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Traditional houses have faced catastrophic threats of destruction due to lifestyle
changes over past centuries. Given that traditional houses constitute a significant
portion of historical buildings, their study and preservation are of paramount
importance. Consequently, the classification of traditional houses and the
categorization of their architectural patterns are crucial for understanding and grouping
similar structures. Such typologies can be adapted in contemporary architecture,
thereby contributing fundamentally to the preservation and continuity of these
archetypal forms. A house is a place where inhabitants should feel comfortable; the
inner quarters—typically inhabited by women and children—must exhibit sufficient
variety to prevent monotony and fatigue. Access to certain areas by men and women is
often restricted or encouraged based on their gendered connotations; thus, some spaces
are designated as “female domains” while others as “male domains.” Throughout
various historical periods in lIran, definitions and perceptions of women and gender
identity have evolved, shaped by prevailing social, economic, cultural, and ritual
paradigms. These shifting perspectives have led to transformations in gendered spatial
arrangements, either expanding or limiting them. This study employs analytical and
historical methods to examine the typologies of traditional houses in Kermanshah and
the cultural factors affecting the gender-space relationship within these homes. The
findings reveal that cultural elements such as ritual beliefs, women’s dress codes, and
educational practices have significantly influenced the dynamics between gender and
spatial organization.

Research Objectives:

1. To examine the typologies of Kermanshah houses and their spatial
relationships.

2. Toinvestigate the impact of cultural factors on the relationship between gender
and space.

Research Questions:
1. Do different house typologies in Kermanshah affect spatial relationships?

2. Do cultural factors influence the relationship between gender and spaces?
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Introduction

The need for shelter has always been one of the most fundamental human necessities.
Based on this principle, houses can be regarded as some of the oldest architectural
monuments, with other architectural elements considered secondary in terms of
historical precedence. Despite its importance, the subject of the house has received
relatively limited attention within architectural studies. The concept of the house—as a
tangible, lived space—is deeply significant in contemporary times; however, addressing
this need effectively requires a thorough understanding of historical architecture and its
adaptation to modern contexts. Typology serves as a key applied method and guiding
approach across various disciplines, particularly in the phase of identification and
classification. Therefore, by employing typological analysis of houses, a more
comprehensive and nuanced understanding of these structures can be achieved, which
necessitates dedicated research focused on the core principles of typology.

The transformation of lifestyle in the city of Kermanshah during the late Qajar period,
especially following the Constitutional Revolution, is reflected in several
developments: the establishment of modern schools, increased social interactions with
religious minorities and foreigners, changes in urban governance, the influence of
foreign architectural styles, and economic exchanges with the West. During this period,
Kermanshah’s cultural landscape embarked on a trajectory of growth and
modernization. The foundation of modern educational institutions, initially established
by religious minorities in the late Qajar era, played a pivotal role. The emphasis on
modern education and scientific thought profoundly influenced the collective mindset,
encouraging the population to embrace new ways of life. This shift gradually enhanced
the social status and acceptance of women, contributing to a reduction in the traditional
spatial and social boundaries between femininity and masculinity. Additionally, the
presence of religious minorities such as Jews and Christians in Kermanshah during the
Qajar era was notable.

Foreign residents in the city gradually introduced their cultural practices through
behavioral patterns such as organizing social gatherings, distinctive dress codes, dietary
habits, and family interactions. Economic relations with Western countries further
accelerated lifestyle changes. Kermanshah’s strategic location as a key transit point
between western and central Iran amplified its commercial significance during the late
Qajar period.

At the outset of this research, definitions and conceptual frameworks of typology were
examined through scholarly literature and expert opinions. Subsequently, historical data
were collected and analyzed to identify and classify the various types of traditional



houses in Kermanshah. Following this typological classification, the study explores the
cultural factors influencing the relationship between gender and spatial organization
within these homes.

Conclusion

All male and female members of society learn throughout the socialization process that
a specific set of activities is considered feminine and another set of behaviors masculine.
Accordingly, the entry of women and men into certain domains is either restricted or
encouraged due to their classification as feminine or masculine; therefore, some places
are recognized as “female domains” and others as “male domains.” Throughout
different periods of Iranian history, definitions and perspectives regarding women and
the gender identity of women and men have varied, with dominant social, economic,
cultural, and ritual paradigms playing a role in these changes. Differences in viewpoints
have also led to changes in gendered spaces, either expanding or limiting them. The
research findings indicate that cultural factors such as ritual beliefs, women’s dress
codes, and education have altered the relationship between gender and space. Social
factors including power structures, social class, and social norms have restricted
women’s presence in some public spheres, and patriarchal laws have designated many
formal gatherings as exclusively male. On the other hand, men’s entry into exclusively
female domains has been much more limited than women’s mobility in predominantly
male spaces. With the introduction of Western culture in the late Qajar era and the
reconsideration of traditional norms, many male domains transformed into shared
communal spaces. The influence of social class on private domains manifests as
intensified introversion and segregation among affluent classes and the integration of
gendered spaces in lower-income households. However, even in the latter, the
boundaries of activities between the two genders remain distinct, with only the spatial
organization differing. The research findings show that economic factors, including
livelihood methods and geographic location, change both social and private spaces.

On the other hand, after field studies of residential types in Kermanshah from the
perspective of access to nature and open, closed, and semi-open spaces, long- and short-
term living spaces, the role of building bodies, types of lighting in spaces, and ways of
coexistence with nature, it is clear that the old houses of Kermanshah have cultural
value and richness in their own right. The results from examining several notable
traditional houses in Kermanshah are as follows: The most prominent traditional houses
belong to the Qajar period and partly the early Pahlavi era. Most buildings are two-story
and have one or two courtyards. Introversion is a principle common to most houses,



with only a few showing extroversion or having been introverted and later extroverted.
Regarding the “Suri” house, due to structural changes, it is not possible to definitively
state whether it is introverted or extrovertedAThe “Orsi” (wooden lattice window) is
another common element present in all houses, providing light to specific rooms. Roofs
are generally flat, and some have pitched roofs; in some, a “Sabati” (covered alley)
created on one side of the building inside the alley allows use of the alley space.
Building materials are mainly brick, adobe, wood, and mortar made of lime and clay,
with some use of straw-mud plaster; decorations are mostly brickwork. Regarding the
walls and exterior facades of Kermanshah houses, due to the cold climate, most of the
facade openings are on the northern and southern fronts, which not only provide lighting
but also create symmetrical and balanced facades. Along with the two-story structure
and columns on the facades, these features characterize the unique appearance of these
houses. The house entrances begin with a vestibule featuring brick niches, leading to
the outer courtyard. Usually, a “Hozkhaneh” (pool room) is located on one side of these
courtyards, serving as a boundary between the inner and outer courtyards; it receives
light from both sides but its entrance is from the inner courtyard. Sometimes, rooms are
located above the pool room, also receiving light from both courtyards. After passing
through a corridor, one enters the inner courtyard. The main hall is located on one side,
with an Orsi window and several smaller doors. Rooms are usually located on both sides
of the Orsi, each opening independently onto the veranda. On the other side, there are
also rooms, and on the ground floor, there is usually a bathhouse with a mostly domed
ceiling. Both the lower and upper floors have columned verandas; these columns are
not uniform in style. For example, in the “Randehkesh” house, the ground-floor
columns are brick and rectangular, while the upper floor has round columns decorated
with mugarnas capitals. The first floor usually has a veranda decorated with several
columns and half-columns attached to the walls, mostly circular in section. These
columns are adorned with brick mugarnas capitals and colorful geometric motifs, and
iron railings enclose the verandas. Entrance doors have bolts, latches, and sometimes
keys of special sizes.
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Miller, D. (Y++°). "Making Love in Supermarkets”, in Amin, A; Thrift, N; (eds), Blackwell:
The Blackwell Cultural Economy Reader.



