”
A worldview is the result of human contemplation on three fundamental
topics: God, existence, and humanity, encompassing the three primary
domains of theology, cosmology, and anthropology (These three, from an
Islamic perspective, are Tawhid (monotheism), Nubuwwah (prophethood),
and Ma’ad (resurrection)). Therefore, it is essential to analyze and examine
William Chittick’s worldview and related topics, such as ontology,
epistemology and methodology, which complement these subjects. Such
an analysis allows a deeper understanding of the connections between these
concepts and their manifestations in art and architecture.

The concept of “love” holds a fundamental place in William Chittick’s
understanding of Islamic spirituality. According to him, love is God’s eternal
essence, unchanging and transcendent. Beyond the constraints of time and
the existence of any other realm, God is both the lover and the beloved, as
there is nothing other than Him to be loved. Humanity, in its act of creation,
must emulate God by recognizing and manifesting the Divine Names in its
creations. Thus, the beauty that humans create should serve as a reminder
of the Divine Names and Attributes. An artwork is deemed beautiful to the
extent that it reflects and embodies these Names. The artist’s expression
becomes a reflection of God; their existence, actions, and outcomes are
attributed to the Divine. For a Muslim artist, every act and its product are
seen as steps toward aligning their soul, the souls of their audience, and
their creations with the attributes of God.

Thus, “Islamicartisthe art of dhikr (remembrance or the constant recollection
of Allah’s eternal presence in the mind).” Its purpose is to remind humanity
of its inherent nature, inclinations, and primordial knowledge, which are
tasks that the Qur’an undertakes in all its verses. The first condition for
achieving this lies in the artist’s belief: they must regard their craft as a
path of spiritual journey (Suluk). Another essential condition is that the
artist perceives their act of creation as a form of remembrance (Tadhakkur),
bringing forth eternal and spiritual forms. Ultimately, the creation or product
of a Muslim artist reflects their worldview. With an awareness of the Divine
Names and Attributes of the One Creator, the artist deciphers and manifests
these attributes in their work. Thus, human creation can profoundly express
the principles and foundations of wisdom (Hikmah) and mysticism (Irfan).
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In this process, the levels of an artistic creation are directly linked to the
artist’s elevated perceptions, which are expressed symbolically within
the work. The deciphering of these symbols depends on the perceptual
capacities of the audience. This dynamic appears to be present across all
forms of Iranian art, including calligraphy, literature, music, miniature
painting, architecture, and more. Thus, traditional arts act as vessels for
mystical wisdom, and the artist’s level of understanding determines their
expression of this wisdom. For instance, the ghazals of Masnavi Ma’navi
exemplify this manifestation of mystical insight within the realm of
literature. Based on their degree of perception and the refinement of their
soul (Nafs), the artist seeks to comprehend the Divine Names. These Names
are drawn from the higher realm (Alam al-Ghayb or the greater world, Alam
al-Akbar) and encoded as symbols into the lower realm (Alam al-Asghar
or the world of sensory experience). This act of translating the Names into
the perceptible realm, symbolically referred to as bringing them “from the
Throne (Arsh) to the carpet (Farsh),” is known in mystical literature as the
arc of descent (Qaws al-Nuzul). Subsequently, the audience engages in the
process of decoding the artistic work according to their level of perception
and the refinement of their soul. This process of discovery varies with each
individual, allowing the audience to comprehend the work at the level of
insight with which the artist originally created it.

Keywords: William Chittick, Mystical Wisdom, Divine names, Process of
Creating, Mysticism
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