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Highlights:

Pragmatism, as a philosophical-methodological paradigm, can serve as a basis for redefining urban planning
and its concepts in the future of Iran and provide the basis for changes in the prevailing attitudes, methods, and
patterns in proportion to the context and demands of citizens, with the goal of pragmatically achieving
integrated and sustainable development.
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in this field have not yielded significant achievements. One reason for this
failure is the lack of a clear and precise definition of urban planning as a
discipline. Although efforts have been made to define this field, many
ambiguities remain, leading to a lack of clarity regarding the role and function
of urban planning in Iran. This study adopts a pragmatic philosophical approach
to seek a clear and practical definition of urban planning, aiming to provide a
basis for resolving existing ambiguities. The researchers believe that definitions
can vary depending on time and context, and the concept of urban planning
should be specifically aligned with the conditions in Iran. Furthermore, the
research indicates that the absence of a precise definition of urban planning
reflects deeper issues within the specialized and academic community in this

field.
A

Public participation Political governance

- Power

- Planning behavior and
planner position

- Justice

- incrementalism

-Liberalism and
democracy

- Reflective action

- Implicit learning

- learning by listening
- Sustainability
development

Critical approach Truth and meaning

- Culture in planning

- Acceptance of public
contradiction

- Hermeneutic praxis

- Ethics and value system
- Human action

-Marxist criticism

- Focus of the possible

- Creative negotiations

- Convergence of theory and
action
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Methodology: The current research utilizes a qualitative methodology based
on "grounded theory," specifically the systematic approach of Strauss and
Corbin, to analyze urban planning patterns in Iran from the perspective of
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professionals. The study aims to define urban planning pragmatically and address existing deficiencies. Grounded
theory allows for the development of theories directly from data collected during the research process, emphasizing
the interconnectedness of data collection, analysis, and theory formation without preconceived notions. This method
enables researchers to establish a theoretical framework grounded in empirical observations. Participants were
selected through purposive and theoretical sampling to ensure diversity and depth in the data. The sample size was
determined by theoretical saturation, with 14 in-depth interviews conducted—10 with professionals and 4 with
academics—until all categories were clearly defined. Data collection primarily involved in-depth interviews,
complemented by participant observation and document analysis.

Results: This research undertakes a paradigmatic analysis of findings from a qualitative study employing the
grounded theory method within the context of urban planning in Iran. Following open coding (166 codes) and axial
coding (23 codes), the main categories were classified into five groups: causal conditions, contextual conditions,
intervening conditions, strategies, and consequences. Causal conditions encompass "the deficiency of the planning
approach,” "the distortion of the concept of development," and "a centralized power system.”" The deficiency of the
planning approach is characterized by a one-sided perspective and inflexibility. The distortion of the concept of
development is manifested through its conflation with growth and the neglect of human and social dimensions, while
the centralized power system results in the disempowerment of planners. Contextual conditions include "the centrality
of economics,” "the dominance of quantitative measures," "planning culture,” "institutional weakness," "non-native
knowledge," and "lawlessness,” all of which highlight the limitations of urban planning. Intervening conditions
comprise "incoordination,” "the necessity of ethical behavior,” "the dominance of physicalism,” "the gap between
theory and practice," "weakness in human capital," and "property rights." Strategies include "revisiting concepts,"
"deep and ethnographic understanding," "collective thinking," and "strengthening professional associations."
Consequences include "non-participation,” "self-interest," "de-professionalization,” and "demotivation." Ultimately, the
core category, "The Deficiency and Ineffectiveness of the Planning Approach in the Trajectory of Urban Development,"”
indicates a substantial gap between the current approach to urban planning and its true nature. This research
demonstrates that improving the situation of urban planning requires fundamental revisions to existing approaches.
Discussion: The paradigmatic analysis conducted on the research findings revolves around five axes: causal
conditions, contextual conditions, intervening conditions, strategies, and consequences, centered on the core category
"Defects and Inefficiency of the Planning Approach in the Path of Urban Development." This analysis is combined with
four categories of central concepts identified in pragmatic planning, including political sovereignty, public
participation, truth and meaning, and a critical approach. Together, they form a framework that organizes the
discussion of this article in pursuit of answers to the initial questions and research objectives. Many of the components
identified in the paradigmatic analysis have historical roots in Iranian society, and changes in these components
require a significant amount of time. It is evident that urban planning cannot wait for these changes to occur before
approaching the desired conditions. Therefore, the rational solution in these circumstances is to maximize the
adaptation of urban planning to the current components through their accurate recognition. The recognition stage in
urban planning has gained double importance. To overcome the current situation—where inappropriate paths and
suggestions for changing the city are often formulated due to a lack of proper recognition—there is a need for a shift in
the cognitive approach. Consequently, transitioning from purely descriptive recognition of the city (what and how) to
an analysis and interpretation of phenomena in the city (why phenomena occur) can lead to a diagnostic or non-
descriptive understanding of the city, providing more depth and a desirable function in the recognition stage. The
exercise of power through a centralized administrative structure has created a situation in Iranian urban planning
where it can be said that the city is never built by urban planners. Instead, a form of de-specialization has occurred,
with managers charting the future path of the city based on their specific—and often non-collective—tastes,
perceptions, knowledge, connections, and policies.

Conclusion: Urban planning is a dynamic, interdisciplinary, contextual, and action-based field of knowledge that,
grounded in a critical and ethnographic understanding of the city and the social, economic, environmental, and cultural
interactions and actions of its residents, seeks to achieve operational goals within a transparent, democratic, fair,
flexible, and gradual governance structure. Relying on modern technologies, it aims for the integrated and sustainable
development of the city while responding to the needs and demands of citizens. Through interactive learning,
continuous monitoring, and participation-based implementation of programs, urban planning endeavors to reform
previous empirical-theoretical practices.At first glance, this definition may seem idealistic and distant from the
structural conditions governing the current urban development system in Iran. As previously mentioned, idealism
contradicts the essence of pragmatism. However, it is important to note that, based on the objectives of this research,
changing the macro-attitude toward urban planning in alignment with the philosophy of pragmatism and revising
definitions and concepts accordingly can foster changes in the operational stage of the Iranian urban planning system.
While the formulation of this definition attempts to ensure the greatest possible harmony with Iranian society (at least
from the perspective of citizens and experts), harmonizing a philosophical attitude with the societal context should not
violate the central components of that attitude. In other words, the scope for change in the foundations of an attitude is
limited. It appears that, in the future, the proposed definition can help address the multifaceted and complex
shortcomings and inefficiencies present in Iranian urban planning, as outlined in the research objectives. The proposed
definition, while relatively comprehensive within the framework of pragmatic planning concepts and aimed at
overcoming shortcomings, remains open to critical perspectives and certainly needs to be revised and improved
through exposure to experience. It can be further developed and refined in future theoretical and empirical research.
Fundamentally, regarding the future of urban development in Iran, "hope" is a key issue. Professionals, thinkers, and
students should repeatedly be asked the question, "What can be done?" and "What are the solutions in these
challenging circumstances?"
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